
ZIONISM VICTORIA

CONNECTING YOU 
WITH ISRAEL

ANNUAL REPORT
17 November 2020 

1 Kislev 5781



2 | ZIONISM VICTORIA

ZIONISM VICTORIA

ZIONISM VICTORIA 
SUPPORTERS 2020

MAJOR COMMUNAL PARTNER

PARTNERS

PATRONS

CORPORATE SPONSORS

EVENT SPONSORS

LEAD PARTNER

white version for dark backgrounds

AshwAter



ZIONISM VICTORIA

Presidents Message 

Executive Director  
Report and Highlights  
of the Year 

MESSAGES 

DCM Ron Gerstenfeld 
Acting Ambassador  
of Israel

The Hon. Daniel Andrews MP 
Premier of Victoria

The Hon. Michael O’Brien MP 
Leader of the Opposition

Cr Margaret Esakoff 
Mayor of Glen Eira

Jeremy Leibler 
President, Zionist  
Federation of Australia 

Ms Jillian Segal AO 
President, Executive Council  
of Australian Jewry

Jennifer Huppert 
President, Jewish Community 
Council of Victoria 

4

7 
 

17 
 

18 

19 

20 

21 
 

22 
 
 
 

23

24 
 

25

26

27

28

30 
 

34 

36

37 

38 

52

53

54

Hayley Southwick 
President, United Israel 
Appeal Victoria 

Aliyah 

Habayit

Connecting Cultures

REPORTS

Treasurer’s Report

Beth Weizmann Jewish 
Community Centre Inc 
Report

Lamm Jewish Library of 
Australia Report

Our Mission

Jerusalem Program 
2004

Zionism Victoria 
Affiliate Reports

Executive List

Board of Management

Our Staff

CONTENTS



4 | ZIONISM VICTORIA

ZIONISM VICTORIA

ZIONISM VICTORIA PRESIDENT 
SHARENE HAMBUR

As I began the last year of Presidency of Zionism Victoria, 
I could never have imagined what the year would bring.  
In early February I sat with the staff of Zionism Victoria 
as we planned a year of events.  As well as our usual 
commemoration of Yom Hazikaron and the celebration 
of Yom Ha’atzmaut we were planning several significant 
events in the second half of the year.  Little did we know 
that within six weeks our plans would be turned on their 
heads as we faced the new reality.

We soon came to understand that our planned tekes 
for Yom Hazikaron and our family fun day at Luna Park, 
followed by our concert at Memo, were not to be and 
I pay tribute to all of the Zionism Victoria staff who 
transitioned so seamlessly to provide our community and 
many other people throughout the world with our amazing 
online Yom Hazikaron tekes and Yom Ha’atzmaut concert.  
In those very early days of understanding the new reality 
our staff led by our Executive Director, Jean Katzen and 
spearheaded by Charlene Miller and Hayley Kimchi from 
Habayit and the Zionist Federation produced amazing 
virtual events that have each to date been viewed by over 
35,000 people.  The professionalism of each of these 
was amazing and I could not have been prouder of what 
we did.

At the beginning of 2020 we welcomed Josef Wilkinson 
to our staff as our new Communications Officer.  Josef’s 
position was made possible by generous funding from 
the Victorian State Government which we received as part 
of the Labor Party 2019 election promises.  Little did we 
know the essential role that Joey was going to play in the 

year to come.  With Joey’s expertise and the support of 
all of the Zionism Victoria staff we have been able to bring 
to our community a wide range of on line events ranging 
from speakers, discussions about current events in Israel 
through to our Talking about Israel 101 course to cooking 
demonstrations and events that looked at Israeli culture.  
This has been supplemented by regular posts highlighting 
different parts of Israel and “songs of the week”.  A huge 
thanks goes to all the speakers and others who made 
themselves available to assist with these programs.  While 
we have all missed the opportunity to come together face 
to face the silver lining has been the amazing range of 
speakers, we have been able to share with the community 
from around the world.

We have learnt a lot about how to use online platforms 
and I am sure that, in the future, they will continue to 
play an important part in our role of bringing Israel to 
our community even when we are able to physically 
come together.  We have also been delighted to join 
with various affiliates to co-host online events.  This has 
been a wonderful way for Zionism Victoria to support our 
affiliates and bring a wide range of on-line opportunities to 
our community.

We have continued to work closely with the Zionist 
Federation of Australia including promoting and streaming 
their very successful Lockdown Learning series.  I am sure 
when we began the series it never crossed our minds that 
we would still be working entirely online seven months 
later.  My thanks go to the Executive Director of the ZFA, 
Ginette Searle and the President, Jeremy Leibler for 

2020 has seen a whole new raft of expressions coming into our everyday 
lexicon - “stay safe”, “lockdown” and “iso” and probably the most used 
phrase of the year “you are muted”.
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their ongoing support.  We have established a wonderful 
working relationship which has allowed us to work together 
in a positive and collegiate atmosphere.

This year has brought many challenges in particular for 
our youth movements who traditionally rely on regular 
meetings and twice-yearly camps to connect with the 
chanichim.  The challenges began before COVID with the 
horrific bushfires in late December and January.  Some 
youth movements were forced to move camp sites at very 
short notice and the stress on the madrichim and schlichim 
was enormous.  With the help of Nicole Matejc from the 
Jewish Emergency Management Plan and the Communal 
Security Group all camps were held safely, and I know all 
the youth movements appreciated the support and advice 
from Nicole.

COVID brought further challenges as youth movements 
had to adapt to online meetings and, for most movements, 
online winter camps.  I have been delighted with the way 
that the youth movements have continued to engage 
their chanichim.  We have had an opportunity to hear 
about their achievements at several Executive meetings 
and I think everyone at those meetings was impressed 
with what has been achieved.  We have also taken the 
opportunity to meet regularly with the youth movements 
and to assist them by publicising their events and working 
with them to explore grant opportunities.  The heads of 
the movements and their schlichim have risen amazingly to 
the challenge and I thank each of them for their hard work 
and dedication.  

The COVID reality has obviously had a huge impact on the 
Beth Weizmann Jewish Community Centre and the Lamm 
Jewish Library of Australia.  For large parts of the year the 
building has been closed to tenants as all organisations, 
including Zionism Victoria, have worked from home.

The Lamm Library under the chairmanship of Dr Rolene 
Lamm adapted to its new reality instituting a “click and 
collect” service for books as well as a range of online 
activities.  For institutions such as libraries the COVID 
restrictions have been particularly challenging but Rolene 
and her committee together with the Library’s Director 
Lauren Joffe have risen to the challenge and the Library 
continues to provide a valuable service to our community.

The lockdown period has seen the implementation of 
the security upgrade building works that have been in 
planning for several years.  With the securing of funding 
from both the State and Commonwealth Governments we 
have been able to commence this project and by the time 
of the Annual Assembly it should be completed.  While the 
closure of the building for a large part of the project has 
made its implementation somewhat easier it has still been 
a mammoth task.  The Chairman of the Beth Weizmann 
Jewish Community Centre, Sam Tatarka, together with our 
Executive Director, Jean Katzen have invested innumerable 
hours to ensure the delivery of the project.  I owe a huge 

debt of gratitude to Sam for all the work he has done both 
in relation to this project and in relation to the building 
as a whole.  Jeff Morrison has ably assisted in the work 
together with Tom Gorog and David Michaelson who have 
given willingly of their time to bring this very complex 
endeavour to fruition.  Without each of them this project 
just would not have been possible.

We are delighted that the UIA continues to support the 
work of Zionism Victoria as our Major Communal Partner 
and we thank them for their ongoing commitment to 
our work.  We were delighted that Gandel Philanthropy 
again agreed to be our Lead Partner in 2020.  With their 
support we have been able to face the challenges that 
2020 has provided and continue to fulfil our mission.  We 
look forward to working with both of our major sponsors in 
the year to come and thank each of other sponsors whose 
support and commitment is so valuable to our work.  

The Jakob Frenkiel Charitable Trust has continued to 
provide financial support for our work with particular 
emphasis on the Connecting Cultures program.  While face 
to face school tours have not been possible for most of this 
year we have continued to connect with schools in order to 
assist them to initiate virtual tours of the Jewish community 
including the Holocaust Centre and the Jewish Museum.  
As we continue to read about incidents of antisemitism 
in schools the importance of programs such as this is 
self-evident.  Daniella Gozlan continues to spearhead 
this program and to ensure that our connections with 
schools remains strong in anticipation of the time when the 
program can be fully implemented again.

I would also like to record our thanks to the State 
Government and to the City of Glen Eira for their support, 
especially during the time of COVID.  We have been the 
recipient of several grants that have enabled us to upgrade 
our technology and remain in contact with the Victorian 
Jewish community.  These grants have helped us to remain 
effective and relevant though this time.

While our exciting plans for 2020 had to be curtailed and 
altered the Zionism Victoria staff have remained committed 
and creative.  Each of them has adapted to working from 
home and finding new ways for Zionism Victoria to fulfil 
its mission.  The team has been ably lead by Jean Katzen 
who has shouldered the additional tasks that came with 
remotely supervising our staff together with the enormous 
workload that came with the building project.  My thanks 
go to Jean for all her help and support over the last four 
years since she joined Zionism Victoria - her dedication 
to and enthusiasm for the work of Zionism Victoria carries 
through in everything that she does.

Jean has been ably supported by our staff, Sandra Sochen, 
Charlene Miller, Daniella Gozlan, Jodi Liebenberg, Rob 
Sherwin, and Josef Wilkinson.  Each of them has had to 
adapt their roles to the new reality that we have found 
ourselves in and while they may be physically distant from 
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each other they continue to work amazingly together 
supporting each other and producing a program of events 
that has made me incredibly proud.

We were delighted to welcome Greg Blashki as our new 
Honorary Treasurer at the beginning of this year.  Greg 
has worked amazingly hard to restructure our accounts 
and to work through all the intricacies that have come with 
COVID 19 financial support measures.  As you will see 
from his separate Treasurer’s Report, he is keeping strong 
oversight of our finances as we navigate these times and 
the financial challenges that come with them.

My two vice-presidents, John Searle and Jeff Morrison 
have provided me with amazing support over the five years 
of my Presidency.  They have always made themselves 
available for advice and to act as a sounding board and 
I know that any task that they take on will be done to 
the highest standard.  As noted above, Jeff has assisted 
with the building project and John has worked with Josef 
to ensure that our communications are at the highest 
standards.  The past five years would have been so much 
more challenging without these two gentlemen - not to 
mention not nearly as much fun!

Sam Tatarka’ s role in the building project, as noted above, 
has been enormous and I do not know how he has fitted 
it in and maintained his practice.  Sam has given his heart 
and soul to bringing this project to fruition and without 
him it just would not have happened.  While overseeing 
this enormous undertaking Sam has also kept his finger on 
the pulse of the building and has worked with our tenants 
through all the challenges that COVID has produced.  
Sam’s willingness to take on the role of Chairman of Beth 
Weizmann is one for which I will be forever grateful.

Our Honorary Secretary Lexi Kowal has continued to 
support all the work of Zionism Victoria.  Lexi brings to our 
discussions not only the voice of a younger generation 

but also a wealth of experience in communal life.  Her 
contributions are always thoughtful and assist the Board 
in reaching its decisions.

Our other Board members, Ian Samuel OAM, 
Mory Kalkopf, Daniel Nash, Atida Lipshatz and Eli 
Boroda together bring a wealth of knowledge to the 
Board.  Between then they have a wide experience 
in many communal organisations and their input has 
proved invaluable.

As I come to the end of my Presidency it is a bittersweet 
moment.  This last year has obviously not gone as I had 
planned, and I am sad that some of the ideas that we 
had were not able to see the light of day.  On the other 
hand, I am immensely proud of what we have achieved 
this year and over the past four years.  I believe that 
Zionism Victoria has ably fulfilled its mission to “lead and 
encourage Jewish and Zionist activity and expression 
within Victoria, to represent the Jewish community, to 
promote and communicate Israel’s interests within the 
broader Victorian community and to promote and strong 
and positive relationship between the State of Victoria 
and the State of Israel” but we cannot and will not rest on 
our laurels.  I am sure that under the Presidency of Yossi 
Goldfarb the organisation will continue to grow and to 
prosper and will reach even greater heights.  I wish Yossi 
and all his Executive be’hatzlaha in all its endeavours and 
above all that they reap much joy and satisfaction (and 
fun) from their work.  I think that the year ahead will be a 
challenging one for all our communal organisations but I 
have no doubt that Yossi and his team supported by the 
staff of Zionism Victoria are up for that challenge.

B’shalom 

Sharene Hambur 
President
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ZIONISM VICTORIA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
JEAN KATZEN

Throughout 2020, Zionism Victoria has continued working 
tirelessly to bring the State of Israel into the hearts 
and minds of our Victorian community. Our team have 
been exceptional in their commitment and pride shown 
towards this shared objective. It’s been a different year 
than what we expected. Gripped with an unrelenting 
battle against the coronavirus pandemic, rolling stages of 
lockdown, having to work from our homes, there has been 
a foundational shift in the way in which Zionism Victoria 
engages with our community.

It was a difficult decision, but the pandemic forced us to 
change the way we facilitated our flagship events, the 
Yom Hazikaron commemoration ceremony, and our Yom 
Haátzmaut Community Festival. As has been with the 
majority of our 2020 event lineup, these events moved 
online, and our social media platforms and Zoom became 
a much greater part of our operations than ever before. 

We kicked off 2020’s calendar of events with a poignant 
Yom Hazikaron video ceremony. The ceremony itself was 
marked by tributes, candle lighting, music and prayer, and 
proved to be a touching way of remembering Israel’s fallen 
and victims of terror. The video was distributed online via 
our website, Facebook and YouTube and since April, has 
been viewed by more than 35,000 people.

Similarly, in marking the celebration of Israel’s 72nd 
birthday, we also turned to outside of the box thinking, 
packing in all of the incredible entertainment you would 
have seen at our community festival, into an online Yom 
Haátzmaut concert. With incredible musical performances, 

featuring local and Israeli artists like Simon Starr, 
Jonathan Skovron, Ohad Rein, Lior, and Anita Lester, and 
messages from some Israeli entertainment legends like 
Miki Gavrielov, Jozi Katz, and Moni Moshonov, the online 
concert proved the perfect way to mark Yom Haátzmaut. 
Since distributing the video via our website, Facebook and 
YouTube, more than 40,000 people have seen it.

A special thank you must go out to Hallelly Kimchi, 
who worked diligently to put these videos together as 
lockdown restrictions were being introduced.

2020 also saw a number of other incredible events and 
initiatives take place. Our Talking About Israel workshops 
became an online series of interactive videos, we launched 
social media campaigns marking Israel Shabbat and Yom 
Yerushalayim, we facilitated monthly webinars/lectures 
with guests from all around the world, and we launched 
a brand-new Zionism Victoria website.

2020 was also a year of growth, marked by the addition  
of Josef Wilkinson to our staff as our new Communications 
and Advocacy Coordinator. Through his work, Josef 
was instrumental in ensuring that Zionism Victoria was 
able to adapt to the changing needs of our community, 
managing our online content, including our website and 
our social media. Josef also launched our Connecting U 
E-Newsletter, distributed fortnightly.

None of this incredible work would have been possible 
without the ongoing assistance and support of our 
sponsors, community organisations and volunteers. 

Despite the unpredictable nature of 2020, it is with great pleasure that in my 
capacity as Executive Director, I am able to look back on the operations of 
Zionism Victoria over the past year.
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A special thanks to our major communal partner, the 
United Israel Appeal (UIA) for their ongoing help and 
continued support. 

