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IN his first address to a Jewish 
communal organisation since 
being re-elected recently as Labor 
Member for Macnamara, Josh Burns 
explained why the Albanese govern-
ment decided last week not to sign 
the US-led statement condemning 
the United Nations Human Rights 
Council’s Commission of Inquiry 
report on Israel.

While Australia didn’t put 
its name to the American pro-
test, Australia’s representative to 
the UNHRC, Amanda Gorely, 
expressed the government’s “fun-
damental concerns” about the per-
manent inquiry into Israel and the 
“disproportionate scrutiny” of the 
Jewish state.

“Australia’s guiding principle 
will be advancing the cause for 
peace. Viewing any conflict from 
one perspective will not achieve 
that goal,” she said.

Speaking to the Zionism Victoria 
executive meeting on Tuesday night 
at Beth Weizmann, Burns reflected, 
“Do I think there is any substan-
tive difference between us and the 
Americans? Absolutely not. Would 
I have been happy for Australia to 
sign the American statement? Yes 
I would.”

However, he noted that 
“Australia wanted to project that 
we have our own voice as part of 
international affairs, not just in the 

Middle East but on matters of for-
eign policy. 

“We have different considera-
tions, we have a different region to 
the US, we have different nuances 
that we need to express.”

But he stressed, “On the sub-
stantive matters at play, as a coun-
try, we acknowledge that Israel 
should not be singled out in the 
way in which it has by the Human 
Rights Council, we acknowledge 
the disproportionate nature of the 
Human Rights Council’s agenda 
and we acknowledge that the inves-
tigations being done recently don’t 
reflect what we believe to be fair 
and proper process, which is why 
we expressed concern in them.”

Responding to a question from 
Zionism Victoria president Yossi 
Goldfarb about the ALP’s stance 
on recognition of Palestine, Burns 
emphasised that the policy included 

in the party platform is not binding, 
and merely requests that a Labor 
government consider it.

Goldfarb last week expressed 
gratitude to the government “for 
speaking out against the UNHRC’s 
blatant bias and for upholding 
Australia’s bipartisan support of the 
Jewish state both domestically and 
on the international stage”.

“That the Israeli–Palestinian 
conflict is the only global situa-
tion deemed worthy of a perma-
nent commission of inquiry already 
highlights the UN’s prejudiced 
view of Israel. But this is further 
underlined by the report’s find-
ings which focus almost entirely 
on allegations of Israel while skim-
ming over the crimes perpetrated 
by Hamas.

“Amid speeches that were over-
whelmingly hostile to Israel, we are 
grateful to the new government.”

Josh Burns (centre) in March with ZV president Yossi Goldfarb and Foreign 
Affairs Minister Penny Wong.  Photo: Peter Haskin

A LA Trobe Student Union 
(LTSU) motion officially adopt-
ing the International Holocaust 
Remembrance A ll iance 
(IHRA) Working Definition of 
Antisemitism comes as a “breath 
of fresh air”, Executive Council 
of Australian Jewry co-CEO 
Peter Wertheim said this week.

The motion which passed on 
June 15 recognises that mar-
ginalised groups have the right 
to define what determines dis-
crimination, and affirms that 
it is against the boycotting of 
institutions or individuals simply 
because of their nationality, race, 
religion, or any other personal 
characteristic.

LTSU president Joel Blanch, 
who wrote the motion in con-
junction with the Australasian 
Union of Jewish Students (AUJS), 
called it “common sense” and 
said he “tailored this motion to 
make sure that it’s balanced, and 
it adopts a clear definition of anti-
semitism, because that way we 
can follow it as a union and have 
some sort of clear understanding 
of what is and isn’t antisemitism.”

Blanch said it was met with 
significant pushback from the 
Socialist Alternative group at La 
Trobe, who “organised to fight 
this motion”.

“They created a Facebook 
event, they created a whole lot 

of different things, to try to 
organise support to get people 
to come to the council, so they 
could argue against this motion,” 
he said.

“There’s been a really insidi-
ous effort from certain groups, 
including Socialist Alternative, 
to conflate support of Palestine 
with being antisemitic … I think 
they use the issue of the horrible 
treatment of Palestinians, and 
the serious conflict that is going 
on with allowing themselves to 
be both supporting Palestine and 
antisemitic.”

Wertheim said it was an 
“excellent resolution” but added, 
“The important thing now is 
that there is follow through at 
La Trobe in using the definition 
as an educational tool for recog-
nising and counteracting antise-
mitic incidents on campus when 
they occur.” 

AUJS said it was “thrilled” 
that LTSU had officially adopted 
the IHRA definition, and com-
mended them for doing so, calling 
on other universities “to follow in 
the lead of the council in taking a 
stronger stance against antisemi-
tism by adopting this definition”.

“We look forward to working 
with the LTSU to educate the 
student body on antisemitism, 
to combat hate in all its forms 
and to make sure campus is a 
welcoming and inclusive space,” 
AUJS said on Facebook.
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