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MESSAGE FROM

Yossi Goldfarb
President
Zionism Victoria

There are four numbers that represent what this
year’s Yom Ha’atzmaut means to me: 73, 50, 4
and 1.
The first one is hopefully obvious to all. The
magnificent project that is the modern-day State
of Israel is now 73 years in the making. We revel
in each of those 73 years, in what Israel has
achieved during this time and in what this has
given our community. The centrality of Israel in
our Jewish lives is the principal tenet of our Zionist
movement and our community grows stronger
with each and every year of Israel’s independence
because of our strong connection with, and love
for our old-new homeland.
As I write this, more than 50 per cent of Israel’s
population has now been fully vaccinated against
COVID-19. In fact one out of every hundred
people who have been vaccinated world-wide are
Israeli – no small achievement for a country whose
population numbers one-tenth of one per cent of
the globe’s. From our relatively COVID-safe lives
here in Victoria this best-in-class achievement
provides great relief as we reflect on the health
and welfare of our family, friends and olim who
live in Israel.
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Four of course, is the number of new Arab
countries with whom Israel now has full diplomatic
relations. Who could have conceived one year
ago of this breakthrough and game-changing
achievement? Most notable is the warmth of the
peace between Israel, the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain, Sudan and Morocco. We have already
seen many high-level delegations and swarms
of tourists shuttle between Israel and its new
partners. I hope that this new spirit of peacemaking will lead to similar outcomes with other
nations in the Middle-East and that this will also
catalyse progress towards peace with Israel’s
closest neighbour – the Palestinian people.
And finally, (only) one is the number of elections
held since last year’s Yom Ha’atzmaut. While at
the time of writing, the results are not yet known,
my sincere hope is that a stable government is
formed soon so that the challenges Israel faces
can be met with determination and strength and
that Israel’s new leadership can work towards
even greater accomplishments in which we can
all take pride.
Wishing you and your loved ones a chag atzma’ut
sameach.
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MESSAGE FROM

Ms Hayley Southwick
President
United Israel Appeal - Victoria

Keren Hayesod/UIA is the official fund-raising arm for the State of Israel. The government of Israel, Keren Hayesod
and the Jewish Agency for Israel collectively determine projects of national priority.  Over the last 100 years of KH/UIA
our mission has evolved. From the early days of building the infrastructure and institutions of Israel, our focus today is
supporting and building the human capital of Israeli society in the following ways:
Disadvantaged youth
Our Youth Futures program provides for at-risk children and their families with tailored interventions. By providing
professionally trained mentors, these young people are enabled to become contributing members of Israeli society.    
Youth education
The increasing number of at-risk youth is one of Israel’s most serious social problems. Our educational villages provide
safe and secure housing as well as education for these young people. Over 70% of our graduates complete their high
school studies and up to 95% are accepted into the IDF.
IT education
Our Net@ program is a four-year extra-curricular IT program for high school students on Israel’s social and geographic
periphery. The curriculum was designed in partnership with Cisco Systems and Microsoft and provides personal
development and social-action coursework.
Aliyah and absorption
We have assisted over three million Jews in making Israel their home. With the rise in anti-Semitism and the effect
of the global pandemic, the demand for aliyah has increased significantly. With your support, we can continue to
bring olim to Israel, house them in our 21 absorption centres, teach them Hebrew and assist them with having their
professional qualifications recognised or train them in a trade.  
Caring for the aged - with a special focus on Holocaust survivors
The shortage of low-cost housing in Israel imposes great hardships on many of the elderly. This is most severe for
Holocaust survivors and immigrants from the former Soviet Union who have limited or no assets or family support.
Our Amigour project supports over 7,500 low-income seniors across the country to live out their golden years with
dignity and respect.
Each year in Israel, our projects touch over 500,000 people in over 150 centres.
We have a clear vision and goal:
•	to ensure that the disadvantaged are uplifted to live with dignity so that they can make a positive contribution.
to society.
• to integrate olim into society so that they can live their lives to the fullest.
• to care for the elderly who built the State of Israel and now need to be taken care of.
After all, if Israel is not strong, we as Jews in the diaspora cannot be strong.
We congratulate Zionism Victoria for strengthening our community’s love for and commitment to Israel and express
our appreciation for the close working relationship that we have.
Chag Yom Ha’atzmaut Sameach

2021 YOM HA’ATZMAUT

3

4

2021 YOM HA’ATZMAUT
3

2021 YOM HA’ATZMAUT

5

MESSAGE FROM

The Hon. Daniel Andrews MP
Premier of Victoria
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MESSAGE FROM

The Hon. Michael O’Brien MP
Leader of the Victorian Opposition.
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MESSAGE FROM

Jonathan Peled
Ambassador
Charges d’affairs

Shalom,
I am delighted to address Zionism Victoria on the occasion of Israel’s 73rd Independence Day.
I have just recently arrived in Australia as interim Ambassador. This is due to the fact that the current political restraints
in Israel unfortunately do not enable the appointment of permanent ambassadors to such important capitals as Paris,
Ottawa and Canberra. The purpose of my assignment, though, is among others, to emphasize the importance of the
relationship between Israel and Australia.
We are at the moment on the verge of concluding one of the most challenging years for Israel and for the world at
large, in confronting the COVID 19 pandemic.
Once again Israel and Australia have proven to be on the world’s forefront in successfully battling this deadly virus.
Israel is currently leading the world in the vaccination process of its population and with over 60% already vaccinated,
we are close to reaching herd immunity which will allow us to reopen our economy and begin shortly returning to
normal life.
Nonetheless, Israel still faces other domestic and regional challenges, first and foremost among those, the continued
security threats emanating from our north and north eastern borders.
Despite this, these last months have ushered in a new era of peace and cooperation in the region, with the historic
signing of the Abraham Accords between Israel and the UAE and Bahrain, and with the renewal of our relations with
Morocco. This is further proof that peace and cooperation can prevail in the Middle East and underlines the fact that
our peoples of the region share much more in common than what separates us.
Seventy three years after our independence we continue to strive for peace with all our neighbours and stretch out
our hand to all those who are willing to talk to us and recognise us.
On the world scene and in the international fora, we are very fortunate to count Australia as one of our most staunch
and valued friends and allies. We greatly appreciate Australia’s continued support and friendship for Israel.
In this regard it is essential to recognise the great contribution of the Australian Jewish Community in general and
Zionism Victoria in particular, towards the bilateral relationship and the continued strengthening of the bond between
the State of Israel and Australia.
I look forward, in the coming months of my tenure, to working together with Zionism Victoria and the Jewish
Community at large, in celebrating the wonderful relationship between Israel and Australia and between our two
peoples.
Yom Atzmaut Sameaj.
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MESSAGE FROM

Isaac Herzog
Chairman of the Executive
The Jewish Agency For Israel
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MESSAGE FROM

Jeremy Leibler
President
Zionist Federation of Australia

Each year, Yom Ha’atzmaut is an opportunity for our
community to celebrate Israel’s Independence Day
and what it represents to the Jewish people around
the world.
For Australian Jewry, our love for Israel is forged into
the very DNA of our community.
We have celebrated Israel’s many achievements and
have shown solidarity when it has come under threat
or attack. So strong is our connection to the Jewish
state, it has permeated the Australian community
more broadly, with Australia rightly recognised as
one of Israel’s closest friends.
The last year has been unprecedented in its scale
and impact on public health, on commercial life and
almost every aspect of society. Unable to travel to
Israel, we have had to find new and innovative ways
to connect with Israel, and the Australian Jewish
community has risen to the challenge.
The world’s only Jewish state continues to face
challenges. After 73 years, Israel’s very right to exist
is still questioned, and amongst the global pandemic,
the threat of terrorism remains real and constant.
But Israel has not allowed itself to be defined by the
conflict and there is certainly reason to be optimistic,
particularly after treaties normalising relations
with the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain were
signed at the White House in mid-September, with
announcements of normalisation announced in the
months following. These agreements are a realisation
of the Jewish people’s aspirations to exist as a Jewish
state in Eretz Yisrael, at peace with its neighbours.
Meanwhile, it is a testament to Israel’s resilience
that the country has become a world leader in
innovation across medicine, science, technology, the
environment and the arts.