We recognise the support and co-operation of the Zionist 
Federation of Australia as our national roof body that 
proudly represents Israel’s interests in Australia.  We are 
also privileged to work with outstanding Shlichim, who 
work not only for their youth movements but also by 
assisting us in so many of our activities and events. We 
have forged a close working relationship with the team at 
Australian Zionist Youth Council (AZYC) and look forward 
to a continuing this relationship into the future.

I would like to make special mention of our Zionism 
Victoria Board who give so generously of their time, 
professional expertise and knowledge. I would particularly 
like to thank Zionism Victoria’s President, Sharene Hambur 
who has continued to execute her honorary roles with 
dedication and commitment. The work of Beth Weizmann 
Jewish Community Centre Chairperson, Sam Tatarka must 
also be highlighted. Leading a vibrant team, Sam has 
overseen the security renovations of the Beth Weizmann 
Jewish Community Centre. A colossal building project 
that, despite the pandemic and delays, will ensure the 
future security and safety of our community’s home 
and finally to Greg Blashki who has taken on his role 
as Treasurer with such dedication.  Not only has he 
brought his financial expertise to the table, he has been 
instrumental in putting together our new database, which 
has been no mean feat.

As always, I acknowledge with sincere appreciation the 
lay and professional staff of our affiliates and tenants. 

My personal thanks go to my team at Zionism Victoria; 
Jodi Liebenberg, Rob Sherwin, Daniella Gozlan, Sandra 
Sochen, Charlene Miller, and Josef Wilkinson for their 
unwavering support and willingness to go way above and 
beyond the call of duty.  Together with Sharene, they have, 
throughout 2020, ensured that Zionism Victoria remains a 
vibrant and highly engaging organisation. 

A huge thank you to Mile and Belinda Stojanovski who 
together have ensured the smooth running of the Beth 
Weizmann Jewish Community Centre, especially during 
the period of building works.  Their dependability, support 
and commitment to the Beth Weizmann community is 
unsurpassed and for that I am extremely grateful.  

My thanks also go to Dr Rolene Lamm and Ian Samuel 
OAM for their expertise and dedication. In addition I 
would like to thank Library Director, Lauren Joffe and her 
team at the Lamm Jewish Library of Australia (LJLA) along 
with the many devoted volunteers who ensure the smooth 
running of the library. 

Our “Highlights” pages will show the amazing work of 
our team in engaging our community and the wider 
community with Israel. 

As you can see, 2020 hasn’t been a year to look back 
on negatively. In spite of the pandemic, and in spite of 
restrictions, Zionism Victoria has been able to engage 
our community like never before, to celebrate Israel’s 
remarkable achievements. We look forward to the day 
where we can once again return to Israel and pray that we 
will soon see peace in our homeland.

Jean Katzen 
Executive Director
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ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
19 November 2019 
We farewelled Mory Kalkopf as the Treasurer and 
welcomed Greg Blashki into this role. Mory was 
congratulated on his 5 years of service to our board as 
treasurer and will be remaining on as a board member. 

We welcomed Amira Aharonovitch as our keynote speaker,  
CEO and Director General of JAFI who has worked for 
JAFI in various roles and is their first ever female CEO.  
We congratulated several olim making Aliyah. Ian Samuel 
OAM and Dr Rolene Lamm presented the community 
volunteer award to Rick and Tami Olsha on their years of 
dedicated community service.  

FESTIBAYIT
8 December 2019 
On Sunday 8th December 2019 the Annual Festibayit  
took place. 

Once again Beth Weizmann Jewish Community Centre 
reverberated with the sounds of families having fun. 
Hundreds from throughout our community got involved, 
joining representatives from all of the youth movements. 

The joy on everyone’s faces sparked by the array of 
delicious Israeli style food on offer made Festibayit a 
wonderful event enjoyed by all.

ISRAELI ELECTIONS
25 February 2020 
In the lead up to yet another Israeli election, the third in 
less than twelve months, Sefi Shalam, Shaliach for Netzer 
and the Progressive Community broke down the rapidly 
changing Israeli political landscape to a crowd at Beth 
Weizmann Jewish Community Centre.

The live session was filled with questions from members of 
our community, relating to the economic impact of another 
election, the changes to parties and party leadership, and 
what impact another election might have on the issue 
of Palestinian nationalism.

HIGHLIGHTS OF 
THE YEAR
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YOM HAZIKARON
27 April 2020
Due to the first COVID-19 lockdown, Yom Hazikaron was 
one of the first events to take place virtually. This was one 
of the furthest reaching ceremonies we have had in the 
Melbourne community and beyond.

Zionism Victoria’s virtual Yom Hazikaron ceremony was 
recorded at Beth Weizmann. The opening address was 
presented by Sharene Hambur, President, followed by 
prayers. There were two Candle Lighters this year. We 
remembered the fallen and victims of terror. Due to our 
new virtual world we were able to share it worldwide with 
more than 36 000 views on YouTube and on our website.

It was one of the most moving and intimate events people 
engaged with in the comfort of their lounge rooms and will 
become a definite trend going forward into the future.

YOM HA’ATZMAUT
29 April 2020 
Yom Ha’atzmaut 2020 was shared as a virtual production, 
via Facebook Live.  This musical production “Friends of 
Shalom and Arik” produced by Simon Starr had the best of 
our local talent performing, interspersed with recordings/ 
interviews with some the most famous Israeli singer 
songwriters that worked with these legend musicians, 
Shalom Hanoch and Arik Einstein.  The classical hits from 
the greatest era of the Israeli music scene, back from the 
80’s, drew audience numbers in. 

The audience reached international homes from 
Melbourne to Israel, England, Germany, New Zealand, 
South Africa and India. Viewership being 30 000 to date.

ISRAEL SHABBAT
1 May 2020 
With our Yom Ha’atzmaut online concert a huge 
success, Zionism Victoria made the decision to shift 
the Israel Shabbat initiative so that it could also be 
experienced online.

Starting at 10:00am, Zionism Victoria, in partnership 
with Youth Movements and Shules facilitated an online 
campaign, featuring special Israel Shabbat messages from 
Rabbis and Shlichim throughout our community.

The event proved to be a huge success, with more than 
2,500 engaging with the campaign and messages on the 
day itself, and even more engaging with it in the weeks 
and months following.
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TALKING ABOUT ISRAEL #2: 
NARRATIVES OF ISRAELI 
NATIONALISM
19 May 2020 
Our second Talking About Israel session, entitled 
‘Narratives of Israeli Nationalism’ focused on some of 
the more prominent topics of Israeli nationalism, such 
as Zionist discourse in the 19th century, Jewish political 
legacy, and Zionism in Israeli society today.

The session was facilitated by Joel Burnie, Associate 
Director of Public Affairs at the Australia/Israel & Jewish 
Affairs Council.

Overall, the session was watched by 539 people. 
You can watch the session here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=xAkmr0GyMv8

TALKING ABOUT ISRAEL #1: 
THE LAND THAT I WILL SHOW YOU
12 May 2020 
In the introductory session to the Zionism Victoria 2020 
Talking About Israel workshop series, Eldad Shoham, 
Informal Education Coordinator at JNF Australia presented 
this session, entitled ‘The Land That I Will Show You’.

It was a snapshot of the context, the geography, the 
demography, and the reason for talking about Israel. A 
perfect introduction to the series. Before working at the 
JNF, Eldad was a qualified physical education teacher 
and a member of the Israeli national water polo team 
and coach. Eldad was born and raised on Kibbutz Ramat 
Yohanan near Haifa. The session was watched by more 
than 600 people online and can be viewed here: https://
youtu.be/9NTb_eNZfHE

TALKING ABOUT ISRAEL #3: 
NARRATIVES OF PALESTINIAN 
NATIONALISM
26 May 2020
Our third Talking About Israel session, entitled ‘Narratives 
of Palestinian Nationalism’ focused on the evolution of 
Palestinian national identity, the history of the Balfour 
Declaration, the Hashemite Kingdom, British policies, 
the idea of the Nakba, as well as leadership today and 
modern directions.

The session was facilitated by Dr Bren Carlill, the Director 
of Public Affairs at the Zionist Federation of Australia.

Overall, the session was watched by 1,496 people. 
You can watch the session here:  
https://youtu.be/k3oL_QmpRww

TALKING ABOUT
ISRAEL

WORKSHOPS

ELDAD SHOHAM
The Land That I Will Show You
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SESSIONS WITH SEFI: 
AS THE DUST SETTLES
4 June 2020 
In our second Sessions with Sefi event for 2020, Sefi 
Shalam, Shaliach for Netzer and the progressive 
community and Ben Kreiser, madrich at Netzer, facilitated 
a one-on-one Q&A webinar.

The duo answered questions about the outcome of the 
Israeli election, the coalition between Bibi Netanyahu and 
Benny Gantz and made predictions on the future of the 
Israeli political landscape.

The session was popular, with many in the community 
sending in questions and the session being watched by 
1,186 people. 
You can watch the session here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5jiLmtemO3k

DAUGHTER OF HAMAS  
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH SOUTH  
CAULFIELD HEBREW CONGREGATION

3 June 2020
In partnership with South Caulfield Hebrew Congregation, 
we facilitated a Zoom webinar with ‘Maya’, the daughter of 
a Hamas Sheikh.

Maya spoke about her life, as the daughter of a Jewish 
mother and devout Muslim father and the horror she 
endured at the hands of her husband. She now works to 
help rescue other Jewish women trapped in similar ways 
to what she experienced.

The session was facilitated via Zoom webinar, and had 
over 350 participants in attendance, many watching 
together with family and friends.

TALKING ABOUT
ISRAEL

WORKSHOPS

SAM TATARKA
War & Peace

TALKING ABOUT ISRAEL #4:  
WAR AND PEACE
2 June 2020
Our fourth Talking About Israel session, entitled ‘War and 
Peace’ focused on the history of conflict within the region, 
looking at war, military operations, and the evolution of 
non-state actors within the space.

The session was facilitated by Sam Tatarka. Sam has 
been active in many community organisations over the 
years including AUJS, Beit Aharon at Mt Scopus’ Gandel 
Besen House. Sam also served as the President of 
Zionism Victoria.

Overall, the session was watched by 580 people. 
You can watch the session here:  
https://youtu.be/8JJGGS1L2tA
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DISCOVER MOROCCO 1  
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NORTH  
EASTERN JEWISH CENTRE

25 June and 2 July 2020
In partnership with the North Eastern Jewish Centre, 
Zionism Victoria facilitated a Jewish tour of Morocco, 
live via Zoom, across two weeks in June/July.

Casablanca’s Rabbi, Levi Bandon, facilitated the 
tour, describing in detail the rich history of the 
Moroccan Jewish community and what life is like 
in Morocco today.

This was followed by traditional Moroccan music 
thanks to Israeli based Sephardic Singer Avi Tzaliach.

FLEEING THE HIJAB
22 July 2020
Zionism Victoria, in partnership with St Kilda Hebrew 
Congregation and South Caulfield Hebrew Congregation 
hosted Dr. Sima Goel via Zoom to share her 
incredible story.

Sima, who fled Iran when she was a child, spoke of 
her experiences as a Jew living under an antisemitic 
dictatorship, her eventual escape and journey to Canada, 
building a life, starting a family and writing her critically 
acclaimed book, Fleeing the Hijab: A Jewish Woman’s 
Escape from Iran.

The event was facilitated via Zoom and was attended by 
more than 350 people. Thanks to the popularity of this 
event a second event was scheduled with Dr Goel for 
follow up questions.

TALKING ABOUT ISRAEL #5:  
MEDIA ACTION
9 June 2020
Our fifth and final Talking About Israel session, entitled 
‘Media Action’ focused on the perceptions of Israel and 
the middle eastern conflict within the media, highlighting 
changes in the nature of the media landscape and tips and 
tricks for managing personal media intake when it comes 
to the conflict in the middle east.

The session was facilitated by Bren Carlill.

The session was one of our most popular, being watched 
by 1,461 people.

You can watch the session here:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBl-PrCKREo
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SHTISEL: THE INSIDE STORY 
5 August 2020
North Eastern Jewish Centre, in partnership with Zionism 
Victoria and others, hosted Yehonatan Indursky, creator 
of Shtisel, for an informative behind the scenes look at 
the making of the show.

Following the popular Netflix series there was huge 
interest in attending this event. Many people from 
Australia and overseas joined together to listen and  
get hints on the upcoming new season.

AN EVENING WITH SIMA GOEL
10 August 2020
The incredible success of our first event with Dr. Sima Goel 
prompted Zionism Victoria to facilitate a second event with 
the speaker.

The more intimate session was aimed at a smaller crowd 
selected from participants from the first session. This 
second event proved to be an amazing opportunity for 
participants to ask follow up questions about Sima, her 
story, and her book. It also proved to be an amazing 
way for Sima to receive feedback about her delivery 
and her book.

The event was facilitated via Zoom and attended by  
48 people.

ISRAEL PROTEST UPDATE 
4 August 2020
With civil unrest growing in Israel, Zionism Victoria’s 
Communications and Advocacy Coordinator, Joey 
Wilkinson, met with Ittay Flescher, +61J reporter in Israel 
to discuss the protests happening weekly in Tel Aviv 
and Jerusalem.

The discussion, which went for roughly one hour, saw 
the duo discuss Bibi’s trial for corruption and bribery, the 
growing protests and counter protests happening in Tel 
Aviv and Jerusalem, and the shifting political landscape 
in Israel, with the coalition between Bibi Netanyahu and 
Benny Gantz coming under strain.

Due to availability, the video was pre-recorded. Overall, 
the video has been viewed by more than 1500 people 
on Facebook.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR

HISTORY OF AN ANTHEM  
26 August 2020
For a less politicised event, Zionism Victoria hosted Roi 
Aloni, world renowned speaker and composer, to discuss 
the history of the Israeli national anthem, Hatikvah, and a 
brief history of Jewish music.

Roi facilitated an interactive lecture and Q&A, playing live 
music alongside video and audio clips.

Roi showed participants the historical links that Hatikvah 
has in a host of musical genres, including jazz, blues, hard 
rock and more. He showed instances of Hatikvah in music 
culture around the world.

More than 200 people participated in the event via Zoom.

Q & AUJS: UAE
30 August 2020
With a peace agreement between Israel and the UAE 
announced just a week earlier, the first agreement with 
an Arab nation since Jordan in 1994, Zionism Victoria 
partnered with AUJS for their Q&AUJS weekly webinar 
series, with a focus on the issue.

Dr. Bren Carlill, Director of Public Affairs at the Zionist 
Federation of Australia was a guest on a panel that spoke 
in depth about the agreement, the political history of the 
region, and what this could potentially mean for the region 
moving forward.

Questions were also fielded from the community around 
Palestinian nationalism and Bibi Netanyahu in relation to 
the move.

ANNEXATION: WHAT’S  
REALLY GOING ON?
12 August 2020
With the topic of annexation becoming hotly debated 
both inside Israel and around the world, Zionism Victoria 
Communications and Advocacy Coordinator, Joey 
Wilkinson, met with Reuven Ben-Shalom via Zoom to 
discuss the issue and the changing political landscape of 
Israel.

The duo discussed in depth the history of the issue and 
the region and where they both felt the situation was 
going moving forward.

The discussion was facilitated via Facebook LIVE and 
distributed via our website and YouTube afterwards.

Overall, it’s been viewed by more than 1800 people across 
all platforms.
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SABENA HIJACKING  
MOVIE SCREENING
27 October 2020
To celebrate another year of the International Jewish Film 
Festival, Zionism Victoria, in partnership with the Lamm 
Jewish Library of Australia, supported by Classic Cinemas 
and Ritz Cinemas, facilitated a 10 day digital movie 
screening of Sabena Hijacking: My Version.

The docu-drama features interviews with nearly everyone 
involved in the event, from one of the hijackers, to then-
Transportation Minister Shimon Peres and Benjamin 
Netanyahu, who was one of the Israeli soldiers tasked with 
taking down the hijackers.

The film was Nominated for Best Documentary at the 2015 
Ophir Awards (Israeli Oscars).

JERUSALEM AND TZFAT TOUR
20 October 2020
Over the course of two weeks in October, Zionism 
Victoria, in partnership with the South Caulfield Hebrew 
Congregation, facilitated online virtual tours of both the 
Old City in Jerusalem, and the Old Jewish Quarter of the 
ancient city of Tzfat.

The tours were facilitated online via Zoom, and hosted by 
Miriam Tekuzener, renowned Israeli tour guide. The tours 
visited many major historic tourist sights, including the 
Kotel, the Jewish Quarter of the Old City in Jerusalem, 
and Citadell Hill in Tzfat.

The virtual tours were experienced by hundreds of 
participants via Zoom, and proved to be an excellent way 
to connect with Israel while in lockdown in Victoria.

COOKING FOR ROSH HASHANA 
WITH RONIT ROBBAZ FROM OPEN 
TABLE BYRON BAY
15 September 2020
In another step away from the more political events, 
Zionism Victoria hosted Ronit Robbaz, Israeli Moroccan 
born award winning chef, cooking teacher and owner and 
operator of Open Table Catering in Byron Bay. 

Ronit produced 4 incredible cooking demonstration 
videos, with recipes she created specifically for the Rosh 
Hashana period.

The Q&A session, which was facilitated via Zoom, allowed 
members of the community who had watched the videos 
to ask Ronit questions about the recipes and cooking 
demonstrations.
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MESSAGES

 

 

September 2020/Elul 5780 

Message from Acting Ambassador of Israel Ron Gerstenfeld 
I congratulate Zionism Victoria on a successful year in a challenging local and global environment. 
Under the steady leadership of President Sharene Hambur and her team, the organisation has 
gone from strength to strength.  

The Australian Jewish community is the foundation of the Australia-Israel relationship. Zionism 
Victoria plays a critical role in that and we are very grateful for your tireless advocacy for the State 
of Israel. Through its extensive advocacy, engagement, and fundraising, Zionism Victoria provides 
a monumental service to both Israel and Australia.  

President Reuven Rivlin visited Australia in February. His visit included time in Melbourne, a 
significant portion of which was spent at community events and meeting community members, 
as well as key political and business leaders. The support provided to us by Zionism Victoria and 
other Jewish community organisations was crucial to the success of the visit.  

The pandemic hasn’t stopped us from carrying out our work in Australia. Co-operation between 
Israel and Australia is stronger than ever; our nations have worked together on water, 
biomedicine, AI technology, and urban planning policy. In fact, the transition to online activity has 
enabled us to connect Israeli experts and innovators with their Australian counterparts like never 
before.  

Turning to the Middle East, the agreement with the United Arab Emirates to establish diplomatic 
relations represents a significant turning point for international relations in the Middle East. It will 
open up new and exciting doors for both countries in many fields, and is a step along the road to 
peace for the entire region. Already, the phone lines are open and airlines are planning direct 
flights between the two countries. 

On behalf of the Embassy, I commend Zionism Victoria on a wonderful year and I wish you all a 
great deal of health, happiness, and prosperity in the year to come.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Ron Gerstenfeld, Acting Ambassador 
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MESSAGE FROM THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 
 
 
It gives me great pleasure to offer my best wishes to Zionism Victoria as it marks its 
Annual Assembly.  
 
The Assembly provides an ideal opportunity to review the Council’s achievements 
and challenges.   
 
As the peak body for the promotion of Israel’s interests in the Jewish community, 
Zionism Victoria continues to lead and encourage Jewish and Zionist activity and 
expression within Victoria, promoting a healthy and positive relationship between the 
State of Victoria and the State of Israel. 
 
Fostering a deep connection between the Victorian Jewish community and Israel, 
Zionism Victoria continues to facilitate bridges of friendship between the Jewish 
community and the broader community. 
 
This year has proven to be a challenging and unsettling one for all citizens 
throughout the world. Despite this, Zionism Victoria continues to work closely with  
community organisations and government providing assistance and care for those at 
risk, especially the most vulnerable members of our community. 
 
Victoria’s Jewish Community is a vibrant part of our State’s multicultural and multi-
faith society, contributing to all aspects of its social, cultural and economic life.  
 
On behalf of the Liberal Nationals Coalition, I thank Zionism Victoria for its continued 
leadership and vital role in sharing the Jewish cultural heritage with the broader 
community.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
THE HON. MICHAEL O’BRIEN MP 
Leader of the Opposition 
Leader of the Liberal Party 
Shadow Minister for Small Business 
Member for Malvern 

MESSAGES
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It gives me great pleasure on behalf of the Glen Eira City Council to pass on my best wishes to 
Zionism Victoria on the occasion of your 82nd Annual Assembly.

We are proud that Glen Eira is such a multicultural community, and that we have the largest Jewish 
community of any municipality in the country. We appreciate the importance of Zionism to so many 
members of our Jewish community, and thus the crucial role you play in maintaining and nourishing 
the Jewish identity for so many in our community. 

At the same time, we appreciate the work you do to make the Jewish community accessible to the 
wider community, thus contributing to the vibrancy of our multicultural Glen Eira.

Beyond Zionism, community organisations are vital in providing social connectivity, even if 
remotely – bringing people together and combatting loneliness. Your organisation provides 
many activities and opportunities for members of the community to come together, be it the Yom 
Ha’atzmaut celebrations, your lectures, seminars and webinars, or your community garden, to name 
but a few. 

It is particularly pleasing that we have in the past been able to assist you in keeping admission free 
of charge for the wonderful Yom Ha’atzmaut celebrations at the Caulfield Racecourse, and we look 
forward to being able to do so again.

Similarly, your many affiliates cover a broad range of interests for the whole community, from the 
young to the elderly and all in between. Volunteers in groups such as these really are the life blood 
of our community.

I wish Sharene, the Board, Jean and the professional team a hearty Mazel Tov for all you have 
accomplished this past year under the most difficult of circumstances, and wish you all the best for 
the coming year and many years beyond.

Regards,

Cr Margaret Esakoff 
City of Glen Eira Mayor

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR OF GLEN EIRA
MARGARET ESAKOFF 
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Message from Jeremy Leibler, President of the Zionist Federation of Australia to the Annual Assembly of Zionism 
Victoria  

On behalf of the Zionist Federation of Australia, it gives me great pleasure to extend my greetings to Zionism Victoria 
on the occasion of its 82nd Annual Assembly.  

It has certainly been a year like no other for Israel, Australia and indeed the entire world as the COVID-19 pandemic 
threw all of our plans into disarray. A year that has been unprecedented in its scale and impact on public health, on 
commercial life and almost every aspect of society.  

After 72 years, Israel’s very right to exist is still questioned and, amongst the global pandemic, the threat of terrorism 
in Israel remains real and constant. And yet there is certainly reason to be optimistic, particularly after treaties 
normalising relations with the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain were signed at the White House in mid-September. 
The historic El Al Flight LY971 from Ben Gurion Airport to Abu Dhabi, which also flew over Saudi Arabian airspace, is a 
realisation of the Jewish people’s  aspirations to exist as a Jewish state in eretz yisrael, at peace with its neighbours. 
We can only hope that this will lead to other Arab countries making a similar move.  

Zionism Victoria plays a key role in representing the Zionist Community in Victoria, advocating on behalf of the State 
of Israel, promoting Israel’s accomplishments and organising Zionist activity. In this, Israel’s 72nd year, despite the 
extreme challenges that two consecutive lockdown periods have brought with them, Zionism Victoria has once again 
led the community in celebration and commemoration, in engagement and in activity. The Yom Hazikaron 
commemoration and the Yom Ha’atzmaut celebrations, both of which were moved online this year and viewed by 
thousands around the world was a testament to this.  

The ZFA has been pleased to partner with Zionism Victoria on many successful joint ventures in 2020. Our joint 
mission is to nurture and continually cultivate a sense of being Jewish that celebrates our rich traditions and proud 
values, and that will inspire and sustain future generations of Jewish Australians.  

Our Jewish community strongly identifies as Zionist and despite individual differences across the community, there is 
clear consensus on many important issues, including our absolute commitment to Israel as a Jewish and democratic 
state, the need to advocate for and ensure religious equality in Israel, and to oppose discrimination against 
minorities. 

I congratulate Zionism Victoria’s President Sharene Hambur as she finishes up a successful five-year term. Sharene has 
led by example and leaves Zionism Victoria as the most effective roof body in Victoria. The Victorian Jewish 
community owes her a debt of a gratitude. I also want to thank Executive Director Jean Katzen and staff on their 
tireless work for the promotion of Israel across all areas, and I look forward to continuing our close and productive 
relationship in order to nurture and enhance Australian Jewry’s connection with Israel. 

Let us hope that the coming year will bring health, peace and happiness to the Jewish people and all of humanity. 

Jeremy Leibler 
PRESIDENT 

MESSAGES
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26 August 2020 
 
Sharene Hambur 
President 
Zionism Victoria    
306 Hawthorn Road 
Caulfield VIC 3162 
 
Email: admin@zionismvictoria.org.au 
 
Dear Sharene 
 
On behalf of the ECAJ councillors, observers, advisers and staff, I wish you and 
your colleagues, mazal tov on the occasion of the 82nd Annual Assembly of 
Zionism Victoria, and on your personal achievement in completing another fine 
year as President. 
 
This year has thrown up many challenges, notably the global COVID-19 pan-
demic, and the restrictions on the movement and gathering of people that it has 
made necessary.   
 
Rising fear and uncertainty have predictably led to the proliferation online and 
elsewhere of outlandish conspiracy theories, including those which are rooted in 
antisemitism.   In difficult times, you have continued to work closely with the 
Jewish Community Council of Victoria to keep the community well-informed 
about, and supportive of, Israel.   
 
It has been a great pleasure for all of us at the ECAJ to work with you and your 
dedicated team both directly and through the Zionist Federation of Australia.  We 
have also appreciated your personal input into our work as a member of the 
Committee of Management of the ECAJ. 
 
May you continue to draw inspiration from your love of the Jewish people and 
the State of Israel and may you continue to go from strength to strength.  
  
With best wishes for a shana tova u’gmar chatima tova. 
 

 Yours sincerely 
 

           
Jillian Segal AO   
President  
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I am delighted, both personally and on behalf of the Jewish Community Council of Victoria (JCCV) , to 
extend greetings to Zionism Victoria on the occasion of its Annual Assembly, and to congratulate the 
President, Sharene Hambur, and her Executive and professional staff on another year of service to 
the Victorian Jewish community. 
 
This year has been a challenging one for the whole of our Community, as it has come to terms with 
the impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic, and the resulting restrictions imposed by our Governments.  
Zionism Victoria has successfully adapted to the changed circumstances, and in doing so has 
maintained its role as a strong and effective advocate for Israel and the Victorian Jewish community. 
Through a variety of on-line programs, Zionism Victoria provided a focal point for the community’s 
celebration of Yom Ha’atzmaut, the JCCV was proud to support the live streamed Yom Hazikaron 
commemoration. 
 
Through delivery of a wide range of programs, including the successful ‘Talking About Israel’ sessions, 
Zionism Victoria provides a forum for exploring Zionism and the centrality of Israel to Jewish life, and 
strengthens the ties between Israel and members of the Victorian Jewish Community. 
 
The encouragement and supports provided by Zionism Victoria for the Zionist Youth Movements play 
an important role in ensuring the future wellbeing of our community. 
 
We are appreciative of the contribution made by Zionism Victoria highlighting the impact of 
antisemitism in Victoria, and the constructive role it has played in conjunction with the JCCV and other 
community organisations in engagement with the Victorian Government in response to the reports of 
antisemitic bullying in schools. 
 
As president of Zionism Victoria for 5 years, Sharene Hambur has been an outstanding leader and 
spokesperson for the community and leaves the organisation in a strong position.  As a member of the 
JCCV executive, she ensured that there is a strong working relationship between the JCCV and 
Zionism Victoria. On a personal note, Sharene has provided valuable advice and support during my 
term as president of the JCCV, and I wish her well in her future endeavours. 
 
On behalf of the Jewish Community Council of Victoria, and personally, I wish Zionism Victoria mazel 
tov on the completion of a year of which the whole organisation ought to be justly proud, and wish it 
all the best for the coming year. 
 
 

 
Jennifer Huppert 
President 
Jewish Community Council of Victoria 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF UIA VICTORIA – HAYLEY SOUTHWICK  

Zionism Victoria Assembly Report 

The translation of Keren Hayesod is “Foundation Fund”.  Keren Hayesod-UIA was recognised 
as the official fundraising arm of the State of Israel in 1956 and we truly have built the 
foundations of Israel: founding major institutions; building cities, neighbourhoods, kibbutzim 
and moshavim; and bringing Jewish refugees home to Israel.  Today our projects revolve 
around education, aliyah absorption, support for the aged, social development and providing 
the underprivileged the opportunity to uplift themselves and live lives of dignity. 

Our work is about strengthening the People of Israel through the obligation of collective 
responsibility – an idea that is founded in the Torah when each of the Israelites was required 
to contribute half a shekel to build the Mishkan.   

We enable our community to support projects of national importance to Israel and build a 
bridge between Israel and Jewish communities around the world.  We guarantee effective, 
high impact Israel oriented philanthropy, based on professional knowledge, experience, 
transparency and responsibility towards our donors. 

2020 is not the year we planned for our centennial year.  We were fortunate enough to hold 
our largest Gala Event ever, making it more accessible to the community and hosting Israel’s 
number one citizen His Excellency Reuven Rivlin - the President of Israel. 

UIA has continued to successfully engage with the community via webinars with inspiring 
speakers from all over the world.  Topics have ranged from cooking with world famous chefs, 
how Jewish communities around the world are coping in the pandemic to geopolitics, the 
security of Israel and the Israel-UAE peace agreement. 
 

 
 
Hayley Southwick 

UIA Victoria President 

 



2020 ANNUAL REPORT | 25

ZFA ISRAEL  
ALIYAH CENTRE
Aliyah is a key priority of the ZFA, and the Israel Aliyah Centre is core to its 
organisation. This is a goal we share with Zionism Victoria and as always, we 
are grateful for Zionism Victoria’s ongoing support.  

Aliyah is a key priority of the ZFA, and the Israel Aliyah Centre 
is core to its organisation. This is a goal we share with Zionism 
Victoria and as always, we are grateful for ZV’s ongoing support.  
It was a highlight to have Amira Aharonovitch the General 
Director of the Jewish Agency for Israel present at the final 
mezuzah presentation at the last Zionism Victoria’s Annual 
Assembly.

This year has been a tumultuous and challenging year.  With the 
onset of Covid-19, the closing of borders, the restriction in flights 
and the worldwide lockdown it seemed Aliyah would have to be 
put on hold. However, Aliyah requests around the world began 
to grow exponentially. Within weeks of the pandemic the Israeli 
government policy regarding Aliyah was made clear: To let Olim 
come to Israel, “In these hard times Israel would not close its 
gates to Olim.” 