12

The Australian Jewish community can be proud of
our contribution to Israel’s remarkable success.
We have one of the highest aliyah rates anywhere
in the western world. We send hundreds of young
adults to Israel on short- and long-term programs
every year, and across business, education and
cultural life, the ties between our two countries are
growing every year.
Our Jewish community strongly identifies as Zionist,
and Yom Ha’atzmaut presents an opportunity to
reflect on the changing nature of what it means to
be a proud Zionist in the diaspora. Despite individual
differences in perspective, there is clear consensus
on many important issues, including our absolute
commitment to Israel as a Jewish and democratic
state, the need to advocate for and ensure religious
equality in Israel, and to oppose discrimination
against minorities.
I welcome incoming Zionism Victoria President Yossi
Goldfarb and congratulate him, Executive Director
Jean Katzen and the staff on their tireless work for
the promotion of Israel across all areas, and I look
forward to continuing our close and productive
relationship in order to nurture and enhance
Australian Jewry’s connection with Israel.
I encourage Jewish Australians to join Zionism
Victoria’s celebrations for Yom Ha’atzmaut and
commemorations for Yom Hazikaron and to reach
out to family, friends and contacts in Israel to let
them know that we share in this day of celebration,
and in seeking a peaceful and prosperous future for
our Jewish homeland.
Chag Ha’atzmaut Sameach!
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MESSAGE FROM

Jillian Segal AO
President  
Executive Council of Australian Jewry
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MESSAGE FROM

Frank Greenstein
Interim President
Jewish Community Council of Victoria

The Jewish Community Council of Victoria
(JCCV) is proud to celebrate the 73rd anniversary
of the creation of the State of Israel with Zionism
Victoria and the Victorian Jewish Community.
While our social movements and travel
opportunities for family reunions, education,
business and vacations to Israel have been
curtailed owing to the Pandemic over the past
year, the Victorian Jewish community’s ability to
connect with Israel has remained very strong.
The role of Zionism Victoria to bring Israeli life,
advances in technology, research, the arts, political
analysis, study opportunities and medical pursuits
to us virtually, has been very impressive.

The JCCV applauds the level of innovation,
creativity and vision of Israelis and recognizes
their coveted role as a start-up nation.  As Jewish
Victorians, we are proud of the Israeli spirit and
expertise at centres such as Save a Child’s Heart
in Tel Aviv and through programs such as Project
Rozana.
The JCCV wishes the President, Executive and
Professional Staff of Zionism Victoria mazal tov
on their remarkable work to ensure Israel remains
a pivotal part of the Victorian Jewish and broader
communities.

We are delighted to celebrate the success and
advances of the Israeli nation. Despite facing many
challenges since its creation in 1948, Israel remains
a democratic, vibrant and innovative country, a
beacon of democracy in the Middle East despite
the continuing security threats to their borders.
Israel is a leader in the delivery of a vaccine
program against Covid -19, becoming the envy of
many across the world.
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MESSAGE FROM

Steven Salamon
President, Jewish National Fund
Victoria Division

This year, we at JNF are celebrating our 120th anniversary.
That’s 120 years of providing ground-breaking
environmental and social welfare projects in Israel and
thereby maintaining a strong, creative and tangible link
between the Australian Jewish People and Israel.
JNF Australia is working to ensure the ongoing sustainability
and security of Israel’s south, vital for the country’s future.  
Today, JNF raises funds for life-changing, environmental and
social welfare projects.
We are proud to have funded essential environmental
projects in Israel, greening our beautiful homeland as well as
conducting conservation works, water projects, agricultural
research and supporting technological innovation.
JNF Australia also supports a broad range of worthy
benevolent relief projects.
The challenges and hardships resulting from the global
pandemic have had a devastating impact on Israel’s
economy.   Many families, especially in the periphery, are
already below the poverty line and struggling.  Some are
totally reliant on social services.    We see how we can
make a difference by choosing social impact projects that
will strengthen the most needy and vulnerable.  We work
together with mayors of the municipalities who partner
with us to articulate and prioritise their needs to ensure
they can sustain themselves through this pandemic.
The growth and development of Israel’s south is the focus
of all our current campaigns  in fulfilment of Ben Gurion’s
dream “to make the desert bloom”.
Almost 125 years ago, Theodor Herzl had a vision – to
create a State for the Jewish people to live together, safely.
Since then, we’ve seen Israel reborn. But the dream is still
to be fulfilled.    

2021 YOM HA’ATZMAUT

In 1897, Herzl proposed that there was only one answer
to Jewish security– a Jewish State.  As long as anti-Semitism
exists, argued Herzl, assimilation would be impossible. He
believed that a safe state was the only viable answer to the  
centuries of persecution inflicted upon our people.
51 years later, Herzl’s dream came to life – with the
miraculous rebirth of Israel. Since then, we’ve seen our
beautiful homeland flourish.   But we are far from done.  
While Herzl’s vision has come a long way, with a population
nearing 9 million, we must do more to strengthen Israel
and its growing population.  That’s where the future Ramat
Herzl community comes in.
A timely tribute to the father of Israel, our 2021 Major
Campaign, this September, will support Ramat Herzl - a
pioneering new community in the Negev. It is already home
to around 200 families who are dedicated to fulfilling the
Zionist mission of populating the desert and strengthening
Israel’s borders.
Right now,  families live in crowded temporary housing with
no established infrastructure such as childcare, schools,
medical care and trade.  Without these essential services,
the many families who wish to make Ramat Herzl their
home will be unable to fulfil their noble dreams.
Our deep gratitude and thanks are directed to the
vital, unwavering and generous support of our uniquely
philanthropic Melbourne Jewish community.   Despite a
global pandemic, partnering together with our community,
JNF successfully continues to meet our goals to fund
projects which contribute to the strength and growth of
Israel and her people.
We extend our heartiest Mazal Tov to Israel on her.
73rd Yom Ha’atzmaut.
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MESSAGE FROM

Ronit Chrapot
President  
WIZO Victoria

Mazaltov to the State of Israel on your 73rd birthday.
We salute your courage, resilience, “can do” attitude
and endless creativity, and celebrate your ongoing
successes with you.
On the occasion of WIZO’s 100th anniversary, we
celebrated 100 years of achievements, made possible
through the focus, dedication and idealism of hundreds
of thousands of WIZO women around the world.
As the largest, non-governmental organisation in
Israel, we save, enrich and empower lives.
We support and offer a better quality of life to Israel’s
vulnerable, endangered and socially disadvantaged, no
matter their age or gender. Our services and programs
include:
•	180 day-care centres, caring for 25,000 children
and babies
•	Two shelters for battered women and their
children
•	Centres for the Prevention & Treatment of
Domestic Violence
•	A Men’s Hotline
•	Building a future for 13,500 teens through 100
programs
•	Enrichment and Empowerment Programs for
13,000 women
•

Hundreds of Community Centres and Programs

Locally, we have a vibrant WIZO Kids program, filled
with great activities. We partner with and support local
not-for-profits, thereby teaching our youth the values
of Tikkun Olam, commitment to our fellow-beings,
generosity and compassion.
Through our Bar/Bat Mitzvah Twinning Program,
our daughters and sons aged 12 and 13 commit to
sponsoring Bar & Bat Mitzvahs for Israeli Youth who
would not otherwise be able to afford one.
WIZO Victoria has over 1,200 members, spread
across many active groups, who are committed to the
ongoing support of our different programs in Israel
and locally through a wide-range of interesting and
fun-filled activities.
If you’re a strong supporter of Israel, believe in
equal rights for women, nurturing children and
providing a better quality of life to Israel’s vulnerable,
endangered and socially disadvantaged, no matter
their age or gender – you’ll feel at home with us at
WIZO Victoria.
WE CHANGE LIVES, TOGETHER.
If you are keen to join us or learn more about the
special projects we’re supporting, please visit our
website:  www.wizovic.org.au
May this year bring good health, peace and prosperity
to all of Israel’s citizens, and may the State of Israel
grow, flourish and prosper in peace and harmony.

In addition, WIZO’s 250,000 worldwide members
qualify us for consultative status to UNICEF (United
Nations Children’s Fund) and ECOSOC (THE United
Nations Economic and Social Council).
Our UN presence enables us to be ambassadors
for Israel, advocating against antisemitism and the
delegitimisation of Israel and to support the struggle
for equal rights for women and children.
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MESSAGE FROM

Mr. Jeffery Lin

President, State Zionist Council of WA
As Israel’s 72nd year draws to a close it has, once again
proved itself to be a country of resilience and innovation.  
Amidst the global COVID-19 pandemic, Israel has
vaccinated over half its population and is seeing strong
and promising results. Israel turns 73 in a state of optimism
as Israelis have courageously agreed to a vaccination
program which some see as a test case for the rest of
the world.  
Israel’s buoyant universal health care system has coped
well even in the height of the pandemic and is shining a
light for the rest of the world on vaccinating successfully
during rolling lock-downs, a slowing economy and political
upheaval.  
Israel’s economy has fared better than most over the last
year despite a 2.4% contraction; demonstrating once again
that Israel is robust enough to withstand tough times. This
compares with an OECD average of a 5.5% contraction.  
The economic forecast is promising as strong growth is
predicted in the coming months.  
Of course, no discussion about Israel is complete without
the issue of politics being raised.   Israelis will soon be
asked to vote for a government for the fourth time in
just two years.  While this is less than desirable, it shows,
once again, that Israel is a true democracy, willing to stand

by democratic principles even when it is inconvenient to
do so.
The great miracle to take place in Israel’s 72nd year is
the historic peace deal with the UAE and Bahrain. The
Abraham Accords have opened doors between Arabs
and Jews in a way that many could not foresee in their
lifetimes.   Israelis have demonstrated their excitement
by flocking to Dubai and other UAE and Bahraini cities
in droves, revelling in the new relationship with their
neighbours. Likewise, UAE and Bahraini citizens have
visited Israel, transitioning the relationship between the
countries from political to personal.   This extraordinary
feat was accomplished with palpable sincerity and
generosity of spirit as people from both countries have
warmly embraced each other.  
In what many see as the most difficult year in their
lifetimes, Israel has exceeded expectations.  This young,
fully developed nation continues to provide assistance to
other nations, to share knowledge, to maintain strength,
to strive for peace, to maintain democracy and to uphold
the rights of all its citizens.  Israel’s people are vibrant and
optimistic and continue to provide a beacon for Jews
everywhere; a safe haven and a place to proudly call
home, even when we are away.