Misrad Hapnim and The Jewish Agency Aliyah Department 
quickly issued new procedures and regulations including for the 
first-time allowing Aliyah interviews to take place via Zoom.  The 
Israel Aliyah Centre in Australia seamlessly adapted to the new 
regulations. However Australian Olim faced unique challenges.

Throughout 2020 the ZFA Israel Aliyah Centre has had some key 
highlights, initiatives and new projects including:  

In the last ZFA executive meeting David Mittelberg and Adina 
Bankier-Karp launched their “Aussies in The Promised Land – 
Findings from the Australian Olim Survey” which has provided 
the Aliyah department with a major insight into the Who, why and 
outcomes of Aliya –information that will lead to new initiatives to 
help meet the needs of our Olim.

ZFA Lockdown Learning - the Aliyah edition - An Aliyah panel 
discussion with four diverse and successful Olim was held.  This 
insightful discussion has inspired the planning of several exciting 
new programs.  The first one being the setting up of a mentor/
buddy program. Successful Olim in Israel are paired with Olim in 

1. The challenge of securing a ticket: During the period of  
April - June flights from Australia to Israel were not available 
and in June when flights re-opened the options of flights to 
Israel were minimal.

2. The ban by the Australian government on Australians, 
including dual citizens, leaving Australia

To alleviate the challenge of securing flights the ZFA Israel Aliyah 
Centre campaigned and in July the Jewish Agency made the 
landmark decision to allow Australian Olim to fly via Doha and 
Abu Dhabi opening flight options for Australian Olim. 

Secondly after the ZFA President, Jeremy Leibler, contacted 
Minister of Home Affairs Peter Dutton, and after several trials Olim 
have been granted permission from the government to leave 
Australia. 

Furthermore, as of September Israel added Australia to its list of 
“Green Countries” alleviating Australian Olim from mandatory 
quarantine.

World Aliyah numbers continue to grow exponentially, and 
Australia has fallen in line with this trend. Australia’s Aliyah 
numbers are above the figures over the last 6 years and up to 240 
Australians will make Aliyah in 2020.

Australia and New Zealand Olim Data, 2014 - 2020

the Aliyah process in Australia.  The relationship will begin while the 
Olim are still in the preparing stages in Australia and continue once 
they arrive in Israel.

Webinars - In conjunction with Telfed Olim are being offered 
a series of preparatory webinars focusing on employment and 
absorption.  

Garin Tzabar has continued to successfully run its program and in 
2020 will be sending 14 young Olim to take part in the Garin Tzabar 
army program.

Finally the ZFA Israel Aliyah Centre would like to take the 
opportunity to express our thanks and bid farewell to Ety Aloni, who 
as the representative of the Jewish Agency has been the director of 
the Aliyah Department for the past 2 years. Her energy, passion and 
can-do attitude will be missed.

ALIYAH
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At Habayit (home of Hebrew and Israeli culture) we luckily 
managed to host a few events before the entire world changed:

We ended 2019 with our largest ever Festibayit (Israeli 
Hanukkah Festival) with over 1500 people attending, the most 
organisations and partners and the most outstanding musical 
line-up. The decorations, production, amazing food, art and 
craft stalls etc, were all organised and manned by volunteers 
from the entire beautiful rainbow that is the Melbourne 
Jewish community. The feedback, vibe and atmosphere were 
incredible…and allowed us to end 2019 on a high.

In 2020 we opened the year, with the Hebrew story-show 
“Narkis King of the Swamp” in collaboration with Nira Sheffi, 
held in February. Following this, in March we enjoyed the 
soulful duo, Shay Perry and Ari Jacob who travelled all the 
way to Melbourne, from Israel for one night only to share their 
original and unique music. The evening was shared with more 
than 120 people, making it a night to remember. 

For Purim we held our Purim Festival at the Jewish museum 
with 60 parents and kids, dressed up in a variety of fancy 
dress, enjoying up-close views of a megillah from the 
Museum’s collection. In addition, they got to do a badge 
and mask making workshop and an Australian-first theatrical 
performance by two-much loved creatives – singer- songwriter 
Shani Weiss and actor and musician Nahav Dafni, re-creating 
the Purim story with assistance from the kids. It was a huge 
success. We also held another pre-Purim Hebrew ‘story show’: 
for 2-5 Year old’s: ‘Caps for Sale’, Presented by Nira Sheffi in 
Hebrew which was enjoyed by 30 kids accompanied by their 
parents and grandparents. 

And then there was lockdown…

Habayit intended to expand and make its brand national 
in 2020. It was necessary to move both Yom Hazikaron and 
Yom Ha’atzmaut online. This was a positive move for our 
brand as it allowed Habayit profile to expand both nationally 
and internationally. Zionism Victoria’s online Yom Hazikaron 
Commemoration, which saw Habayit’s Hallely Kimchi taking 
a key role in production, reached over 2600 viewers on 
Facebook on the night. To date, more than 35000 have 
seen the production from around the world and thanks to 
its availability on YouTube will continue to be viewed, which 
makes it the biggest online production from any Jewish 
organisation within Australia ever produced.

Habayit was the co-host of the first national Yom Ha’atzmaut 
event with Zionism Victoria. Given the circumstances, the 
event was shown online. It reached over 12000 viewers with 
3000 views on YouTube and 9500 views on Facebook. There 
were over 950 comments and 1400 reactions from all over the 
world – Israel, France, Germany, Sweden, Hong Kong, South 
Africa, and all over Australia to name a few.  

Habayit’s regular Hebrew classes have been held via Zoom 
from the end of March. The number of participants has 
increased by more than 30% throughout the lockdown period, 
with daily enquiries to join our current classes. Currently we 
have around 80 students joining our classes on a weekly basis. 
We are more than excited to have potential Olim joining the 
classes to improve their Hebrew in preparation for their Aliya 
in the next few months. 

Habayit’s project, “Cafe Babyit” launched in mid-May 
with 42 new students registered for one of seven Hebrew 
conversation classes, facilitated by our Shlichim, via Zoom. 
These classes are for all levels. The sessions are free and 
are casual. We are offering it as a service to our community 
during this challenging time, because it is online, we have 
had participants from across Australia taking part in  
the project. 

For Rosh Hashana Habayit in collaboration with LJLA had 
a beautiful puppet story-show with Nira Sheffi, where kids 
aged 1-5 joined us on Zoom, with their parents and enjoyed 
singing, dancing and listening to the story the apple that 
looked for honey. 

During September and October, we have launched another 
free service for the community, namely mindfulness and 
meditation sessions in Hebrew with Iris Bar. This has been 
a well-received initiative with 50 registrations from all over 
Australia joining on Zoom weekly, to learn important tools to 
deal with tension in this difficult time. 

Habayit will play a major role in the 25th commemoration of 
the assassination of Yizhak Rabin. The production will be the 
first national production with the AZYC and all the Zionist 
councils taking active part. Filming will take part in Israel, 
Melbourne, Sydney, Queensland, and Perth.

We look forward to a more normal looking 2021.

HABAYIT
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Jakob Frenkiel rebuilt his life in Australia following a 
miraculous escape from the train taking him and his family 
to the death camps. The Jakob Frenkiel Connecting 
Cultures Service is supported by the charitable foundation 
that he established.

Zionism Victoria’s mission of connecting Victorians with 
Israel is bolstered by its Connecting Cultures service. It is a 
FREE service offered to all Victorian schools and communal 
organisations aiming to foster cross cultural awareness. 
By educating and informing students and their teachers, 
Zionism Victoria enriches their understanding of Jewish 
culture and history, the Jewish connection to Israel and 
helps cultivate the values of tolerance and respect. 

Established over twenty years ago, by Zionism Victoria, 
Connecting Cultures has provided informative, educational 
and entertaining discussions and lectures to thousands of 
Victorians each year.  

Its purpose is to supply quality educational programs 
to groups interested in exploring the many aspects of 
Jewish life: religion, history, culture and of course Israel. 
Groups range from senior school age students to elderly 
communities (both Jewish and non-Jewish).

Our panel of speakers is made up of informed, engaging 
and experienced presenters, who are available to speak 
on a wide range of topics relating to Israeli and Jewish 
life. The speakers are volunteers, and their services are 
provided free of charge to the host organisation. They 
may speak on site, or alternatively, an arrangement 
for the organization to visit the Beth Weizmann Jewish 
Community Centre for the presentation, can be made.

One of the benefits of the service is that it is flexible to be 
tailored to the requirements of the school or organization.  
With the connections that we have created, we can access 
services and facilitate programs that the schools and 
organisations would not be aware of.  

In particular, the country schools who do not have access 
to the resources or knowledge to be able to arrange such 
a program.

Currently, Connecting Cultures has an outreach of primary 
schools, secondary schools and various community 
organisations. In the last year, we have further expanded 
the program into more country areas where the schools 
have limited access to this type of resources.  We are also 
finding that schools are now taking the opportunity to 
expand the program over several year levels.  It is usual for 
schools or organisations to rebook for the following year 
once they have participated in the program.

With the COVID19 pandemic now upon us, and the 
Government mandate that we must all work from home, 
Connecting Cultures has had to look for new avenues 
to assist the schools.  For most of the year, Government 
and Private schools in Victoria were learning in an online 
capacity from home.

As a result, we have needed to cancel all physical school 
bookings for this year.

We are currently in a position where schools now want to 
know more about “virtual tours” and “virtual learning” 
as we understand that excursions will most probably not 
happen for some time.

Accordingly, we are reconnecting with our schools, and 
branching out to new areas.  We are connecting them 
with online learning options with our partners, the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre and the Jewish Museum of Australia.

Our role now is more important than ever in that we are 
helping the schools navigate this new world and providing 
them with options.

For more information and bookings please contact 
our Connecting Cultures Manager Daniella Gozlan 
on 9272 5507 or dgozlan@zionismvictoria.org.au

Connecting Cultures is proudly sponsored by the generosity 
of the Jakob Frenkiel Charitable Trust who acknowledge the 
importance and desire to foster education.
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HONORARY TREASURER 

GREG BLASHKI

It is a pleasure to present the Treasurer’s report to the Zionism Victoria’s  
2020 annual assembly.

The legal entities associated with Zionism Victoria are as follows:
• Zionism Victoria (Zionism Vic) – promotes Zionism in Victoria and builds connections with Israel;

• Jewish Library of Australia Ltd (the Library) trading as the Lamm Jewish Library of Australia;

• Beth Weizmann Community Centre Inc (BWCC Inc) – owns and manages the property at 306 Hawthorn Road; and

• BW Community Centre Ltd (BWCC Ltd) – owns and manages the property at 304 Hawthorn Road.

OPERATING RESULTS 
The audited financial statements of above entities reported the following results for the year ended 30 June 2020 
compared with the prior year:
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NET ASSETS 
The following summary of net assets has been extracted from the audited financial statements of above entities:

The decrease in income was mainly due to not running the 
live Yom Ha’atzmaut functions, not having a 2020 Library 
appeal and losing some tenants.

The reductions in expenses for Zionism Vic and the  
Library reflected the changed level of operations in the 
Covid 19 environment.

The reduction in profitability of BWCC Inc largely reflected 
the absorption of unrecoverable outgoings as a result of 
the lost tenancies.  Discussions are currently on-going to 
replace them. 

For many years the small surpluses from the building 
operations have been used to support the operations of 
Zionism Vic.  In 2020 the operating surplus represented 

The above table shows that the net assets are represented 
primarily by the two buildings which were last valued in 
2019.  Commencing in March this year, we have been 
constructing a guardhouse, reinforced main building wall 
and security fence at a cost of approximately $2.4 million 
which, as mentioned previously, is being funded by the 
Federal and State governments.   A significant financial 
benefit of these works, which will be passed on to our 
tenants, will be avoiding expenditure on armed guards 
except for major functions. 

The reduction in other net assets reflects the reduction of 
BWCC Inc cash at bank as a result of the building works.

During the year, we commenced reviewing the systems 
and processes in each of the organisations to improve 

a return of less than 1%.  This year it was decided to 
treat the funds loaned by BWCC Inc to Zionism Vic as 
uncollectable and the loan was written off.

A further non-operating item was recognition of 
government grants received related to the security wall 
construction to date.  The full cost of those building works 
is being covered by such grants.

Although it is difficult to plan in the current Covid 19 
environment, in the current financial year it is expected 
that the general level of operations and our financial 
situation will be maintained or improved.

controls and make them more efficient.  This process is on-
going and includes implementing a new database system 
for Zionism Victoria and the Library.

One of the major joys of taking on a communal role is 
the ability to work with some wonderful people.  The 
professional team of Zionism Victoria, and in particular 
Jean Katzen, are a pleasure to work with and I thank 
them for their efforts.  At the volunteer level, thanks in 
particular to Dr Rolene Lamm and Ian Samuel OAM who 
are working hard to improve the Library and most of all to 
Sam Tatarka whose unsung management of our buildings 
is absolutely incredible.

Greg Blashki 
Treasurer
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BETH WEIZMANN JEWISH COMMUNITY  
CENTRE CHAIRMAN
SAM TATARKA

Overview 

With the pandemic and government restrictions forcing 
many businesses and community organisations to work 
from home, our office spaces and facilities have been 
closed for the majority of 2020. We hope however to be 
back in full swing as soon as restrictions permit in our 
much safer and more secure community hub. 

As a working space, the benefits provided through a 
co-location of professionals working both for Israel, and 
our Jewish community, have been incalculable. Despite 
the limitations in usage, the secure hiring facilities for 
community use, which includes our auditorium, kitchen 
meeting rooms of various sizes and more, have been 
maintained as we continue to strive to meet the expected 
demand in 2021. 

Our new community garden, supported by the Jakob 
Frenkiel Foundation and the Victorian State Government, 
is located in the courtyard outside the Lamm Jewish 
Library of Australia, continued to operate until stage 4 
lockdown with many happy members of the community 
growing fruit, vegetables and herbs. There were several 
community planting events held in the months leading 
up to lockdown, and it’s expected that these events 
will resume as soon as we can return. Meanwhile and in 
accordance with permitted activities we have strived to 
maintain the beds as best we can.

Security 

As always, security is very high on the list of priorities for 
our Community Centre. Security costs have been a major 
drain on our resources now for many years and we are 
delighted to be able to make a very significant dent in 
those costs as our major security upgrade comes close  
to completion. 

Federal Government and State Government support to the 
tune of $3 million, has seen us break ground and almost 
complete vital security upgrades and has ensured that 
the time during the pandemic hasn’t seen our Community 
Centre sit inactive. Expected to be completed by the 
end of October, the work has seen the construction of a 
blast proof exterior wall, the retro-fitting of the existing 
building with blast resistant materials, the construction of 
a new guardhouse and single point of entry and exit from 
the campus. Security cameras and monitoring systems 
have also been upgraded with the generous assistance 
of Project Fortify administered by CSG. 

Words are an inadequate means of expressing the debt of 
gratitude we owe to our security upgrade building team. 
They have been an invaluable source of support with day 
to day operations and each have played a vital role in the 
significant and long- lasting upgrade to the safety of our 
centre. Dave Michelson, our security chair has seen his 
long-held dream realised and has contributed unstintingly 
of his time, expertise and advice. Tom Gorog, Engineer 
extraordinaire has helped us through many technical 
aspects of the building process with a calm demeanour 

Given more lemons than anyone could want this year we have taken the 
opportunity to make lemonade by forging ahead with our long awaited and 
much anticipated security upgrade to the Beth Weizmann Jewish Community 
Centre “BWJCC”.
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the Beth Weizmann team whose dedication and support 
knows no limits. They manage tenants and visitors with 
warmth and professionalism and have been integral in all 
stages of the security renovations. Nothing is too much 
trouble for them.