MESSAGE FROM

Paul Gould

President, State Zionist Council of Queensland
Ohhh what a year we just had, as we look forward to Add to the pandemic, 3 elections within 12 months
Israel’s 73rd birthday.
and Israel has certainly had its fair share of drama. One
Life will never be the same and people thinking we will of the brightest moments in the last year has been the
one day return to normal will be greatly disappointed. reconciliation with United Arab Emirates & Bahrain
Israel suffered, with approximately 6000 precious lives while Saudi Arabia & Qatar are talking in future positive
lost but in typical Israeli fashion, rose to overcome and advances.
delivered a comprehensive vaccination program the rest So, on behalf of all QLD Zionists, let us celebrate 73 years
of the world is trying to emulate. Here in Australia, we with the hope of a brighter future.
were unable to celebrate Yom Hatzmut in 2020, but I
for one, we will party twice as hard this year to make
Yom Ha’atzmaut Sameach!
up for it.
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IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL the Jewish people came into being.
In this land was shaped their spiritual, religious, and
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and gave to the world the eternal Book of Books.
Exiled by force, still the Jewish people kept faith with their land in all the countries of their dispersion, steadfast in their
Exiled
force,andstill
Jewish
people freedom.
kept faith with their land in all the countries of their dispersion, steadfast in their
prayer and
hope by
to return
herethe
revive
their political
prayer and hope to return and here revive their political freedom.
Fired by this attachment of history and tradition, the Jews in every generation strove to renew their roots in the ancient
Firedandby inthis
attachment
of history
and home
tradition,
the Jews
in everyVeteran
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of the Land, dedicated to the attainment of sovereign independence.
In 1897 the First Zionist Congress met at the call of Theodor Herzl, seer of the vision of the Jewish State, and proclaimed
the
Zionist
at thein call
of Theodor Herzl, seer of the vision of the Jewish State, and proclaimed
publiclyIn
the1897
right of
theFirst
Jewish
people Congress
to national met
restoration
their land.
publicly the right of the Jewish people to national restoration in their land.
This right was acknowledged in the Balfour Declaration of 2nd November, 1917, and confirmed in the Mandate of the
right was
acknowledged
in the Balfour
Declaration
of 2nd November,
in theand
Mandate
of the
League This
of Nations,
which
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to the historical
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betweenandtheconfirmed
Jewish people
the Land
of
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which
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Israel,
right to
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their international
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Israel, and to their right to re-establish their National Home.
The holocaust that in our time destroyed millions of Jews in Europe again proved beyond doubt the compelling need to
Theproblem
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that inhomelessness
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in Europe
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need
to
solve the
of Jewish
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renewal
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the family of nations.
Despite every hardship, hindrance and peril, the remnant that survived the grim Nazi slaughter in Europe, together with
Despite
hardship,
hindrance
theto remnant
grim Nazi
slaughter
in Europe,
together
with
Jews from
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Jews from
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their exodus to the Land of Israel and continued to assert their right to a life of dignity,
freedom
and honest
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freedom and honest toil in the homeland of their people.
In the Second World War, the Jewish community in the Land of Israel played its full part in the struggle of the nations
In thefreedom
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World
War,
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the Land
of effort
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numbered among the founding peoples of the United Nations.
On 29th November, 1947, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted a resolution calling for the establishment of
On State
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the resolution. This recognition by the United Nations of the right of the Jewish people to establish their own State is irrevocable.
It is the natural right of the Jewish people, like any other people, to control their own destiny in their sovereign State.
It is the natural right of the Jewish people, like any other people, to control their own destiny in their sovereign State.

Declaration
Declaration of
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Establishment of
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the State
State of
of Israel
Israel

Daniel Auster
Mordekhai Bentov
Yitzchak Ben Zvi
Eliyahu Berligne
Fritz Bernstein
Rabbi Wolf Gold
Meir Grabovsky
Yitzchak Gruenbaum
Dr. Abraham Granovsky

Eliyahu Dobkin
Meir Wilner-Kovner
Zerach Wahrhaftig
Herzl Vardi
Rachel Cohen
Rabbi Kalman Kahana
Saadia Kobashi
Rabbi Yitzchak Meir Levin
Meir David Loewenstein

David Ben-Gurion
Zvi Luria
Golda Myerson
Nachum Nir
Zvi Segal
Rabbi Yehuda Leib Hacohen Fishman
David Zvi Pinkas
Aharon Zisling
Moshe Kolodny
Eliezer Kaplan

Abraham Katznelson
Felix Rosenblueth
David Remez
Berl Repetur
Mordekhai Shattner
Ben Zion Sternberg
Bekhor Shitreet
Moshe Shapira
Moshe Shertok

WITH TRUST IN THE ROCK OF ISRAEL, we set our hands in witness to this Proclamation, at this session of the
Provisional Council of State, on the soil of the homeland, in the city of Tel Aviv, this Sabbath Eve, the fifth day of Iyar, 5708, the
fourteenth day of May, 1948.

WE CALL upon the Jewish people throughout the Diaspora to join forces with us in immigration and construction, and
to be at our right hand in the great endeavour to fulfil the age-old longing for the redemption of Israel.

WE EXTEND the hand of peace and good-neighbourliness to all the States around us and to their peoples, and we call upon
them to co-operate in mutual helpfulness with the independent Jewish nation in its land. The State of Israel is prepared to make its
contribution in a concerted effort for the advancement of the entire Middle East.

EVEN AMIDST the violent attacks launched against us for months past, we call upon the sons of the Arab people dwelling
in Israel to keep the peace and to play their part in building the State on the basis of full and equal citizenship and due representation
in all its institutions, provisional and permanent.

WE APPEAL to the United Nations to assist the Jewish people in the building of their State, and to admit the State of
Israel into the family of nations.

THE STATE OF ISRAEL will be prepared to co-operate with the organs and representatives of the United Nations in
carrying out the General Assembly resolution of 29th November, 1947, and will work for the establishment of the economic union of
the whole Land of Israel.

THE STATE OF ISRAEL will be open to Jewish immigration and the ingathering of exiles.
It will devote itself to
developing the land for the good of all its inhabitants. It will rest upon foundations of liberty, justice and peace as envisioned by
the Prophets of Israel. It will maintain complete equality of social and political rights for all its citizens, without distinction of creed,
race or sex. It will guarantee freedom of religion and conscience, of language, education and culture. It will safeguard the Holy Places
of all religions. It will be loyal to the principles of the United Nations Charter.

WE RESOLVE that, from the moment the Mandate ends, at midnight on the Sabbath, the sixth day of Iyar, 5708, the
fifteenth day of May, 1948, until the establishment of the duly elected authorities of the State in accordance with a Constitution to
be adopted by the Elected Constituent Assembly not later than 1st October, 1948, the National Council shall act as the Provisional
Council of State, and its executive arm, the National Administration, shall constitute the Provisional Government of the Jewish State,
and the name of that State shall be Israel.

ACCORDINGLY WE, THE MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL, REPRESENTING THE JEWISH
PEOPLE IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL AND THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT, HAVE ASSEMBLED ON THE DAY OF
THE TERMINATION OF THE BRITISH MANDATE FOR PALESTINE, AND, BY VIRTUE OF OUR NATURAL
AND HISTORIC RIGHT AND OF THE RESOLUTION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS,
DO HEREBY PROCLAIM THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JEWISH STATE IN THE LAND OF ISRAEL - THE STATE
OF ISRAEL.

Our Mission

•	We foster intercommunity understanding

Zionism Victoria aims to connect our community
with Israel.
We lead and encourage Jewish and Zionist activity
and expression within Victoria, represent the
Jewish community, promote and communicate
Israel’s interests within the broader Victorian
community and promote Victoria’s relationship
with Israel.

Victorian multicultural community.
Philosophically, Zionism Victoria, and the Zionist
movement bases its activities and priorities on
the “Jerusalem Program” – the charter adopted
by the World Zionist Movement in 1968 and
updated in 2004. The Jerusalem Program calls for
the centrality of Israel in Jewish life worldwide, and

Our Roles

promotes the ingathering of the Jewish people

•	As the roof body of all Zionist organisations
in Victoria, Zionism Victoria provides
opportunities for discussion, debate and
expression of Jewish and Zionist thought.

into their historical homeland through Aliya.