I extend my sincere appreciation to the Community 
Security Group (CSG) for their ongoing contribution to 
the security of our centre and to the community at large. 
Volunteers from the CSG protect us and continue to give 
unstintingly of their time in service to the community. As 
noted above CSG through Project Fortify committed funds 
to an upgrade of our access control and CCTV systems as 
part of the overall security works and for that we are also 
very grateful. 

Thanks to Executive Security Solutions, our security 
contractor who provided the guards stationed at the 
entry to the building daily for many years. Whilst we won’t 
miss the bills, we will miss the excellent service provided. 
We also thank Hatzolah, whose volunteers look after 
our community daily. We acknowledge the professional 
support from Aston Commercial who provide us with 
property management services. 

Zionism Victoria’s Executive Director, Jean Katzen, has 
led the Zionism Victoria team with passion and enthusiasm 
above and beyond the call of duty. Together with 
Accountant - Rob Sherwin, Relationship & Advertising 
Manager - Sandra Sochen, Executive Assistant - Jodi 
Liebenberg, Grants & Special Projects Manager - 
Daniella Gozlan, Events Manager - Charlene Miller, and 
Communications and Advocacy Coordinator – Josef 
Wilkinson, the entire Zionism Victoria team deserve 
our thanks for their contribution towards the running of 
the Centre. 

Finally, I would like to thank my fellow Board members 
and in particular, Sharene Hambur, President of Zionism 
Victoria for their support and encouragement. Sharene 
and I have worked together for over a decade and as 
she prepares to step down after five years at the heIm 
of Zionism Victoria I wish to pay tribute to her unstinting 
dedication to community service and devotion to duty 
a mindset that she no doubt learned from her beloved 
mother Marlis Cohen OAM a’h who passed away a few 
months ago. 

Finally, may I publicly thank my wife Miriam and children 
Atara, Avraham, Menucha and Ari for their support and 
forbearance in the face of the endless meetings that 
inevitably take time and attention away from them. 

Sam Tatarka  
BWJCC Chairman

and great insight and Jeff Morrison, senior Vice President 
of Zionism Victoria has provided his insights and sound 
financial advice.  Last but not least Jean Katzen, Executive 
Director of Zionism Victoria who has been my right hand 
in every aspect of this project and an invaluable part of the 
team has overseen the day to day operations on behalf 
of our organisation.  I pay tribute to each and every one 
of you for all that you have done.  I could not speak more 
highly of Steve McIldowie our Architect and Contract 
Administrator, his able assistant, Stefanie Greiner and the 
team at McIldowie Partners who designed the upgrade 
with such deftness and attention to detail.  To each and 
every one of them we owe a debt of gratitude.

The Lamm Jewish Library of Australia (LJLA) 

THE LJLA continues to be the only public Jewish library 
in Australia, playing an important role as an educational 
and cultural hub for our community. In addition to a large 
collection of books and magazines, the LJLA website 
hosts a large collection of e-books, journals and audio-
visual resources. 

The impact of the pandemic has meant that the Library, 
like so many, has had to shut down to public use 
throughout periods in 2020. This has however presented 
an immense opportunity for the LJLA to shift many 
of its programs online, with lectures, author talks and 
other community events being facilitated via Zoom and 
social media. The LJLA has continued to flourish as an 
amazing resource, source of knowledge and home for 
our community. 

I congratulate Dr Rolene Lamm on another successful year 
as chair. Thank you to the board, staff, volunteers and 
the members of the extended Lamm family for all their 
dedication, time and generosity.

Acknowledgements 

I acknowledge Dr Rolene Lamm, the Library Board, 
Ian Samuel OAM, Lauren Joffe - LJLA Director and the 
committed library staff, Hanna Yahalom, Mary Lavi, Sophie 
Brand, Adele Hulse, Naomi Rassaby, Cynthia Pollak 
OAM, and Josef Wilkinson together with their dedicated 
volunteers, who make the LJLA such an important and 
valuable asset to our community. 

Dr Danny Lamm AM has been a stalwart support 
throughout my time as chair of Beth Weizmann. Danny 
continues to give of his time, wisdom and personal 
resources and the fulfilment of the security project realises 
a long-held dream of his. 

Mile and Belinda Stojanovski, our Security and Building 
Managers are and continue to be invaluable members of 
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Over this period of library closure, staff members have 
been engaged in cataloguing and expanding the eBook/
audiobook collections. ‘Click and Collect’ was initiated for 
a period allowing members of the community to borrow 
books safely over the difficult isolation time. This option 
was discontinued out of necessity following the second 
lockdown in Victoria 

Significant effort has been made over this year to develop 
a new LJLA website. Library staff, primarily Lauren Joffe, 
Naomi Rassaby and Hanna Yahalom have been working 
closely with our web designer to refine the product 
in terms of content and appearance and this new site 
is now in the process of going live. This is an exciting 
project which will facilitate easy access to checking library 
collections, special upcoming and past events as well as 
the library’s published memoirs. I also thank members of 
the library committee, in particular Ian Samuel OAM who 
has devoted much time and focus to this project as well 
as the significant contributions and expertise provided by 
Jean Katzen and Jodi Liebenberg.

A Glen Eira Council COVID 19 grant has facilitated 
the part time employment of a staff member with 
technological expertise to join the library, enabling us to 
run some very successful online events whilst providing 
support for speakers, the audience and ensuring that 
events run smoothly. We look forward to bringing the 

community many more upcoming author talks, lectures 
and panel discussions.

The monthly “Turning the Pages” Book club has continued 
and has been holding online meetings. In collaboration 
with Habayit, fun and educational children’s programmes 
have been provided.

The LJLA’s published memoirs of the Melbourne 
community continues to generate interested writers. This 
important programme which began in 1998, has many 
people adding their unique experiences to these valuable 
primary resources, which are held in the Smorgon archives, 
with many of the books available for library loan or 
purchase. To date we have published 143 autobiographies 
and anthologies, having given guidance through classes, 
editorial advice and publishing expertise. Adele Hulse, 
‘Write your Story’ facilitator and coordinator is currently 
working on Memoirs for a new Anthology. The lockdown 
has slowed the process since many of the authors require 
face to face contact to progress the stories.

The library, together with the Australian Genealogical 
Society, assists students doing their Roots Projects or 
anyone wishing to research their family background.

 The LJLA collection is growing and in order to fund new 
endeavors and maintain current commitments, the library 
relies on kind donations from the community. 

LAMM JEWISH LIBRARY CHAIRPERSON 

ROLENE LAMM

This year has been challenging in terms of regular library operations, 
given the building works at Beth Weizmann Jewish Community Centre and 
more impactfully, the Covid 19 pandemic.  In accordance with government 
regulations, the LJLA was closed from 24 March 2020 and staff members 
commenced working from home. The stage 4 restrictions ensure continued 
closure of the library for an indefinite time. 
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The 2020 Appeal was postponed in May due to Covid and 
is now scheduled for Nov 29th. The campaign is currently 
being prepared. Ian Samuel OAM has agreed to once 
again be the appeal Chair, assisted by Dr Danny Lamm 
AM. Greg Blashki has been busy updating the database 
for use. The LJLA appeal has always depended heavily 
on volunteers particularly for the phonathon.  We would 
welcome support from members of Zionism Victoria for 
this important and vibrant branch of your activities.

The lending, reference and referral services of the LJLA 
encompass all subjects of Jewish interest and are available 
to everyone.  The LJLA is a unique resource centre which 
provides comprehensive information services on Jewish 
literary, genealogical, cultural, historical, and religious 
topics and issues for the Australian community. The LJLA 
has over 46,000 books in English, Hebrew and Yiddish, a 
rapidly expanding collection of electronic books both  
E-Books and audio books as well as many hundreds of 
other audiovisual materials comprising DVDs, CDs, posters 
as well as journals. Its online catalogue lists the holdings 
of ten organizations including the collections held at the 
Kadimah Jewish Cultural Centre and the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre. The library also houses the collections of the 
Australian Jewish Genealogical Society and the Australian 
Jewish Historical Society.

While we were delighted with the increased library hours 
earlier this year, the complete library closure has been 
particularly disappointing. Library membership and loan 
numbers have grown over the past year, as well as the 
escalated reach into the community, primarily the result 
of the many additional functions and activities which the 
library has been able to offer.  

Thank you to the library  staff, under the able leadership 
of the Library Director Lauren Joffe; Sophie Brand, Mary 
Lavi, Cynthia Pollak OAM, Naomi Rassaby and Hanna 
Yahalom, who have all been operating under the difficult 
circumstances imposed by working remotely .

I give particular appreciation to our expert “Write Your 
Story” editor, Adele Hulse who works closely with 
members of the community on memoirs. A new part time 
appointment of Joey Wilkinson has supported the LJLA in 
offering extensive online events.

I thank the Zionism Victoria staff under the dedicated 
leadership of Executive Director; Jean Katzen; Daniella 
Gozlan, Jodi Liebenberg, who have provided invaluable 
assistance and expertise to me personally, as well as, 
to the library team. I also express appreciation to Rob 
Sherwin and Sandra Sochen.

The library is privileged to have over fifty volunteers who 
give generously of their time and are part of the library 
family. Unfortunately, their role and presence has been 
sorely missed over this closure time.  We wish them well.

I thank the LJLA Executive Committee who have 
worked closely with me and the Library over the past 
year and given generously of their time and expertise. 
Everyone has fulfilled an important and valuable role. 
My sincere appreciation to: Greg Blashki for his financial 
and business acumen, Leonie Fleiszig for her extensive 
library experience and good counsel,  Elana Lewin for 
expertise and creativity in library event management,  
Aliza Lamm for insightful critique, social media advice 
and enormous support, Danny Lamm AM in providing 
vision and direction to the library,  Ian  Samuel OAM for 
his untiring commitment, focus, effort and support, Nir 
Sherwinter for invaluable guidance and advice in the areas 
of library technology.

I also wish to express my  appreciation to Zionism Victoria, 
with its President, Sharene Hambur, who has provided 
much valued support,  as well as to members of the 
executive, in particular  Sam Tatarka, as Chairman of 
Beth Weizmann and  Greg Blashki,  as Treasurer, for their 
willingness to assist when needed. 

My vision for the LJLA is that it becomes Australia’s 
foremost Jewish and Zionist resource centre which can be 
easily accessed by all with high caliber lectures, author 
talks, and educational events, the hope is to extend the 
reach of the Library into diverse groups in the community 
and to be a significant hub for Jewish literature, culture 
and education. 

Dr Rolene Lamm 
Chairperson LJLA
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OUR MISSION

OUR ROLES:

• As the roof body of all Zionist organisations in Victoria, 
to provide an opportunity for discussion, debate and 
expression of Jewish and Zionist thought

• To develop deeper connections between the Victorian 
Jewish community and Israel, in particular attempting 
to include a wider cross section of the community in 
our activites

• To actively engage with the general Victorian 
community with a view to expressing, explaining 
and promoting Israel’s interests

• To conduct cultural, educational and informational 
activities and events

• To create an atmosphere within the community 
which values Zionist thought and expression, the 
Hebrew language and culture, and pride in Israel and 
her achievements

• Promoting and fostering Jewish communal voluntary 
and professional leadership and management

• Fostering intercommunity understanding and 
tolerance, and taking an active role in the Victorian 
multicultural community

To lead and encourage Jewish and Zionist activity and expression within 
Victoria to represent the Jewish community. To promote and communicate 
Israel’s interests within the broader Victorian community and to promote 
Victoria’s relationship with Israel. 

Phiolosophically, Zionism Victoria and the Zionist 
movement bases its activities and priorities on the 
“Jerusalem Program” - the charter adopted by the World 
Zionist Movement in 1968 and updated in 2004. The 
Jerusalem Program essentially calls for the centrality 
of Israel in Jewish life worldwide, and promotes the 
ingathering of the Jewish people into their historical 
homeland through Aliya.

The diversity of Zionism Victoria’s affiliated bodies is 
its strength. Affiliated organisations include the Zionist 
youth movements, fundraising organisations, Jewish 
day schools, Orthodox and Progressive congregations, 
political and social groups. With fifty three affiliates and 
a democratically elected executive, Zionism Victoria 
represents the broad range of community organisations 
which serve the Melbourne Jewish community.

Zionism Victoria was established in 1938, and in its seventy 
nine years of activity, has played an important role in 
advancing Israel’s cause in both the Jewish and wider 
communities.
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Zionism, the national liberation movement of the Jewish 
people, brought about the establishment of the State 
of Israel, and views a Jewish, Zionist, democratic and 
secure State of Israel to be the expression of the common 
responsibility of the Jewish people for its continuity 
and future. 

 
THE FOUNDATIONS OF ZIONISM ARE:

1. The unity of the Jewish people, its bond to its historic 
homeland Eretz Yisrael, and the centrality of the 
State of Israel and Jerusalem, its capital, in the life  
of the nation;

2. Aliyah to Israel from all countries and the effective 
integration of all immigrants into Israeli society.

3. Strengthening Israel as a Jewish, Zionist and 
democratic state and shaping it as an exemplary 
society with a unique moral and spiritual character, 
marked by mutual respect for the multi-faceted Jewish 
people, rooted in the vision of the prophets, striving 
for peace and contributing to the betterment of  
the world.

4. Ensuring the future and the distinctiveness of the 
Jewish people by furthering Jewish, Hebrew and 
Zionist education, fostering spiritual and cultural 
values and teaching Hebrew as the national language;

5. Nurturing mutual Jewish responsibility, defending 
the rights of Jews as individuals and as a nation, 
representing the national Zionist interests of 
the Jewish people, and struggling against all 
manifestations of anti-Semitism;

6. Settling the country as an expression of  
practical Zionism.

JERUSALEM PROGRAM 2004
Zionism is a dynamic ideology. That is why the core definition and aims 
of Zionism are periodically revised and updated. Below is the text that 
was endorsed in the Zionist Council session that took place in June 2004 
in Jerusalem.
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AFFILIATE REPORTS

The Australian Friends of Tel Aviv University (AFTU), the Victorian chapter raises funds, awareness and establishes collaborations 
for various projects at Tel Aviv University.

When the pandemic hit Tel Aviv University (TAU) immediately put all lectures online so that studies were not disturbed by the 
crisis. The main problem was that students were losing their jobs and were unable to continue with their studies due to financial 
stress. The University responded and offered low priced scholarships to help.  Also, a world-wide campaign The Drop Everything 
Covid -19 Drive was used to raise funds to assist students with their financial difficulties. 

In May 2020, AFTAU participated in a world-wide Crowdchange campaign, The Drop Everything COVID-19 Drive, raising  
$308 000.  This was an unprecedented sum raised from the Australian community. The funds raised assisted TAU’s cutting-edge 
research and development of vaccines for COVID-19, as well as providing state-of-the-art equipment to conduct research. 
AFTAU provided informative and stimulating webinarws with experts in various fields at TAU. AFTAU collaborated with Young 
Jewish Professionals on a zoom event, with renowned international speaker Gai Ben Dor in October.  

Furthermore, we are hosting a virtual event in November, honouring the memory of the late Emeritus Professor Louis Waller 
AO, TAU Governor and Patron. To date $100,000 has been raised to support Legal Clinics at the Buchmann Faculty of Law. It is 
hoped that much more will be raised on the night. 

Furthermore, this year we received a $650,000 bequest from the estate of a Melbournian friend. We continue to encourage 
Australian students to study at TAU, on a short-term basis, as a semester exchange or a complete TAU degree (many courses are 
offered in English)

Finally, I work with a dynamic and enthusiastic board of volunteers who are committed to the success of the organisation.  I 
would like to thank them and the staff at AFTAU for their loyalty and support. 