•	We develop deeper connections between
the Victorian Jewish community and Israel, in
particular attempting to include a wider cross
section of the community in our activities.

include the Zionist youth movements, fundraising

•	Actively engage with the general Victorian
community with a view to expressing,
explaining and promoting Israel’s interests.
•	We conduct cultural, educational
informational activities and events.

and

•	A priority is to create an atmosphere within the
community which values Zionist thought and
expression, the Hebrew language and culture,
and pride in Israel and her achievements.
•	We promote and foster Jewish communal
voluntary and professional leadership and
management.
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and tolerance, and take an active role in the

The diversity of Zionism Victoria’s affiliated
bodies is its strength. Affiliated organisations
organisations, Jewish day schools, orthodox and
progressive congregations, political and social
groups. With fifty six affiliates and a democratically
elected executive, we represent the broad range
of community organisations which serve the
Melbourne Jewish community.
Zionism Victoria was established in 1938 as the
State Zionist Council of Victoria, and in over
seven decades of activity, has played an important
role in advancing Israel’s cause in both the Jewish
and wider communities.
Our activities are as diverse as its constituents,
and can be grouped into the following areas:
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SPECIAL EVENTS

COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Zionism Victoria presents major unifying,
commemorative and celebratory events to our
community. These include the annual Yom Hazikaron
(Memorial Day) community commemoration, the
Yom Ha’atzmaut (Independence Day) celebrations,
and various solidarity events and rallies.

Zionism Victoria’s public relations role includes
representations to the media, opinion makers and
government, as well as organising various events
that promote Israel and its causes to the wider
community. An example of this is the annual Yom
Ha’atzmaut Cocktail Reception for politicians,
communal leaders and other VIPs.

EDUCATION AND CULTURE

PROMOTION AND SUPPORT OF LOCAL
ZIONIST ACTIVITIES

Zionism Victoria provides and promotes a diverse
range of educational and cultural activities and
events, directly through its own initiatives and
indirectly through those of its affiliates. The scope
of programs is vast, targeting schools, youth and
adults within our own community, as well as the
broader Victorian community.
The Jakob Frenkiel Connecting Cultures is a free
program offered to all Victorian Schools and
Communal organisations aiming to foster cross
cultural awareness. By educating and informing
students and their teachers, Zionism Victoria
enriches their understanding of Jewish culture and
history, the Jewish connection to Israel and helps
cultivate the values of tolerance and respect.  
ISRAEL ADVOCACY AND
INFORMATION
Zionism Victoria hosts forums and discussions on
many topics related to Israel.
We take a leading role in the provision of Israel
information services to the community, delivering
news and analysis which is objective and timely,
rather than relying on local commercial media. This
is done through an “Israel Advocacy Update” which
is emailed out to over two thousand people on a
regular basis.
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The ultimate goal of Zionism is, of course,
Aliya   and to that end Zionism Victoria is proud
to assist the Israel Aliya Centre in its effort to
promote and facilitate Aliya for members of the
Jewish community. We are proud to report that
considerable numbers of Australians are making
Aliya. Their Aliya is generally very successful, and
the olim have integrated well into Israeli society.
BETH WEIZMANN JEWISH
COMMUNITY CENTRE BWJCC
Zionism Victoria manages the Beth Weizmann
Jewish Community Centre and Lamm Jewish Library
of Australia, which houses over 20 community
organisations, and also serves as the venue for
many social, cultural and educational activities.
LAMM JEWISH LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA
The establishment of the Lamm Jewish Library of
Australia (LJLA) is the amalgamation of five Jewish
Library collections, including Makor. Adjacent to
Beth Weizmann, the LJLA serves as a centre of
learning, culture, gathering and thought for this
generation and future generations. The LJLA is
a unique asset for our community to embrace
and treasure and support our many and diverse
communty activities.
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FUTURE DIRECTIONS
Zionism Victoria is focused on fostering the support
and solidarity of the local Jewish community towards
Israel by education, provision of information
and encouragement of groups and individuals to
become active. We also focus on bringing the best
of Israel to Victoria, whether it be to showcase
Israel’s technical innovations, or provide a platform

for Israeli jazz and opera performances. We strive
to connect the wider Victorian community with
Israel on all levels.
Zionism Victoria remains the main avenue for
community members to express their Zionist
feeling and support for Israel. In whatever form
“ahavat hamedina” (love of the State) may come,
we will welcome it.

President: Yossi Goldfarb
Executive Director: Jean Katzen
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The President, Yossi Goldfarb
and the Executive of

Zionism Victoria
together with its Affiliate Organisations
•

ARZA

•

Ameinu

•	Australian Friends of Rambam
•	Australian Forum of Russian
Speaking Jewry
•	Australasian Jewish Medical
Federation
•	Australian Friends of the Tel
Aviv University
•

AUJS (Vic)

•

AZYC

•

B’nai B’rith

•

Beit Aharon

•

Meretz Australia

•

Mercas Masorti Australasia Inc.

•	Elwood Hebrew
Congregation

•

Mizrachi Organisation

•

Emunah

•

Friends of Likud

•	Friends of Sha’are Tzedek
Hospital
•	Habonim Dror Zionist Youth
Movement
•	Habonim Dror Parents and
Friends

•	Betar Zionist Youth
Movement
•

•	East Melbourne Hebrew
Congregation

Bialik College

•	Mount Scopus Memorial
College
•

NCJWA (Vic)

•	Netzer Zionist Youth
Movement
•	North Eastern Jewish War
Memorial Centre
•

Progressive Judaism Victoria

• Hadassah Australia.
•	Hashomer Hatzair Zionist
Youth Movement

•

St Kilda Hebrew Congregation

•	Hineni Zionist Youth
Movement

•

•	Sephardi Association of
Victoria
Shalom Association

•	South Caulfield Hebrew
Congregation

•	Blake Street Hebrew
Congregation

•	Jewish National Fund of
Australia (Victoria Division)

•	B’nei Akiva Zionist Youth
Movement

•

Kehillat Nitzan

•

Kew Hebrew Congregation

•	Brighton Hebrew
Congregation

•	Lamm Jewish Library of
Australia

•	Tzofim

•	Caulfield Hebrew
Congregation

•

Leibler-Yavneh College

•

Maccabi Victoria

•	United Jewish Education
Board

•

Central Shule Chabad

•

Magen David Adom (Vic) Inc.

•	Council of Orthodox
Synagogues of Victoria

•

March of the Living

•	Melbourne Hebrew
Congregation

•

The ARK Centre

•

The King David School

•

United Israel Appeal

•	Womens’ International Zionist
Organisation (Vic)
•	ZDVO Beit Halochem

extend greetings to the
STATE OF ISRAEL ON ITS 73rd ANNIVERSARY

2021 YOM HA’ATZMAUT
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GANDEL PHILANTHROPY AND
THE GANDEL FAMILY
CONGRATULATE THE STATE OF ISRAEL
ON ITS 73rd ANNIVERSARY
MAZAL TOV!

Gandel Philanthropy
Chadstone Shopping Centre
Level 9, Office Tower One,
1341 Dandenong Road Chadstone Vic 3148
Ph: + 61 3 8564 1222 | Fax: + 61 3 8564 1333
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WITH COMPLIMENTS

The

Pratt Family
&

VISY
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MAZAL TOV TO THE STATE OF
ISRAEL ON ITS 73RD
INDEPENDENCE DAY
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JNF WISHES ISRAEL
MAZAL TOV ON ITS
73RD BIRTHDAY
Building Israel Since 1901

For 120 years, the Blue Box has assisted Zionist pioneers in their
efforts to build the infrastructure of a modern, thriving state.
Today, JNF is working to ensure the
ongoing sustainability and security of
Israel’s South, vital for the country’s future.
jnf.org.au
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1300 563 563
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Proud Supporters of Zionism Victoria

Congratulations to the State of Israel
upon its 73rd Anniversary

Precedent Group
704 Glenhuntly Road, South Caulfield, vic. 3162
Phone: (03) 9109 9999
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Ashwater Property Group
Property Investors & Managers
204-208 St Kilda Road,
St Kilda, Vic 3182
T: 0418 357 660

With compliments from
The Nossbaum Family
together with David and Marion Slonim
proudly support the State of Israel on its
73rd anniversary.
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Congratulations to the
State of Israel on its
73rd Anniversary

www.besenfoundation.org.au
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We Extend our congratulations
to the State of Israel on
its achievement of
73 years of Independence

204 - 208 St Kilda Road
St Kilda Vic 3182
Phone: 0418 357 660
Fax: 03 9041 6844
Email: rnossbaum@rjn.com.au
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Congratulations
to the
State of Israel on its
73rd Anniversary
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Proudly supporting Zionism Victoria
on Israel’s 73rd independence Day Celebrations
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HAPPY 73RD BIRTHDAY
FROM THE ARAVA
AUSTRALIA
PARTNERSHIP
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The Flamm family extend their
best wishes to the State of Israel
on its 73rd Anniversary.

Alex Flamm

Oren Flamm

Golan Flamm

Eilat Rachmani
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hodges.com.au
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When in Alice Springs visit the
Alice Springs Regional Shopping Centre
incorporating the Coles Complex
Gini Bachrach and Family
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Specialising in custom built
modular buildings & portable site
accommodation
Experts in Mass Timber construction
and low carbon footprint buildings

www.quipsmart.com.au
1300 784 776

Proudly celebrating Israel’s 73rd year of Independence!
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Buy Australian made and celebrate
24 years of excellence in winemaking.
The only premium Margaret River wine that’s
kosher for Passover, and Mevushal.