For more information, contact office@aftau.asn.au or 03 9296 2065 or visit our website https://aftau.asn.au/

AUSTRALIAN FRIENDS OF TEL AVIV UNIVERSITY

AUSTRALIAN FRIENDS OF RAMBAM
Australian Friends of Rambam (‘Ausforam’) was established in 2017 to promote and support Rambam Health Care Campus* to 
the Australian community

Our mission is to raise the profile and support Rambam HCC to achieve its goals; fundraise to support specific activities of 
Rambam HCC; to facilitate research collaboration between Rambam HCC and Australian institutions; and to promote and 
conduct health and wellness programs in the Australian Community through our Circle of Health program, using expertise from 
Rambam as appropriate.

Our achievements under the umbrella of Circle of Health, we conducted a series of events offering education, information, 
motivation and practical activities for the community, using both local and global experts from Rambam Hospital. Activities 
included: Rambam Ride; the visit of Dr. Ruth Perets who presented event about Ovarian cancer and a series “Meet the Experts”.

We are continuing our activities: Fellowship Program - Resulting from collaboration between Rambam (Dr. Ruth Perets) and 
Hudson Institute, Monash Health, we are expecting Dr. Boulos from Rambam to arrive at the beginning of next year; A potential 
collaboration between Aikenhead Centre for Medical Discovery in Melbourne and Helmsley Health Discovery Tower.

* Rambam HCC, based in Haifa, is the pre-eminent hospital providing medical services to northern Israel and, sometimes, also 
to patients in neighbouring countries. It is respected internationally for its clinical services and innovative medical technology.
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AUSTRALASIAN JEWISH MEDICAL FEDERATION
The Australasian Jewish Medical Federation (AJMF) is a not for profit organisation comprising Jewish doctors, medical students 
and para-medical practitioners, which is affiliated to the Israeli Medical Association. The Victorian branch arranges clinical 
meetings, conferences and social events for its members.  Membership fees provide funding for scholarships to Australian 
medical students (Jewish and non-Jewish) to pursue their elective medical training in Israel and we also provide financial 
assistance to Israeli doctors undertaking fellowships and advanced training in Australia.   

The rapidly changing COVID19 landscape has significantly affected our members, many of whom are in front line positions and 
at higher risk of infection.  An online chat group was set up so that our members could easily share clinical information and 
provide support to each other.  This forum identified a shortage of Personal Protective Equipment and the AJMF helped source 
hospital grade sanitiser, surgical masks and provided input to a local manufacturer of scrubs and surgical gowns.  The AJMF has 
also been involved in supporting community organisations and providing public health messages. While we have not been able 
to schedule face to face functions, we have run some well-attended zoom virtual events with local and interstate guest speakers.

Dr Jack Green 
President, AJMF (VIC)

www.ajmf.org.au

Ameinu Australia is in the process of relaunching under new leadership and we are excited to share our plans with the 
community in 2021 to reinvigorate the progressive, labour Zionist movement in Australia.

We would like to thank outgoing President Ron Finkel for his counsel and his longstanding advocacy for progressive, Zionist 
values and ideals.

We were also pleased to have helped form the progressive Zionist bloc Hatikvah, to secure one Ameinu seat to join the World 
Zionist Congress, held virtually later this year.

Dean Sherr, Tobi Rosengarten and Gary Samowitz

AMEINU AUSTRALIA

This year has, of course, been incredibly challenging for AUJS VIC. With physical engagement on and off campus no longer 
being an option, forcing us to cancel staple events like our AUJS Ball, 2020 has been a year of change and adaptability. Despite 
the hardships, AUJS VIC has been able to run amazing events and initiatives for our members throughout Victoria. 

Just before restrictions were enforced, we were fortunate enough to run our annual Puzza Party with over 180 attendees, which 
turned out to be a fun and exciting final hurrah. We then had to make the switch to host all our programming online through 
Facebook and Zoom.

We delivered amazing campaigns, such as our #CANpaign, where we donated canned goods and raised funds for C-Care, 
as well as our Keep on Movin’ campaign, a two week event where we promoted positive mental and physical health of our 
members through online programming. Our other focus for the year was keeping Jewish students connected socially, even when 
they could not connect in person. We held online movie nights, trivia nights, comedy nights, games nights and other hangouts 
to keep students entertained throughout lockdown.

Through online programming, we have also had the opportunity to connect our members with international speakers, such as 
Rabbi Mike Moskowitz from New York, who spoke to us about his role in the LGBTQI+ community, as well as an event with Israeli 
mentalist Nevo Abutbul. 

We would like to thank Zionism Victoria for all the support they have given us, as well as the Jewish Community for being so 
supportive of AUJS VIC during these trying times.

AUJS VICTORIA
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AUSTRALIAN FORUM OF RUSSIAN SPEAKING JEWRY
The Australian Forum of Russian Speaking Jewry (AFRJ) represents the Russian-speaking Jewry of Australia and endeavours to 
preserve the Jewish roots and traditions of our people in the Russian-speaking Jewish community and to the full support of the 
State of Israel.   

The Forum works with local Jewish organizations and is a member of the Zionist Federation of Australia (ZFA), Zionism Victoria 
and the Jewish Community Council of Victoria (JCCV).   

The Australian Forum has a community voice, a weekly radio program “Forum” at Jewish radio station J-AIR. The station enables 
the people of Melbourne to hear the Jewish point of view across an array of different topics in number of languages including 
Russian language, thus giving the Russian Jewish people of Melbourne a voice in the wider community. 

AFRJ has a very popular well-followed social media platform Facebook, offers a space for like-minded people with similar 
interests to connect and giving our Russian-speaking Jews audience the opportunity to establish and grow new relationships 
within a place they can trust and respect. Together with other Russian-speaking organizations AFRJ organizes Jewish holidays 
celebrations, participates in the Limmud festivals of Jews from the former Soviet Union (former Soviet Union), and organizes 
cultural events.   

We assist in fundraising for Israel to the World Israeli Appeal (UIA) and the Jewish National Fund (JNF), and Magen David Adom 
Australia (MDA), providing emergency medical response and ambulance services.

It is with pleasure that I report on the activities of ARZA Australia to Zionism Victoria for the 2019-20 year. I was delighted to 
be elected as the President of this Progressive Zionist organization at its 2019 AGM. I was also elected as Vice President of the 
Union for Progressive Judaism (UPJ.) ARZA recruited new and young members to its Board with 40% now under the age of 35 
years, who join the more experienced members. 

ARZA Australia is the Zionist/political arm of the UPJ. At a planning weekend of the UPJ held in Sydney in February 2020, an 
agreement was made that moving forward, the UPJ, ARZA Australia and the Assembly of Rabbis and Cantors (ARC)  would 
endeavour to work together in mutual co-operation and communication. This was done to ensure that the Australian Progressive 
Movement (as much as possible) speaks in unison with one voice in support of our Jewish Homeland Israel. With the World 
Zionist Congress planned for October 2020, the Australian Progressive Movement hoped to maximize its voice in Israel in 
support of Pluralism and equality in the Jewish Democratic State. To this end ARZA Australia moved to encourage all Progressive 
Jews to join as members to ensure the four mandates held by ARZA at the 2015 World Zionist Congress would be maintained.

ARZA successfully participated in the Area Election Committee and maintained the current number of WZC delegates, with a 
30% increase in membership numbers making ARZA the largest Zionist organization in Australia. It is disappointing that the 
congress cannot take place in person, but we hope to participate in the decisions to be made virtually and look forward to a 
conference in 2021.The organization now has a comprehensive membership list and provides weekly communication to all UPJ 
congregations and ARZA members. Regular posts are also made to the ARZA website and social media. Statements on key 
issues such as annexation, normalisation with Arab States, gender equality and other issues are published, often jointly with 
the UPJ and ARC. ARZA Australia has now established a sub- committee which is in the process of examining our role in the 
community going forward.

Finally, we congratulate Sharene Hambur on her Presidency of Zionism Victoria and the leadership she has always shown in that 
role. We wish her well in her retirement.

Helen Shardey 
ARZA Australia President  
UPJ Vice President 

ARZA AUSTRALIA



2020 ANNUAL REPORT | 41

The Australian Friends of Shaare Zedek Inc is a Health Promotion Charity working to promote the prevention and control of 
disease whilst raising funds for Shaare Zedek Medical Centre, Jerusalem.  With a dedicated team of volunteers headed by Dr 
Allan Garfield, the organization plays a significant role in the Australian community.  

Shaare Zedek Medical Centre is Jerusalem’s most central hospital with a profound commitment to the citizens of Jerusalem and 
surrounding areas.  With 1000 beds over 2 campuses, the hospital plays a pivotal role in providing top quality medical care for 
a myriad of medical conditions.  It is one of the busiest maternity hospitals in the western world, with over 22,000 births per 
annum.

The Covid 19 pandemic has placed extreme pressure on every aspect of operations of the hospital as it plays a leading role in 
the response to the Covid-19 pandemic in Israel.   Shaare Zedek now has the largest Covid-19 biobank in Israel and is actively 
involved in treating many Covid19 patients and in research projects to optimise prevention and treatment of the disease. 

The Australian Friends of Shaare Zedek hosts regular events to educate the local community about health and wellbeing issues.  
A recent webinar series featured medical experts at Shaare Zedek describing the challenges and responses to the pandemic and 
the significant lessons that can be applied universally.  

Donations to AFSZ Inc are tax-deductible. There are no full-time employees and funds raised enable Jerusalem’s Hospital with a 
Heart to continue its significant and life-saving work. 

www.shaarezedek.org.au 
facebook.com/shaarezedek

AUSTRALIAN FRIENDS OF SHAARE ZEDEK INC

Betar Melbourne is a Zionist Jewish Youth Organisation based in South Caulfield. We provide weekly peulot (activities) for 
school-aged children and development opportunities for our senior madrichim (leaders) throughout the year. Our peulot 
are focused on our two main pillars, Hadar (pride) and Tagar (activism), as well as Zionism, self-identify, leadership youth 
empowerment and current social issues. 

This has been a challenging year for us due to the dynamic nature of the pandemic, however it has been quite successful.  
We have been able to run engaging online peulot weekly through Zoom for all our chanichim (participants) and have still been 
able to deliver an intensive Hadracha leadership program for our Year 10s. We have also undertaken various initiates to keep 
our chanichim connected, such as our ‘Iso-active Challenge’ throughout Term 2, which was a competition with many different 
challenges (e.g. baking, coin tossing, drawing) with an overall winner at the end of the term. 

Together with the help of the community we were able to publish a ‘Betar Jewish Community Cookbook,’ as our annual 
fundraiser. The cookbook is filled with over 80 recipes from current and graduated Betarim, as well as families, friends and 
members of our wider community. It has been an extremely successful fundraiser and we have received great feedback on it  
so far. 

Into the future, we are looking forward to going back into in-person activities and further strengthening our bond with our 
chanichim, fellow madrichim and with Israel.

BETAR MELBOURNE

AFFILIATE REPORTS
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BRIGHTON SHULE
Brighton Shule is a vibrant Jewish community hub serving the growing number of families in the Bentleigh, Brighton and 
Brighton East area.

While COVID restrictions have stopped us gathering at Shule this year our Facebook page opens the door to a huge number  
of daily online functions, from shiurim to baking classes, and from Havdalah services to Shofar in the Park.

You can visit Brighton Hebrew Congregation on Facebook, Instagram and at www.brightonshule.org.au

2020 has lent itself to unprecedented challenges for Bnei Akiva, yet despite the challenges we have faced, our dedication to 
providing Chinuch, Torah, and connection to Israel has never been more relevant.

As always, Bnei Akiva’s core aim is to instil the values of Torah and Avodah within our chanichim and madrichim. Bnei Akiva is 
a pillar of Modern Orthodoxy in our community, and our education is centred around living a Religious Zionist life. ‘Am Yisrael, 
B’Eretz Yisrael, Al Pi Torat Yisrael’ - our mantra is our purpose.

We are very proud of efforts our madrichim have made during these uncertain times. The time and commitment in transforming 
our shabbat orientated movement into a flourishing online one, has been nothing short of inspiring. These shared experiences 
would be impossible without the immeasurable amount of support that Bnei Akiva receives from Mizrachi. Key Mizrachi 
personnel including Rae Bower, Rabbi Danny Mirvis and Dr. Danny Lamm give a huge deal to our youth movement, and Bnei 
Akiva owes a great deal of thanks to them. The support of the AZYC and Zionism Victoria is also greatly appreciated.

Events

Whilst the last few months have by no means been easy, our continuous efforts and creativity can be seen through the many 
events, including but not limited to our bi-annual Mishelanu for Pesach and Tishrei, online Yom Ha’zikaron, Yom Ha’atzmaut, 
Yom Yerushalayim events, our Chessed month #togetherapart, delivery of CCare packages, RU Okay day events, Omer Sefira 
initiative, online Tikkun Leil, Jewrovision, Bnei Show, Bneidio and Tisha B’av. We also launched our very own Bnei Masks, hosted 
an Eitan Katz pre-Rosh Hashonah concert, online Slichot, facilitated Lulavim and Etrogim to the community, and most recently a 
Leil Hoshana Raba Series. 

Mad Meeting

Mad meetings are a weekly virtual forum for Madrichim to connect and engage. We have facilitated conversations regarding the 
goals for this year and how to best achieve these under these trying circumstances. Whilst having had to run most of our mad 
meetings online this year, Batya Maron our Rosh Chinuch has shown her incredible dedication and passion for Chinuch in the 
many ways she has educated the Madrichim.

Roshei Beit Midrash

Our Beit Midrash has also taken full advantage of the opportunity to bring prolific speakers from all around the Jewish world 
into the minds and hearts of the Bnei Akiva Melbourne community. Pivoting to an online shiur forum for most of this year, we 
have heard from speakers within the Bnei Akiva community as well as from many of the religious institutions that our Madrichim 
have attended in Eretz Yisrael and where we hope our chanichim will soon find themselves. Programs have adapted to changing 
requests, and have been tailored for different age ranges, through such initiatives such as Mads and Seniors Shiur, Junior Shiur, 
and larger communal shiurim open to the public.

Hanitzotz 

Hanitzotz, more commonly known as ‘The Nitz’, is Bnei Akiva Melbourne’s weekly newsletter. Our 2020 editors Saul Goldman, 
Benji Kalkopf and Victoria Bart have provided nothing less than witty, Torah full and fun content for the quieter shabbats this 
year. We have also welcomed this year the incredible initiative of the ‘Junior Nitz’. Edited by Basya Vorchheimer and Itta 
Oyberman, our juniors enjoy fun parsha games, activities and insightful content. 

This year would not have been possible without our Hanahan and the Hanhala and we thank them for their tireless efforts.  We 
thank the whole mad body for their continued endeavours and strength! We are also blessed to have the guidance of Shlichim 
Motty and Yiscah Goodman whose professional expertise and vast Bnei Akiva experience have been an invaluable asset. We 
thank them for their continuous support. 

BNEI AKIVA MELBOURNE
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Caulfield Hebrew Congregation (CHC) is an Orthodox community member congregation, an inclusive place to pray, study and 
connect with Jewish people of different ages and backgrounds. CHC runs programs and events such as: Caulfield Bubs for 
toddlers and parents; Chanukah and Purim carnivals; Bar and Bat Mitzvah club; Zusha and Zohar groups for teenagers; inkr572 
for young adults; Connexions group for young couples; regular shiurim and talks for adults; weekly Tuesday Shmoozeday for 
people 65+ years of age; and social events popular with the whole community. CHC is affiliated with Zionist youth movement 
Hineni. During the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, CHC has successfully changed the delivery of most of the religious, educational 
and social activities from face-to-face to online. 