(08) 9755 7402
www.kosherwine.com.au
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The Australasian Union of Jewish Students (AUJS) has represented
Jewish students on campus across Australia and New Zealand
since 1948. AUJS operates at regional and campus levels. With 8
university campuses in Victoria. Our student leaders, together with our
administrative and support staff, are responsible for bringing Jewish life
to you on and off-campus. AUJS is a safe haven for Jewish students
on campus. Our key areas of operation are Jewish and community
engagement, advocacy, leadership and development and international
programs. Our mission is to provide meaningful experiences to Jewish
Students, to develop and strengthen their sense of Jewish identity and
Jewish Leadership. We envision a world where every Jewish student is
inspired to make a lifelong commitment to local Jewish life, Israel and
Jewish peoplehood.

Contact information:
Ph: 0401 453 355 (Liron Rapoport)
Email: lrapoport@aujs.com.au
Website: https://www.aujs.com.au/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AUJSVICTORIA
Address: 306 Hawthorn Road, Caulfield, Victoria 3162

Contact information:
Guy Dyskin - Mefaked
Phone: 0421 426 537
Email: vic@betar.org.au
Website: www.betar.org.au
2021 YOM HA’ATZMAUT

Betar Melbourne runs weekly activities on Sundays at Central Shule in Caulfiels and camps
and seminars throughout the year. We would love for you to join us.
Tel Chai!

ZIONIST YOUTH GROUPS    •  
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Contact Details:
Email: melbourne@bneiakiva.com.au
Phone: Ellie Moskow – 0466 097 511

Contact information:
Habonim Dror Melbourne
Phone: 0425 857 424 (Jaime Dorfman - Mazkira)
Email: melbourne@hdoz.com
Address: 1 Sinclair Street, Elsternwick
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
habomelbourne

Website: bneiakiva.com.au
Instagram: bneiakiva_melbourne /
Facebook: Bnei Akiva Melbourne

Join us at Habo for our fun and educational weekly
Saturday programs!
Junior: 2pm-4pm
Senior: 4.30pm-6.30pm

“Hashy runs weekly meetings on Sundays. Come along to make friends, learn something new and have fun.”
Junior Movement (Years 2-7): 2pm-4pm Senior Movement (Years 8-12): 5pm-7pm.
For more information please contact Lily Tamir-Regev, 0425 065 647,
Email: merakez@hashy.org.au Website: www.hashyaus.org.
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Contact information:
Hineni Youth and Welfare
Phone: 0451 995 343 (Jaimie Braun)
Email: melbourne@hineni.org.au
Website: https://www.hineni.org.au/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
melbournehineni/
Address: 4 Princes Street, North Caulfield

Join Hineni for our fun and educational weekly programs!
Juniors (Years 2 - 6) - Sundays 2:30 - 4:30
Seniors (Years 7 - 12) - Saturdays 4:30 - 6:30

Netzer Melbourne Progressive Zionist Youth
Netzer Melbourne is a space to engage with Progressive Judaism, Tikkun Olam and youth empowerment!
Join us for Sprout - A Progressive Jewish Kabbalat Shabbat (first Friday of every month)
Weekly peulot for Juniors + Seniors: Sunday 3-5 pm
Tikkun Olam Crew - volunteering-based program for social-justice minded youth.
Email: melbourne@netzer.org.au
Phone: 0467 314 051 (Noa Abrahams)
website - https://netzer.org.au/victoria/
facebook - https://www.facebook.com/netzermelbourne/

Contact information:
Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/
tzofimelbourne
Instagram: @shevet_onnot
Email: melbourne@israelscouts.org
Phone: 0403071884 (Neta)

2021 YOM HA’ATZMAUT

Shevet Onnot is Melbourne’s branch of the Israeli Scouts.
We meet every Sunday and run activities in Hebrew which are centered around
Israel and Israeli culture, leadership, environment, friendship, current events, and
community values. We also experience scouting, hiking, camps and community
events.
Our activities start from year 3 to year 12.
During year 8 and year 9 the youth participate in our Hadracha and Leadership
Course and later become ‘Shachbag’ Madrichim.
You are invited!

ZIONIST YOUTH GROUPS    •  
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Jean Katzen

As we embark on celebrating Israel’s 73rd year of
independence, we first look back with immense pride
at the achievements of Zionism Victoria, in what was
perhaps the most challenging year we’ve ever faced.
Despite the restrictive environment Zionism Victoria
continued to produce a wide and varied range of
events and initiatives to help connect us with our
Jewish community and help connect that community
with Israel.
We explored opportunities outside the box, ensuring
that without an ability to congregate in person, we
would bring Zionism directly into the homes of those
across our community.
We moved our events, including major staples like Yom
Hazikaron and our Yom Ha’atzmaut festival online. We
explored new exciting tools for engagement, placing
a heavier focus on social media, re-developing our
website, and introducing our ‘Connecting U’ Advocacy
E-Newsletter and Youth Movement events portal.
Now, as we look at what’s to come in 2021, I’m
excited to say that we will continue the incredible work
completed in 2020, whilst also bringing back the physical
engagement that made our connection so special, and
so influential in years gone by.
On April 13, Yom Hazikaron will once again return to
Robert Blackwood Hall in a moving commemoration
service, recognising those in the Israeli Defence Force
who have fallen in the struggle for the establishment of
the State of Israel as well as those who have lost their
lives through acts of terrorism.
This will be followed on closely by the return of our
Yom Ha’atzmaut community festival on April 15 at the
Caulfield Racecourse. From 4pm until late into the
evening, there will be fun filled festival offerings, Israelthemed activities, entertainment, Israeli dancing, Israeli
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singers, and bands along with various food selections
from throughout our community.
Not only will both events be fully COVID-19 safe, but
both will also be, in-part, streamed live to our social
media pages, so that those who wish to remain at
home won’t miss out.
From there, our Israel Shabbat program, Talking About
Israel workshops, and myriad of other incredible events
and initiatives will be on offer, both in person and
online, maximising our ability to connect with you, and
connect you with Israel.
None of this incredible work would be possible without
the hard work of every single person at Zionism Victoria.
From our new President, Yossi Goldfarb, and our Board
to our amazing team of staff and committed volunteers,
we will continue to work diligently to provide our
community with experiences and opportunities that we
hope are both memorable, and enjoyable.
Our vital work would not be possible without the
generous support of our major communal sponsor,
the United Israel Appeal and our lead partner, Gandel
Philanthropy,   as well as all our other sponsors and
supporters.
There can be no denying the challenging nature of 2020
in our homeland, but as we’ve seen throughout history,
Israel’s darkest days have always been followed by its
finest hours.
May we continue to celebrate Israel’s incredible
achievements and pray that one day, peace will come.
Am Yisrael Chai.”

2021 YOM HA’ATZMAUT
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YOM HAZIKARON CEREMONY DIRECTOR
HACHAVERIM SHEL SHALOM AND ARIK CONCERT PRODUCER

Hallely
KimchiMANAGER
PRODUCTION
Asher Luber
Hallely Kimchi has been the coordinator of “Habayit
ZFA - the home of Hebrew and Israeli culture” since 2013. She was the editor of “Eton - The Israeli
newspaper” from 2005-2018 and has been involved in
production and event management for more than 25
years.
Asher is a multi-talented production manager whose
Hallely
graduated
from “Talma
Yalin” and
School
of Arts
skills range
from technical
direction
production,
College
before
enlisting in commercial
the IDF where
she
through intoIsrael
stage
management,
events,
completed
her service
with the rank of 1st Lieutenant.
video production
and photography.
In 1995, Hallely came to Australia and experienced firstHe runs
a successful
production
company
hand
the difficulties
onetechnical
faces when
immigrating
to a
Elite-Image
new
country.Production
Ever since,Services.
she has been a strong advocate
of the notion of bringing the Jewish community in
Through these ventures Asher has held key roles in a
Australia closer together and making everyone feel
number ofnolarge
productions,
including
Sensation
White
accepted
matter
where they
originally
came from.
2009, MTV Music Awards, Ultra Music Festival  in Miami
Hallely’s passion is to connect people in Australia to
in 2013 & 14.
Israel through music, culture and most importantly, the
Hebrew language. Her authentic tzabar signature to
the Yom Ha’atzmaut Festivals and the Yom Hazikaron
commemorations over the last 6 years has not gone
unnoticed.
In 2019 HaChaverim Shel Kaveret project was a big
success and managed to bring countless people closer
to Israel without leaving Australia.
Last year, Hallely was the director and producer for
Yom Hazikaron commemoration as well as producing

the second instalment of the epic “HaChaverim Shel”
band, where they brought the music of two Israeli rock
legends Shalom Chanoch and Arik Einstein back to life!
Due to covid both events were streamed online and
attracted more than 80,000 viewers from all around the
world.
Closer to home, Asher also has a great deal of
This
year “HaChaverim
shel Shalom
and Arik”
project
experience
in school productions,
working
closely
with
isthegoing
live schools
with in around
a full concert
featuring
the most
Jewish
Melbourne,
providing
his
alented  musicians
technical expertiseinforaustralia,
their major events.
Hallely said, “Every year has its challenges, but last
Tonight,
with him a in
wealth
of experience
from
year
we bringing
were challenged
a completely
different,
many past productions
of Yom
unprecedented
way. For
me Ha’azmaut
personally events,
it washeanis
excited to deliver
this skills
event.beyond my
incredible
journeynew
thatideas
gaveforme
wildest dream. I have to thank so many people for
their knowledge and patience and for sharing the vision
with me. With most of us unable to travel back to
our homeland and visit our families, Yom Ha’atzmaut
concert and Yom Hazikaron ceremony are more
significant than ever before. I hope that these events
will bring us, closer to israel, closer to home and that
not before long we will be able to travel back. but till
then, let’s connect through music. I can only pray it’s
first of many live events yet to come.
Happy Yom Ha’atzmaut everyone – wherever you may
be”.

EVENTS MANAGER

Charlene Miller

Charlene, our warm hearted, humorous and passionate
Events Manager since joining Zionism Victoria, has
brought a level of class and pizzazz to our events that
ran throughout the year.
Her varied experience in the industry both within the
corporate and community arena as been met with
much success over her many years of producing events
far and wide.    
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Pushing boundaries, rising to the occasion, dealing with
new challenges by producing virtual events, leaves her
feeling excited about this new angle added to her skill
set.    She is thrilled we are still able to connect with
our Melbourne Jewish Community as we strive to keep
things as happy and positive as possible.
We look forward to celebrating with you all in person
this year in a Covid safe way.
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ADVERTISING AND SPONSORSHIP MANAGER

Sandra Sochen
PRODUCTION MANAGER

Asher Luber

Asher is a multi-talented production manager whose
skills range
technical
direction
and production,
Sandra
has afrom
passion
for Israel
and Israelis
and so her
work
at Zionism
Victoria
could notcommercial
be called justevents,
a job!
through
to stage
management,
video loves
production
She
her and
rolephotography.
which includes selling the
advertising content of the annual Event Program for
He runs
a successful
technical production
company
Yom
Ha’atzmaut
and maintaining
good relationships
Elite-Image
Production
Services.
with existing and future sponsors. She has a proven
background
in marketing
and advertising
led in
a
Through these
ventures Asher
has held having
key roles
team
at
the
Age
Newspaper
for
over
15
years.
a number of large productions, including Sensation
She
is 2009,
responsible
for managing
and Music
co-ordinating  
White
MTV Music
Awards, Ultra
Festival  
with
the arthouse
in Miami
in 2013 &and
14. printer to ensure a professional
looking souvenir Event Program which includes
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Closer to home, Asher also has a great deal of
experienceofin congratulations
school productions,
with
messages
fromworking
Israel, closely
communal
organisations
as well around
as fromMelbourne,
both sides of
Australian
the Jewish schools
providing
his
politics,
Federalforand
State.
technicalboth
expertise
their
major events.
Sandra in in the office 3 days a week, and  holds life/
Tonight,
bringing
a wealth
of experience
from
work
balance
as with
vital him
to her
wellbeing.  
This balance
many
past
productions
of
Yom
Ha’azmaut
events,
allows her the pleasure of being  involved in the he
livesis
excited
to deliver
ideas for
this event.
and
activities
her 6new
wonderful
grandchildren.
Sandra wishes everyone   Yom Ha’atzmaut sameach
and looks forward to the future and Israel’s continued
growth from strength to strength
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HA CHAVERIM SHEL SHALOM + ARIK – LIVE
SIMON STARR Musical Director
Simon Starr is a musical monk who has toured, recorded and performed with many
of Australia’s most respected artists for over 25 years, crossing over in to all styles
owing to his deep love of all music and grooves.. An accomplished composer, multiinstrumentalist, arranger and producer, Starr has featured on over 80 recordings
including 10 that he has produced for other artists. From 2009-2015 he lived in Israel
with his family, exploring as many facets of Jewish music as possible.
Since returning to Australia in 2016, he has been working non-stop on original projects
such as the Yohai Cohen Quintet (WOMAD 2019), Deborah Conway and Yid! - a
22 piece Yiddish supergroup that attracted widespread attention, radio airplay and
interest from festival producers and promoters within Australia and abroad. ABC and
The Age journalist Jessica Nicholas rated YID!’s 2017 performance at the Kadimah
Theatre her no.1 Live Jazz performance for 2017.  
Starr teaches double and electric bass, guitar, trumpet and various ensembles at
Monash University, Yavneh College and the King David School.

DANNY OLESH Sound & Lighting Producer
Danny Olesh has been involved in the music industry for over 30 years.
His skills range from complete product design to tour managing, event managing and
mixing for A grade touring acts such as Guy Sebastian, Tina Arena, Deborah Conway  
and the amazing YID.  
He was the audio production manager for the Melbourne Shir Madness Festival as well
as several other festivals and provides technical assistance to many schools and events.
“I hope that tonight you will see and hear the difference in production that many years
of experience have allowed me to coordinate specifically for this event.”

WILLY ZYGIER
Willy Zygier is a songwriter & performer, primarily with Deborah Conway, been a
composer for Film & Television & was the Artistic Director for the Shir Madness Jewish
Music Festival.
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OHAD REIN 		
Ohad Rein is the singer-songwriter, producer and multi-instrumentalist behind the
internationally acclaimed OLD MAN RIVER project, an eclectic musical voyage
reminiscent of the Beatles, Beck and Bob Dylan that manages to blend conscious pop,
folk-rock, psychedelia and world music, all under one warm blanket of positive, melodic
and inspiring sounds.

AMIR PAISS
Amir Paiss is a singer-songwriter, poet, multi-instrumentalist, composer and facilitator
of healing through music circles and workshops.
Co-Founder of Sheva the Hebrew-Arab music ensemble with which he performed in
The U.S, Canada, Europe, Australia and Israel.
(Festivals he performed in include Ethno-Sur/Spain, Sfinks/Belgium, Montreal Jazz
Festival/Canada, Poetry of Peace/U.S.A, Womadelaide, Woodford, Byron Spirit Festival,
Uplift/Australia and many more.
Studied philosophy, Sufism, Jewish mysticism and Texts of the Kabbalah in the Tel Aviv
University. He then continued to travel the world extensively and integrated music,
spiritual disciplines and natural healing. For the last 2 decades Amir is performing,
leading and facilitating music self-healing and interfaith workshops in Israel, Europe,
The Americas & Australia.

ANITA LESTER
Anita Lester is an Israeli/Australian artist.
She has been described as the ’Tiny Church with Cathedral pipes’ and is known for her
storytelling across multiple mediums.
Anita has performed around the world in her previous bands, namely ‘Lester the
Fierce’, and after a five year hiatus has launched her solo project alongside her first EP/
Book ‘Erato’.
Since launching in late 2019 Anita has collaborated and played with Don Walker, Katie
Noonan, Megan Washington, Hootie and the Blowfish, Paul Kelly, Dan Sultan and
Deborah Conway just to name a few, and sold out most of her solo shows including
her production ‘Ladies who sing Leonard’.
Aside from music, Anita is an award winning animator and illustrator.
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ADAM STARR
Adam has been highly involved in Jewish community activities since his days
in Netzer as a chanich and madrich.  In August of 2018, Adam performed  
his original arrangements for YID! at the Ashkenaz festival in Toronto, and will
this year launch CDs of new ensembles Red See Blu (original Middle Eastern
jazz) and ESKE (the East St Kilda Klezmer Ensemble), both of which have
been performing around Melbourne.
Adam has composed music for film, theatre and advertising, and his
performances, compositions and arrangements appear on over 35 CDs.
Adam received his PhD (Composition, University of Melbourne) in 2012
and currently holds a position as lecturer at Melbourne Polytechnic for the
Bachelor of Music program.
Adam hopes you are inspired by tonight’s celebrations.
Chag Sameach!

SCOTT GRIFFITHS
After winning 1st prize in the ABC Concerto Competition in 1982, he won 3rd prize
in the 1990 Wangaratta Jazz Competition,  and receiving an ARIA nomination for Allan
Browne’s jazz album “Bird Calls” in 1994.
He recorded with James Reyne, Mark Seymour and Daryl Braithwaite, including piano
on #1 song “The Horses”.
His original band “toxtwo” has released 3 albums, including the 2014 album “To
The Stars”. His original song “The Lighthouse” was performed at the opening of the
Victorian Bali Memorial in 2005.
He toured with Glenn Hughes from Deep Purple in 2009 and Christine Anu in 2012
playing electric guitar.
He has played keyboards with Andre Bocelli and Little River Band, and arranged strings
for Taxiride.

JULIA BEBENEK
Julia Bebenek is a Melbourne-based drummer, composer, and vocalist. Her unique
playing style draws on a number of influences that she has acquired through her
studies, including Jazz, South Indian Carnatic music, rock, and improvised music. Julia’s
versatility, creativity, and professionalism sees her move from genre to genre with the
utmost of ease, and playing in a myriad of ensembles.
Julia is a member and composer for several ensembles, including “Cosmic Jazz Trio”
Lijuka, South Indian Fusion ensemble Nandi, and free-form improvisational duo Casey
Bebenek. She has also performed with ensembles such as The Tom Fryer Band, and
BLOW.
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TOBY BENDER		
Toby Bender’s diverse skills and work ethic has made him one of the most versatile and
dependable percussionists in Australia. As a drummer, multi-percussionist, vocalist, and
producer, with an affinity for rhythms of the world, he has had an extensive career as
a performer, recording artist, and educator.
From age 16, Toby has travelled the world earning a reputation as a stylistically diverse
musician. Growing up with the sounds of Steely Dan on stereo, and a passion for
klezmer music, and a hunger to learn about Latin-American, South-American and
African percussion, his knowledge base is vast.
Toby has performed, and presented drums and percussion clinics in Australasia, North
and South America, and the Caribbean Islands. He travelled throughout the United
States and the Caribbean Islands as a member of the internationally acclaimed dance
company ‘Burn The Floor,’ was the percussionist for the Australian production of ‘Dirty
Dancing,’ and has made appearances at several festivals including The Wangaratta
Jazz Festival, The Melbourne Jazz Festival, and The Sydney Festival. Additionally, as an
endorsee, he has represented companies both nationally and internationally at events
including NAMM and The Australian Ultimate Drummers Weekend. In between
engagements, he has also been the house drummer for many venues in Melbourne.