CHC has presented a variety of Zoom/Facebook/YouTube sessions aimed at different audiences, for example: one-off 
presentations; weekly online shiurim; multi-week courses; a Scholar in Residence program; Rabbi Ralph’s Q&A series with Rabbis, 
politicians and businessmen; and a Rosh Hashanah baking and frame-decorating project for kids. Arcare Shabbat services and 
pastoral care have continued without interruption. Online Shule services have included pre-Shabbat videos, a Tisha b’Av service 
and a special “Connections” series of four events for the high holydays, broadcast on YouTube and Facebook, which attracted 
over 10,000 views. A beautiful ‘Wall of Wishes’ project has helped people feel connected to CHC. When allowed under 
COVID-19 restrictions and deemed safe by the President and Board, CHC has run on-site religious services and B’nai Mitzvah, 
under the guidance of Rabbi Ralph Genende. 

CAULFIELD HEBREW CONGREGATION

Emunah Australia is an affiliate of World Emunah, the international organisation that supports Emunah projects in Israel. Emunah 
is a leading Israeli social action and welfare organisation founded in 1935. It provides lifesaving services to more than 10,000 
individuals and families at risk including infants, children, adolescents, adults, and senior citizens. Emunah runs homes for 
children who have been removed from their families, emergency shelters, women’s advocacy and therapy centres. During the 
current pandemic, Emunah has stepped up with additional support and resources for people whose lives have been turned 
upside down, maintaining 24-hour care and facilitating distance education. 

In the past year, Emunah Australia has undergone a generational handover. In November 2019, a group of young women from 
Melbourne was fortunate enough to visit Emunah in Israel, thanks to the World Zionist Organisation investing in the future of 
Zionist causes around the world. In Israel, these women visited a range of facilities and saw first-hand just how life changing 
Emunah is.

In early March 2020, Emunah held a Gala Cocktail Evening to celebrate the generational handover of Emunah in Melbourne to 
a new group of young women who have dedicated themselves to continuing the legacy of the incredible volunteers who came 
before. Two special guests came from Israel for the event: Eli Deri, a young man who grew up in Emunah Afula children’s home 
who shared his uplifting story and beautiful original music, and Deborah Nathan from World Emunah.

Emunah Australia is a tax-deductible fundraising organisation, and you can stay connected with Emunah’s amazing work on 
Facebook and Instagram, or find out more by visiting www.emunah.org.au

Friends of Likud Inc. advocates the Jabotinsky Zionist perspective of Israel-related matters in the Australian community.  
The association promotes and defends the rights of the Jewish People in and to Eretz Yisrael.

In particular Friends of Likud Inc. emphasises the importance of liberal democracy, economic freedom, and a strong defense 
force to ensure the continued strength of Israel in the future. Friends of Likud Inc. organises events which are addressed by 
distinguished persons, pursuing topics and areas of interest.

Friends of Likud Inc support the Betar youth movement to conduct its ongoing activities.  Friends of Likud Inc. places immense 
value on the work done by Betar in inculcating Zionist values and therefore strongly encourages the presence of Betar Australia 
wide. Grants and fund raising are provided to Betar to enable participants to attend Shnat programmes, camps and  
other activities.

Gamar Tov,

,תלֵּ חיַ

Alex Goodman 

EMUNAH AUSTRALIA

FRIENDS OF LIKUD

AFFILIATE REPORTS
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HASHOMER HATZAIR
Hashy began this year with an incredibly successful Shomria (summer machane) that involved chanichim*ot from Adelaide, 
Sydney and Byron Bay. In late January, we sent off four lovely Year 12 graduates off to Shnat Hachshara. We had a big ‘First 
Meeting Back’ where we introduced our year 3 kvutza, Ma’anit. Since we were thus bound to quarantine, we held peulot 
(activities) on Sundays and kef (fun) sessions on Thursday nights. Hashy released in April our new monthly iton (newsletter) called 
“The Young Guard”, where chanichim*ot and madrichim*ot contribute articles, art and other writings in an aesthetic, insightful 
magazine. Additionally, we began producing fortnightly podcasts on our Soundcloud, with occasional videos and Instagram 
takeovers. During Pesach in isolation, we delivered quarantine packages to the chanichim*ot. Over the winter holidays, we were 
unable to hold our annual winter camp, so we did an online four day intensive “Shomeric Race” where the kids had challenges 
offline, and a variety of activities online. In this period, we managed to gather the Hashy alumni community, doing a weekend of 
activities with the adults of Hashomer Hatzair, with over 50 people involved. 

Later in the year, we hosted a couple of intellectual discussions with the progressive community, on relevant, important topics 
such as LGBTQ rights and the Israeli Palestinian conflict. Finally, the Hashy PnF committee hosted an amazing, diverse mini 
online film festival fundraiser that involved the whole community. Overall Hashy has maintained its historical consistency of 
keeping the ruach (spirit) and strength in difficult times. We are looking forward to our upcoming Shomria 2021!

For Habonim Dror Melbourne, 2020 has been a rollercoaster of a year. We had a wildly successful first week back and Purim 
carnival in March where we raised money and wrote cards for the Country Fire Authority (CFA). Then we were faced with a 
challenge we could never have predicted - COVID19. We dived immediately into online peulot on Zoom, as well as weekly 
federalised activities, YouTube videos and Instagram takeovers to keep the community engaged. We had over 100 chanichimot 
attend our first two weeks of Zoom peulot and were receiving praise from parents in all forms. 

As the weeks progressed and online school became the norm, Zoom fatigue kicked in and numbers have not been quite as 
high since. However, we have persevered! We ran an extremely successful Tikkun Leil with a range of insightful and memorable 
speakers. We ran a safe, in-person day camp / holiday program for over 70 chanichimot at various locations over the winter 
break. Further, we have been continuing to engage with Jewish schools and public schools (including Gardenvale, CJC and 
Caulfield South Primary) to run peulot on Purim, Pesach and most recently Rosh Hashana. Our madrichimot have also continued 
their educational processes through numerous seminars throughout the year. Although this year has been a challenge for us and 
we will continue to face difficulty, we are preparing for a very exciting Kayetzet and Fed camp (in Melbourne and following safety 
precautions), as well as our 80th birthday celebrations in December, and are looking forward to what the future has to bring.

HABONIM DROR MELBOURNE

Hineni began 2020 with a Shabbat dinner for the Senior chanichim and a swimming party for the Juniors. We began our weekly 
programs and loved being a part of CHC Purim carnival.

Following the outbreak of COVID-19, Hineni was faced with a new and unprecedented role. That is, to provide a space for 
chanichim and madrichim to have fun and engage with Judaism away from the scary realities occurring in the world. In true 
Hineni spirit, our madrichim were pushed by the new structure of Hineni, producing weekly virtual programs filled with love, 
passion and of course, fun! We celebrated Pesach, Yom Ha’atzmaut, Lag Ba’omer and Shavuot all through the lens of our 
computer screens. With over 150 people attending our online Tikkun Leil, Hineni realised the potential of virtual activities and 
were ready to take on more.

Semester one culminated in a virtual federal winter camp, Machane Chameleon, which engaged 60 chanichim from Sydney and 
Melbourne from grades 2-12. A special thank you to Tali Prawer, the Melbourne Rosh of Camp, who was instrumental in creating 
an incredible camp experience. As restrictions tightened once again, we geared up for another Semester online filled with 
exciting programs, each month with a different theme such as ‘Choref’ which was focused on fun and ‘Elul’ which prepared our 
chanichim for the Yomim Noraim. This included play-doh making, bagel cooking and virtual tashlich. While this year presented a 
major hurdle for Hineni Melbourne, we could not be prouder of the resilience and passion shown by our madrichim. 

HINENI YOUTH AND WELFARE
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Kehilat Nitzan is the only Masorti (Conservative) congregation in Melbourne, Australia.

We offer traditional egalitarian Shabbat and Chagim services and Shiurim in a warm and friendly environment. We welcome and 
include everyone irrespective of age, gender, or sexual orientation. We are committed to Jewish tradition and law (Halachah), 
Israel and Zionism, Jewish learning and the study of Torah.

Events – events and activities were held for Chanukah, Tu B’Shvat, Purim, Tikkun Leil Shavuot; Compassion calls and support 
to Members during Covid; on-going participation in Masorti International Movement (Mercaz – political Zionist movement and 
Masorti Olami – religious arm).

Services – this year on Zoom and YouTube Kosher Streaming - Kabbalat Shabbat, Shacharit, Havdalah, Pesach, Shavuot, High 
Holy Days, Sukkot, and Simchat Torah.

Lifecycle – Brit baby naming, B’nei Mitzvah – education provided remotely during Covid, Marriage, Funeral and Bereavement, 
and Pastoral Care.

Programs/Activities – Kruv Nitzanim (ages 0-4), Zehoo (ages 4-9) – videos provided online, and Zoom during Covid Shutdown, 
Chai Holiday Program and Kesher (ages 9-11) a bridge between Zehoo and B’nei Mitzvah aged children.

Adult Education – Talmud, 929 Tanach B’Yachad, Short Courses, Parasha HaShavuah Sessions with Emanuel Synagogue - 
Sydney, Guest Speakers, and Book Club.

Tikkun Olam – Food Van, Nitzanim Singers, Food for Mourners, Visiting the Sick, Connectivity (education, films, guest speakers 
for Older Members); supporting Jewish Care (e.g.: fruit and veg vouchers, Kosher Meals on Wheels, and providing kitchen and 
bathroom essentials).

KEHILAT NITZAN

Maccabi Victoria President’s Report – ZCV Annual Assembly 2020 has been a difficult year at Maccabi as with most other 
organisations. In mid-March all programs and sport were cancelled and remain so. 

Accordingly, our income has been substantially impacted as no affiliation fees will be received nor have we held our annual 
appeal. We have been able to maintain engagement with our members through an update’s website www.maccabiupdates.com 
We have run webinars, provided online training modules and most importantly have established the Maccabi Sports Foundation 
Covid Hardship Fund. 

This fund will provide financial support for families to ensure that their children are able to participate in Maccabi sport. The 
closure has allowed us the opportunity to overhaul office systems, processes and policies. We have introduced a Salesforce 
database that will enhance member management into the future. Thank you to the hundreds of volunteers at our clubs, our 
dedicated staff and my Board. 

All your hard work makes Maccabi the largest grass roots Jewish organisation in the country. And sincere thanks to our most 
valued Sponsors and supporters whose ongoing support is most appreciated. Maccabi Greetings 

Brian Swersky  
President, Maccabi Victoria

MACCABI VICTORIA

AFFILIATE REPORTS
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MARCH OF THE LIVING AUSTRALIA INC. 
For the first time in its 32 year history, the iconic March of the Living program which takes students, young adults and adults 
to Poland and thereafter to Israel to mark and commemorate the two most central and seminal events in modern day Jewish 
history, namely Yom Hashoah (Holocaust Memorial Day) and Yom Hazikaron/Yom Ha’atzmaut (Remembrance Day and 
Independence Day) did not take place in 2020 due to the Covid-19 global pandemic. 

Following on from the success of the 2019 program (and all its predecessors) which saw the participation of the largest Australian 
adult delegation since March of the Living Australia sent its first delegation on the program in 2001, the 2020 program once 
again received huge interest from around Australia, but unfortunately those participants had to be put on to the 2021 and 
following years Expression of Interest lists. 

In the absence of the physical program March of the Living went virtual and a worldwide broadcast of the Yom Hashoah 
ceremony, normally conducted in Birkenau itself, was shared and beamed through to hundreds of thousands of people 
worldwide incorporating well known celebrities, world leaders, survivors, educators, musicians and more. This ceremony was 
supported by a creative and memorable global initiative whereby ‘memorialisation plaques’ normally written by participants on 
the program and placed on the railway tracks leading into the Birkenau death camp on the day of the March (Yom Hashoah) 
were written virtually and illuminated onto the walls and gate of Birkenau as well as onto the walls of the Habimah Theatre in Tel 
Aviv on Yom Hashoah.

Virtual programming and education have been the order of the day and this has continued throughout the year and will continue 
going forward until such time that we may be able to resume the physical program once again. March of the Living Australia is 
dedicated to furthering our knowledge and understanding of the Holocaust; to educating and leading the battle against anti-
Semitism, bigotry, hatred, intolerance and indifference of any kind; and to promote a better understanding of the incredibly rich 
and special fabric of Israel – it’s challenges, achievements, opportunities, shortcomings and uniqueness!

March of the Living Australia looks forward to a continued strengthening of our ties and engagement with Zionism Victoria and 
all its affiliates in 2021. 

Cedric Geffen 
President 

WHEN YOU ADD IT ALL UP, THE NUMBERS SAVE LIVES

169 Medical Emergency Stations operated by Magen David Adom throughout Israel
74,865+ injured in road accidents evacuated by Magen David Adom
650 First-Responder Medicycles
14+ resuscitations per day on average performed by Magen David Adom teams
470+ volunteers from 22 different countries trained and worked in Magen David Adom stations
1,200 ambulances deployed by Magen David Adom
152,578+ civilians completing resuscitation courses to SAVE LIVES
25,000+ volunteer EMT’s and paramedics
7,500+ First –Responder volunteers deployed to an average of 500+ calls per month

Battling a crisis is nothing new to Israelis. Whether its rockets, terror attacks or a virus, the people of Israel forge ahead because 
they have the best trained, most technologically equipped Emergency Medical Organization; MAGEN DAVID ADOM. They also 
have another powerful ally looking out for them: YOU, because the need for vital medical supplies and emergency equipment 
is never-ending, your donation makes a huge difference. What-ever you give, you will have the thanks of over 25,000 EMT’s and 
paramedics- and of the 9.2 Million people who call Israel home. Most importantly you have our thanks from Magen David  
Adom Australia. 

These are just some of the reasons Magen David Adom is one of the world’s best EMS organisation but there is one critical 
number 13,765. That is how many kilometres away most important supporters live- Australians like you whose support provides 
the equipment, training and technology that makes our LIFE-SAVING work possible. Your support can help increase our most 
important number- LIVES SAVED. For more information and upcoming events please visit 

www.magendavidadom.com.au

MAGEN DAVID ADOM (MDA)
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The past year has again been important for Mizrachi during which the many arms of the Organisation have continued to provide 
a full range of services to our members and the Jewish community at large. 

R’ Danny Mirvis, Senior Rabbi of our Organisation, provides leadership, enthusiasm, empathy and generous full-time 
commitment and has overseen a very inclusive atmosphere at Mizrachi, which is reflected in increased membership and larger 
attendances at services and at all Mizrachi events.  In recent years attention has been given to the future of the 20–35-year-old 
demographic within Mizrachi.  Many of these young adults have graduated from Leibler Yavneh College and/or been actively 
involved in Bnei Akiva. Those who do not make aliyah represent the future of the Mizrachi community in Melbourne and it is 
vital that their needs are adequately catered for.  It is a primary focus of Mizrachi.  We are delighted that we have farewelled 
numerous members of our kehillah, making up majority of people who make Aliyah from Melbourne.  Unfortunately, the 
restrictions imposed on the community through the coronavirus pandemic have created havoc for tefillot b’tzibur.  Mizrachi led 
by example for orthodox kehillot country wide and always adhered to state law. Yavneh and Bnei Akiva have faced the same 
stress and their lay and professional leadership have conducted themselves admiringly. Notwithstanding the closure of Mizrachi 
physically at 81 Balaclava Road, the number of shiurim and attendances has skyrocketed with the use of Zoom remote learning.