VOCALISTS

From right to left :  Emma Jaffa, Sura Cohen, Rebecca Abramowitch,  Camilla Burrows, Kiria Clemans.
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IN
PARTNERSHIP
WITH:

ISRAEL
SHABBAT

21

Make Shabbat at your shule extra special.
Join us and celebrate Israel!

April 16-17

For a list of participating synagogues, visit:
www.zionismvictoria.org.au
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Congratulations to the State of Israel
from the management and staﬀ at

SERVICE – INSTALLATION – DESIGN
HEATING
VENTILATION
AIR CONDITIONING
03 8706 0300
2/26 Laser Drive, Rowville VIC 3178
admin@couperair.com
www.couperair.com
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Specialising in the supply, installation and
service of quality heating, ventilation and air
conditioning systems for commercial and
residential properties for over 45 years.
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Best wishes to Medinat Yisrael
on it 73rd Birthday

Agnes & Joel Freeman
& family

Dr Stephen Szental
Dr Debbie Herbst
Dr Anthony Schneeweiss
Dr Ilana Laser
Dr Tamara Schnall
Dr Leon Massage
Dr Sangeeta Nagpal
Dr. Sharon Gabizon

The Doctors & Staff of Medical Group,
would like to wish Israel a Wonderful 73rd Birthday
OPEN EVERY DAY OF THE YEAR !
290 Street, St Kilda East 3183
Book your next appointment online via our website
https://medical.com.au/book-online/
Or by scanning the QR code with the camera on your phone
You can also book via our app; AMS connect:
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Faye & Ben Zehnwirth and Families
extend congratulations to the State of Israel
on its 73rd Anniversary
Insureware Pty Ltd
Suite 6 & 7, 40-44 St. Kilda Road
St. Kilda Victoria 3182 Australia
Tel: +61 3 9533 6333
Fax: +61 3 9533 6033
www.insureware.com
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Jack Chrapot, Marcus Chrapot,
Andrew Chrapot & Families
249 Hawthorn Road, Caulfield 3161
T: 9523 2000 F: 9523 1382
EXTEND CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES ON THE
OCCASION OF ISRAEL’S 73rd ANNIVERSARY
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Graphic Art
& Design

ParagonArt
Ph: 03 9438 1120
E: paragon@paragonart.com.au

78    •    ADVERTISER

2021 YOM HA’ATZMAUT

Mazeltov to the
State of Israel on its
73rd Anniversary of
Independence

BIALIK COLLEGE
WISHES ISRAEL
A VERY HAPPY
73RD BIRTHDAY
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Phil, Ashley, Brett Lewis & families and the team at
Five Squared Property Group congratulates Israel
on its 73rd birthday
www.ﬁvesquared.com.au
Dr Ashley Miller MBBS, PhD, FRACP

Gastroenterologist and endoscopist
Specialising in colonoscopy, bowel cancer screening,
inflammatory bowel disease.
Suite 419, 100 Victoria Parade,
East Melbourne, VIC 3002
Ph: 03 9650 7917
www.focusgastro.com.au

Ashley and Liora Miller and family congratulates Israel on its 73rd birthday.
Our expert gastroenterologists specialise in the diagnosis and management of a range of conditions affecting the gastrointestinal tract and liver.
We provide quality, accessible and affordable care and services for our patients in the form of consultation, gastroscopy, colonoscopy and capsule
endoscopy.

Ian, Joshua & the team at Ian Sharp Jewellery
congratulate Israel on its
73rd anniversary of independence
65 TOORAK ROAD, SOUTH YARRA
PH 03 9866 4983 www.iansharp.com.au
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Supporting
Zionism Victoria
in its valuable work.

FOR ALL YOUR
PARTY NEEDS !!!!!!!!!
*Disposable Products *Party Decorations
*Costumes *Function Coordination
*Lots of Shmontses from ISRAEL
*BALLOONS* BALLOONS *BALLOONS
**IN HOUSE BALLOONS ARTISTS**
354 GLENHUNTLY RD ELSTERNWICK
PH 03 9532 4558 MOBILE 0411 123 054

www.partybazaar.com.au

RGM:CTS:DOCS: ZIONIST ARTWORK

All you pay is commission on
monies collected.
Try us by sending us some
irritating, overdue accounts
…..and experience how we can
help you.
Freecall: 1800 641 617

Email: clientservices@prushka.com.au
www.prushka.com.au
Across Australia

LEIBLER
YAVNEH
COLLEGE

The Leibler Yavneh College family would like
to wish Israel Yom Ha’atzmaut Sameach on
her 73rd year of independence.

3412 ZionVic_LYC171031.indd 1

2/11/17 11:11 am

Extends greetings on the occasion of Israel’s 73rd Independence Day Celebrations
27 Christensen Street Cheltenham Victoria 3192 Australia P.O. Box 383, Moorabbin, Victoria 3189, Australia
Telephone: (03) 9555 3833 International: 61 3 9555 3833 Fax (03) 9555 3933 Email: admin@mjm-australia.com
Web: www.mjm-australia.com

2021 YOM HA’ATZMAUT

ADVERTISER    •    81

Directors & Staff
congratulate The State of Israel
on its 73rd Anniversary

WITH COMPLIMENTS TO THE STATE OF ISRAEL
ON ITS 73rd ANNIVERSARY

PASAT PROPERTIES
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Congratulations to the State of Israel
on it’s 73rd year of independence
Love where you live

Over 50 years' experience
• No obligation free measure and quote
• Lifetime installation warranty
• Latest colours and famous brands

Visit us today and see for yourself how we can offer
the best prices and advice for your next ﬂooring project.

Love where you live

Melbourne Carpet Specialists
100 Hoddle Street Abbotsford 3067
Ph: 03 9417 3291
Email: frankm@thefloorstore.com.au
www.thefloorstore.com.au

73rd

Congratulations
to the State of Israel
for its 73rd Independence
Day Celebrations
from the
FRIED FAMILY
Acland Street & Barkly Street St Kilda
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SHARENE AND SAM HAMBUR
EXTEND WARM GREETINGS TO
THE STATE OF ISRAEL
ON ITS
73RD ANNIVERSARY OF INDEPENDENCE
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With Compliments from

Suite 1, Level 1, 615 Dandenong Road
Armadale VIC 3143

Telephone: 03 8554 0200
Email:

lzr@lzr.com.au

Web:		

www.lzr.com.au
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ANDREA AND JEREMY LEIBLER
EXTEND WARM GREETINGS TO
THE STATE OF ISRAEL
ON ITS
73rd ANNIVERSARY OF INDEPENDENCE

THE PACIFIC GROUP
OF COMPANIES
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Yom Ha’atzmaut proudly protected
by the Community Security Group
Office 9519 8600 • Fax 9528 2933 • Emergency 1300 000CSG (274)

EDWARDS PEARL
Pty Ltd

Business
Development
Specialists

Chartered Accountants

Congratulate the State of Israel
on its 73rd Year of Independence
S. Salcman OAM
CPA CTA ACIS CMA AGIA

240 Bay Street
PO Box 1111
North Brighton, 3186
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A. Brostek
CA

Phone:
Fax:
E-mail:

(03) 9530 6100
(03) 9530 6066
contact@edwardspearl.com.au
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Jewish Care congratulates Israel on its
73rd year of independence.
We celebrate and rejoice the remarkable
achievements of its people.
Wishing you peace, prosperity and continued growth.
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Lowenstein Sharp Pty Ltd
Certified Practising Accountants

The directors and staff
congratulate the State of Israel
on its 73rd Anniversary
Level 2, 570 St. Kilda Road, Melbourne Vic. 3004
Telephone: 03 9510 1511, Facsimile: 03 9525 1616
Directors:

Joe Ades
Karl Ginzburg
Danny Dexter

joe@lsfa.com.au
karl@lsfa.com.au
danny@lsfa.com.au

www.wiener.com.au
Tel: 03 9654 1766

Level 10, 227 Collins Street
Melbourne Vic 3000

With Compliments of

AUSTRAMAX (Aust) PTY. LTD.
“Manufacturing Engineers”

153 Melville Road, West Brunswick
Victoria 3055
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The Rabbis, President and the Board of
Management, together with the entire
membership of the Caulfield Hebrew Congregation,
wish a warm Mazal Tov to the State of Israel, its
leaders and citizens on its 73rd anniversary.
May Hashem bless Medinat Yisrael with peace,
tranquillity, prosperity, resilience and wisdom.