The Kollel Torah Mitzion, comprising the Beit Midrash and the Midrasha, is the very heart and soul of the Mizrachi Organisation. 
Since its establishment in 1998, the Beit Midrash has been, and continues to be, a place of learning, of teaching, of Torah and of 
tefillah. Mizrachi’s Beit Midrash is unique in our community. It offers a learning experience similar to that enjoyed by our young 
people in yeshivot and midrashot in Israel and provides a familiar haven for them to continue their studies and their involvement 
with Torah learning once they return home to Melbourne.  The academic team is by a Rosh Kollel who comes on Shlichut from 
Israel and the team includes graduates of the IDF Hesder programme and women doing the Bat Ami Service in the Diaspora.

As the peak kashrut authority within Australia, Kosher Australia continues to provide the Australian Jewish community with a 
range of vital services. Guided by its Rabbinic and professional staff and under the leadership of the Kosher Australia Board 
Chairman Stephen Shnider, Kosher Australia has significantly enhanced the range and quality of its services in the last twelve 
months.   

This year’s conference was hosted by Melbourne Mizrachi with the outstanding scholar in residence Rav Yosef Zvi Rimon.  It 
brought together the Rashei Kollel from Perth, Sydney and Melbourne, Bnei Shlichim from each Snif in Australia; merakzim from 
each city, all hesder bachurim and bnot sherut from Carmel School, Moriah College, Leibler Yavneh College. 

Bnei Akiva continues to play a central role in the lives of our children. The largest Zionist youth movement in Australia continues 
to grow and has benefitted from strong leadership from successive leaders.  

During the past year Mizrachi has hosted many interesting guest speakers and welcomed scholars in residence and visiting 
dignitaries who have provided a range of fascinating shiurim and presentations. 

Dr. Danny Lamm AM 
President

MIZRACHI MELBOURNE

Like many other organisations, Melbourne Hebrew Congregation (MHC) had to pivot and adjust to the realities of 2020. Its main 
priority has been the safety and health of its employees and members, as well as seeking to maintain a sense of community 
amongst the membership.

Earlier in the year, the Bar Mitzvah Program shifted to an online presence. It was great to see how these young men adapted to 
the virtual format of the program. Their dedication and commitment during this milestone year in their lives was commendable. 

Virtual services became a common practice, and Melbourne Hebrew Congregation provided its members with spiritual 
connection within the limitations of Orthodox Judaism. A pre-Shabbat service became a regular program. In this way MHC 
maintained a sense of community whilst still providing religious content. Though the experience was different, it proved to be 
successful and appreciated within the community.

Despite being cautiously optimistic that we would be able to celebrate the High Holydays in shule, we had to adapt to an 
unprecedented reality of no services at shule. Rosh Hashanah themed hampers were sent to our members to ensure the New 
Year started on a sweet note. We held virtual services for both Erev Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur that, despite their online 
nature, had a warm, welcoming community feel, and were again very much appreciated by the MHC community.

MELBOURNE HEBREW CONGREGATION

AFFILIATE REPORTS
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MOUNT SCOPUS MEMORIAL COLLEGE
Mount Scopus Memorial College is Melbourne’s biggest Jewish Day School with more than 1500 children learning and growing 
within the institution. Its Mission Statement defines Scopus values as Excellence in Learning; Holistic Education; Jewish Identity 
and Community Service.

Like all institutions, Mount Scopus has struggled with the challenges of the pandemic and the lockdown. Thankfully, we have 
managed to ensure continued learning online for all students, and to maintain many aspects of Scopus life and the students’ 
Jewish connection. We thank our teachers and the students for their tremendous efforts. 

Looking to the future, we are excited by the creation of the dedicated Year 3 Centre opening in South Caulfield in 2021, and our 
long-term vision of moving our main campus into the heart of the community in Caulfield.

The work of the school leadership is assisted and overseen by President Amy Hershan, the school Executive and Council, and 
major fundraising is led by the Scopus Foundation Chairman and Executive. We thank them all for their efforts and dedication.

Rabbi James Kennard 
Principal, Mount Scopus Memorial College

Established in 1927 by Dr Fanny Reading, MBE, the National Council of Jewish Women of Australia (Victoria) Inc works locally 
and globally to provide support to vulnerable women, advance the status of women, promote a harmonious multi-cultural 
society and supports projects in Israel. 

We work locally and globally to advocate for women on a range of issues across the lifecycle.  Our award-winning Caring Mums 
program is a home based, free service that provides emotional support to mothers of newborn babies and women during 
pregnancy.  Our volunteer Caring Mums work with women from all walks of life and diverse ethnic and racial backgrounds.  
Since the program began in 2011, we have trained over 60 volunteers and worked with more than 220 new mums from diverse 
backgrounds.

Monday Munchkins provides a supportive playgroup for mum’s in their child’s first year with educational sessions on topics  
of interest.

Our Empowering Single Jewish Women and Effective Relationship programs provide women with an understanding of the 
emotional and practical issues post separation or loss, enable them to connect to and be active in the community and promote 
the development of positive relationship skills.  

Seniors programs – We provide a diverse range of programs for older members of our community: Books out Loud, Bridge  
Club, Caulfield Seniors Club, Golden Age Clubs ( for seniors from the former Soviet Union) and computer/digital media classes 
for seniors.

Multicultural Activities include our interfaith sedar, participation in a range of events withing the Victorian community.

Status of Women – our advocacy in this area stems from our commitment to human rights and women’s rights including a 
commitment to substantive equality, inclusion and participation for women and girls in the Jewish and broader communities.  
We collaborate with Stop the Traffik, Jewish Taskforce against Family Violence and Unchain my Heart.  During 2016 we also 
established the Jewish Women’s Legal Network.

Support for Israel – together with our sister organisations in other states we fundraise for a number of projects in Israel including 
the Haifa Women’s Refuge, the University of Haifa Ethiopian Women’s Fund (in memory of the late Dr Geulah Solomon) and Ilan 
Disability Services.

For further information please contact Lee Ann Basser, CEO or Annette Sweet Program & Events Manager on (03) 9523 0535. 
www.ncjwavic.org.au 

NCJWA (VIC) 
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This year has been unique and troublesome but strangely a year where unexpected opportunities arose.  The most distressing 
period of the summer holidays were the severe bushfires that were a national disaster and threatened all Zionist summer 
camps. Fortunately, our Netzer leadership including our Shaliach, Sefi Shalam, was able to move the camps to a safer camp 
near Wilson’s Promontory. It was so well attended, that we reached maximum capacity. Our Shnat year group had to return 
to Australia early due to Covid 19. Upon their return to Melbourne the group continued their ‘Zionist’ experience together, 
enjoying a terrific study program our leaders developed. The ‘remote’ winter camp was again well attended and the participants 
had an enjoyable time, that had been very well planned by the Netzer madrichrim. We wait to see what will be allowed for the 
summer camps. 

Just before Covid lockdown the Melbourne Progressive community hosted the interim president of the World Union for 
Progressive Judaism, Rabbi David Saperstein as our guest scholar to launch the Progressive UIA Appeal.  Rabbi Saperstein 
was the head of the Religious Action Centre based in Washington. RAC is the social action arm of the North American Reform 
movement. He was invited to give the prayers at the inauguration of President Obama and later appointed the Ambassador for 
Interfaith Activity around the world. We were very fortunate that his program in Melbourne ended before he had to return to 
Washington due to Covid-19 but unfortunately was unable to complete his Sydney commitments. In Melbourne he was exposed 
to the wider community both Jewish and interfaith groups where the question of antisemitism and anti-Zionism were addressed 
in much detail. Public forums allowed exposure to the general Jewish Community. Our overall fundraising for the UIA matched 
last year’s total which was very surprising considering the impact of isolation, economic downturn and lack of contact for many.

PJV took the opportunity of the move to use Zoom for meetings to introduce a series of forums that have been held late on 
Sunday afternoons. We have held two series and more to follow after the Yamim Noraim. A number of the topics related to 
Israel i.e. discussions on the then proposed annexation, a wonderful discussion on Israeli culture, mainly music and a forum 
where the community were free to ask the ‘difficult questions of Israelis. That series ended  with a wonderful interview of the new 
president of the World Union for Progressive Judaism, Rabbi Sergio Bergman from Argentina who has a very strong Zionist world 
view and had been the minister for the Environment in the previous Argentinian Government. We did a Facebook recording in 
conjunction with the Zoom events that attracted hundreds each week. We look forward to starting the third series again in early 
October. This new series will also include a couple of Israeli themes including one on Israeli culture, a discussion on “The New 
Middle East” and Reform Zionism and its relationship with younger generations.

Throughout much of the year ARZA, the Progressive Zionist political arm of our movement, was heavily publicising the need 
for our members to vote for delegates for the upcoming WZO elections. In the end of course, much money was saved by 
agreeing on the number of delegates for each Zionist Organisation. ARZA continues to forge a bigger bond with our Progressive 
members and Israel. PJV recently launched it’s very successful Virtual Mishpacha website that combined all the services, study 
sessions and family programs of all four Progressive congregations (Etz Chayim, Leo Baeck Centre, Temple Beth Israel and 
Kedem) plus input from Netzer. All our services were available online via Zoom, webinars and YouTube. A pretty challenging 
year that enabled us to reach out to our members and the general Jewish communities.  We look forward to re-entering our 
synagogues as soon as we can, what that means post Covid is anyone’s guess but will require some flexibility to adapt to the 
next challenge.

We thank Sharene for her successful years as president of Zionism Victoria and her welcoming of a much broader range of 
Zionist viewpoints. We wish the new executive every success for the future.

Dr Philip Bliss OAM, President

Ha’Tzofim’s main objective is to form and deepen the Jewish, Israeli, Zionist identity among Israeli children, living outside 
of Israel by strengthening their sense of affiliation and connection to the state of Israel and the Jewish people. The activities 
are held under the standards and the principles of the youth movement in Israel, with a focus on youth leading youth. The 
educational programs are held in Hebrew and focus on leadership, social skills and scouting. 

Our activities highlight the connection with Israel, Ha’avat Ha’Eretz, Jewish tradition and learning Hebrew. Furthermore, we 
create an educational setting for the older members of the branches to deal with the questions of returning to Israel and 
strengthen the connection between the Israeli and Jewish community. The Tzofim branches (Shvatim) also serve as a communal 
centre for the Shevet’s families and the broader Israeli community. 

There are numerous events and activities undertaken in Tzofim Shevet Onnot: Weekly activities every Sunday (Years 3-12),  
Weekly Leadership and Hadracha federal course, lockdown online activities during the week (e.g. cooking, exercise, scouting, 
origami, live radio, trivia etc.),  Tzofim activity kits for lockdown,  Memorial Day’s community ceremonies via Zoom, celebrating 
Jewish holidays with special events online with the community, family recipe book for Shavuot, Kabalat Shabat online,  Tzofim 
Partnership with Israeli Scouts in Kfar Saba through COVID-19, in-person winter camp “MINI ISRAEL” (Years 3-7), in-person 
Hadracha Course and Madrichim seminars (Years 8-12),  “Cheer in Quarantine” community challenge among the Hebrew 
speaking community.

TZOFIM

PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM VICTORIA 

AFFILIATE REPORTS



50 | ZIONISM VICTORIA

ZIONISM VICTORIA

UNITED JEWISH EDUCATION BOARD (UJEB) 
For over 120 years UJEB has been a pillar of our community, ensuring that every Jewish child has access to Jewish learning and 
Jewish experiences. 40% of Jewish children do not attend a Jewish school. UJEB supports these children by providing a whole 
school journey, beginning with prep, continuing right through to year 12. With UJEB, every child has a range of programs to 
foster engagement in Jewish life and our community. Growth, growth, and even more growth.

Growth in programs 

This year saw a flourishing in our Hebrew language programs. We expanded the very successful Hebrew Immersion Program 
(HIP) to five schools. Over the past few years UJEB has improved the educational offering of every program. Our teen 
engagement program has hit new heights, with UJEB collaborating with BBYO International to connect our teens into a network 
of over 80,000 Jewish teens across more than 50 countries. The buzz amongst youth is growing, and with this strategy we are on 
solid ground to reach one of our 2020 goals of engaging more teens in Jewish Life and community.  

Growth in organisational capacity 

For several years now UJEB has been a very lean machine, the growth in our programs has led to a much needed organisational 
expansion and the hiring of a Business Manager as well as additional administrative support. 

Growth in support 

I am proud to once again report that our donors continue to see the great value that UJEB adds to our community. Additionally, 
we reviewed program costs to reflect this value. Fees as a percentage of our annual income has grown from 15% to over 25%. 
Improving the quality of our educational offerings has enabled us to cost our programs more appropriately. Whilst we still have a 
great need for philanthropic investment from our community, the growth in parent support via timely payment of fees is a great 
testament to the improvements that UJEB has made over the last few years.

UJEB continues to be guided by a strong strategic development plan, and we constantly strive to grow and improve. Ein breyrah 
is not a default position. Rather, it is a statement about UJEB’s essential purpose and mission to ensure that the 40% of our 
young people outside the Jewish day school system develop deep bonds with their Jewish heritage. We are working to continue 
building a connected, committed, and passionate Jewish community of the future. UJEB is engaging our future!

B’Shalom, 

Itzik Sztokman  
Executive Principal

This year WIZO celebrates its 100th birthday. To mark this momentous occasion WIZO Victoria held a special celebration with 
World WIZO President Esther Mor who conveyed her vision of WIZO for the next 100 years.

This year has been challenging for all with the unexpected pandemic. Despite the circumstances WIZO Victoria has steadfastly 
continued to support Israeli society. 

We have adapted to the situation using webinars and zooms as the new method of communicating with our members.  We have 
invited special guests from around the world to speak and inspire our WIZO community. WIZO Victoria has kept in touch with 
their members via a bi-monthly newsletter, sending mail to our older members, and checking on their well-being with regular 
phone calls.

Various WIZO Victoria groups have kept their members engaged via Zoom, with a wide range of topics, such as virtual tours of 
Israel, discussions on how to keep your children mentally safe during lockdown, Bingo nights and much more.

WIZO Kids created a project for Rosh Hashana in which they sent over 1000 packages including a decorated place card, apple 
and honey to old age homes and other community organisations in order to put a smile on resident’s faces.

Our Bnei-Mitzvah programs are continuing over Zoom with Melbourne children sharing their milestone with a disadvantaged 
child in Israel, thus enabling kids in Israel to celebrate their Bar/Bat Mitzvah with a WIZO celebration and party. 

Israel is facing a severe food crisis due to the impact of COVID 19, which has forced 850,000 people onto the unemployment 
market. WIZO Victoria has launched an emergency “Feed a Family” Campaign to assist those in desperate need.

May we all continue our wonderful work - Am Israel Chai

Ronit Chrapot 
WIZO Victoria President

WIZO VICTORIA 
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Zionism Victoria recalls with sorrow the memory of those 
heroic members of the Israeli Defence Forces who have 

fallen in the service of their country during the past year. 
We mourn their passing and acknowledge and honour their 

supreme sacrifice. We extend our heartfelt sympathy to 
the families and friends of the victims of terrorism and  

anti-semitism over the past year within Israel and abroad. 

This Annual Assembly of Zionism Victoria also pays tribute 
to the memory of our Zionist colleagues who have passed 

away during the past year.

יהי זכרם ברוך
MAY THEIR MEMORY BE BLESSED