BRING
THIS AD
FOR A 10%
DISCOUNT

Bob Mond and Brian Rubin Congratulate
The State of Israel on its 73rd Anniversary

ISRAEL

C E N T R E

Israel - The place to be!

Congratulations to the State of Israel
on its 73rd Anniversary

• Full Aliyah counselling and processing
• Absorption plans for singles and families
•
•
•
•

Academic Options & Employment Information
Aliyah Preparation - First Steps to Israel
Webinars & Information sessions
Absorption Planning with Telfed

The Israel Aliyah Centre,
306 Hawthorn Road, South Caulfield,
Melbourne, Vic. 3162
Tel: (03) 9272 5688
Email: ozaliya@jafi.org
or in Sydney
Tel: (02) 93602368
Email: aliyasydney@jafi.org

we can help you make it happen
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Blake Street Hebrew Congregation
celebrates with Israel on its
73rd Anniversary

Henry & Ann Fajerman & Family
Extend congratulations and best wishes to the
State of Israel on its 73rd Anniversary
With best wishes

• Brand owner and international distributor:
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Telephone: (613) 9822 9252
Email: admin@korjo.com
www.korjo.com

Travel Accessories
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extend greetings to the State of Israel
on its 73rd anniversary
The partners and staﬀ of
Morris Cohen Glen & Co. congratulate
the State of Israel on
its 73rd year of independence.
Telephone: (03) 9804 0888
Facsimile: (03) 9804 0322
C H A R T E R E D A C C O U N TA N T S

1198 Toorak Rd, Camberwell Victoria 3124
www.morco.com.au

Manufacturers and Importers of Quality Knitwear.
Factory Outlet
Please ring for opening hours

The Feldman Family
Extends congratulations
The state of israel
On its
73rd anniversary
9 Phillip Court Port Melbourne Victoria 3207
Telephone (03) 9261 1500
Fax (03) 9261 1588
www.fields.com.au
Email info@fieldsknitwear.com.au
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On behalf of our
community, the Board
of the Kadimah would
like to wish Israel a
hearty mazal-tov on
the occasion of its
73rd birthday.

With Compliments

Eva Selwyn

Selwyn group of companies
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WITH COMPLIMENTS TO THE STATE OF ISRAEL
ON ITS 73rd ANNIVERSARY

MONICA & JOHN SHALIT & FAMILY

Sam Bond
Jeremy Rosenthal
Richard Moshinsky
Tanya Cross
Greg Monahan
Andrew Schnaider

Steven Klein
Steven Casper
Jonathan Hirsh
Andrew Green
Cynthia Sica
Joshua Heard

Level 15, 607 Bourke Street
Melbourne, Victoria 3000
T: +61 3 9614 7000
E: sba@sbalaw.com
W: www.sbalaw.com
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With Compliments from

THE ABEL
GROUP
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS

Yossi Goldfarb, President Zionism
Victoria together with the Executive
and professional staff thank all our
advertisers for your generosity.
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Edwards Pearl Pty. Ltd...........................................................88

Beckett’s Flat...............................................................................55

Guests Accounting..................................................................44

Gefen Liquor..............................................................................55

Hall Chadwick............................................................................79

Kook Community Kitchen..................................................54

Lowe Lippmann........................................................................48

Kosher Kingdom Food Market.........................................56

Lowenstein Sharp Pty Ltd...................................................90
LZR Partners..............................................................................85
Morris Cohen Glen & Co...................................................93
Rubin Partners...........................................................................82

AGED CARE FACILITIES
Emmy Monash Aged Care Inc.........................................78

BUILDING, CONSTRUCTION AND
ENGINEERING
Austramax (Aust) Pty. Ltd..................................................90
Metricon........................................................................................49

COMMUNAL ORGANISATIONS
Australia Arava Partnership................................................42
B’nai B’rith Victoria Inc..........................................................73

AIR CONDITIONING
COUPER AIR PTY LTD.......................................................73

Emunah..........................................................................................92
Garin Tzabar...............................................................................79
Habayit...........................................................................................45

ART SUPPLIES
Party Bazaar.................................................................................81

Israel Aliyah Centre................................................................91
Jewish Care (Vic) Inc.............................................................89
Jewish Community Council of Victoria.......................75

BABY ACCESSORIES/TOYS
MJM Australia Imports..........................................................81

Jewish National Fund.............................................................32
Kadimah ......................................................................................94
Lamm Jewish Library of Australia...................................47

BANKING / FINANCE / INVESTMENTS

Melbourne Chevra Kadisha................................................76

Bendigo Bank.............................................................................25

National Council of Jewish Women.............................95

MKM Capital...............................................................................82

United Israel Appeal of Victoria ....................................60

Precedent Investments Pty Ltd........................................34

United Israel Appeal of Victoria......................................61

Rampersand................................................................................53

WIZO Victoria..........................................................................77

River Capital Pty Ltd..............................................................77

Zionist Federation of Australia........................................29
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FASHION WEAR / ACCESSORIES

MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS / SERVICES

Flicker’s Australia Pty Ltd.....................................................93

Focus Gastroenterology......................................................80

Fields Knitwear..........................................................................93

Inkerman Medical Group....................................................74

GRAPHIC ARTS

OFFICE SUPPLIES & EQUIPMENT

Paragon Art.................................................................................78

Dandmond Office Supplies...............................................91
Krost Business Furniture......................................................89

HEALTH SERVICES
Waterend Delmont................................................................86

PERSONAL GREETINGS
Fajerman Family........................................................................92

HOMEWARES & FURNITURE

Freeman Development Pty Ltd.......................................74

Pure Zone.....................................................................................94

Hambur Family..........................................................................84

The Floor Store.........................................................................83

Leibler Family.............................................................................87

James Richardson Group Pty Ltd....................................41

Mahemoff  Family....................................................................93
Selwyn Group of Companies...........................................94

INSURANCE
Insureware...................................................................................75

JEWELLERS
A. Wiener and Company...................................................90
Ian Sharp Jewellery..................................................................80
LEGAL SERVICES/
SOLICITORS/BARRISTERS

Shalit Family.................................................................................95
The Abel Group.......................................................................96

PHILANTHROPY/TRUSTS/FOUNDATION
Besen Family Foundation....................................................36
Gandel Philanthropy ............................................................24
Jakob Frenkiel Connecting Cultures Service............28
The Pratt Foundation............................................................26

Arnold Bloch Leibler..............................................................33
Prushka Fast Debt Recovery Pty Ltd............................81
SBA Law.......................................................................................95

POLITICIANS / POLITICAL PARTIES
Australian Federal Government......................................72
Parliament of Victoria............................................................50

MEDIA INFORMATION / SERVICE

Victorian Government..........................................................80

Australian Jewish News........................................................30
J-Air Jewish Community Radio.........................................37

PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT

J-Wire.............................................................................................94

Ashwater Property Group.................................................35
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

STORAGE / REMOVALS

Baron Corporation Pty Ltd................................................91

Superior Self Storage.............................................................96

Five Squared Property Group Pty Ltd.........................80
Inner Metropolis Holdings Pty Ltd.................................40

SYNAGOGUES

Maeven Property.....................................................................76

Blake Street Hebrew Congregation..............................92

Pasat Properties........................................................................82

Caulfield Hebrew Congregation.....................................91

R M Nossbaum Pty Ltd........................................................38
RL Webb Nominees Pty Ltd............................................82

TIMBER
Quipsmart....................................................................................52

REAL ESTATE AGENTS
Axis Property.............................................................................72

TRAVEL AGENTS AND PRODUCTS

Gary Peer & Associates........................................................43

Korjo Travel Products............................................................92

Hodges Caulfield.....................................................................46
UNIVERSITIES
SCHOOLS / COLLEGES

Australian Friends of Tel Aviv University....................79

Bialik College..............................................................................79
Leibler Yavneh College.........................................................81
Sholem Aleichem College..................................................83

SECURITY
Community Security Group..............................................88
Executive Security Solutions..............................................39

SHOPPING CENTRE MANAGEMENT
Alter Nominees Pty Ltd......................................................87
Power Mining Pty Ltd............................................................51
Trindia (Acland Court)..........................................................83

SIGNAGE
Stick On Signs............................................................................27
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ADVANCE
AUSTRALIA FAIR
Australians all, let us rejoice,

hwqth
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For we are young and free,
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil,
Our home is girt by sea;
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts,
Of beauty rich and rare;
In history’s page, let every stage
Advance Australia fair,
In joyful strains then let us sing
Advance Australia fair.

HATIKVAH

THE HOPE

Kol od balevav penima
nefesh yehudi homiya
ulfa’atey mizrakh kadima
ayin le Tziyon tzofiya -

As long as still within our breasts
The Jewish heart beats true,
As long as still towards the east,
To Zion, looks the Jew,

Od lo avda tikvatenu
hatikva bat shnot alpayim
lih’yot am khofshi be’artzenu
eretz Tziyon viYerushalayim

So long our hopes are not yet lost
Two thousand years we’ve cherished them
To live in freedom in the land
of Zion and Jerusalem
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