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When I was elected, I spoke about my desire for Zionism
Victoria to be an environment in which issues concerning
Israel could be discussed freely and where a wide range
of views were welcome. Over the last year, I have reached
out to groups in our community who have not been actively
involved in recent years and I hope that will take the
opportunity to join our discussions. I believe, especially for
our youth, it is very important to hear a wide range of views
expressed on issues pertaining to Israel and I look forward
to our Executive meetings and other appropriate events
becoming a forum for these exchanges. I believe that the
fundamental belief in the State of Israel and the desire for
her continued existence within safe and secure borders is
the overriding driver for the vast majority of our community
– we may disagree on how this is to be achieved but that
discussion can and should occur as long as it is done in a
respectful manner.

President’s Message
Sharene Hambur

It’s hard to believe that my first year as President is drawing
to an end. Over this year, I have come to appreciate the
work done by my predecessors in a way that I suspect is not
possible until you fulfil the role. In the 78 years that Zionism
Victoria has been in existence, it has had a number of names
but its primary goal – to connect the Victorian Jewish and
wider community with Israel – has remained paramount and
I believe that we can be justly proud of the way in which it
has fulfilled this role.
In 2017 we’ll mark a number of significant anniversaries
in the Zionist world. It will be the 120th anniversary of the
first World Zionist Congress in Basel, Switzerland and the
fiftieth anniversary of the Six Day War and the reunification
of Jerusalem. Both of these anniversaries encourage us to
reflect on the Israel of today – we do so with pride at what
she has achieved and with hope for the future.
There is no doubt that many challenges face Israel – chief
among these is the difficult “neighbourhood” in which she
lives and the unfulfilled desire to find a peaceful resolution
to Israel’s relationship with Palestinians. A resolution that
will see two nation states living side-by-side in peace for the
benefit of both countries.
For many in our community, there is a great sense of
despair as to the likelihood of a peaceful resolution at
any time in the foreseeable future. Part of our role at
Zionism Victoria is to remind members of our wider
community of the amazing things that Israel has achieved
notwithstanding the continual security issues that plague
her. In Jane Rapke’s report, you will read of the types of
activities undertaken by Zionism Victoria to tell this story
– from hosting speakers talking to our young adults about
Israel’s start-up industries to featuring stories about Israeli
innovations on our Facebook page, we are continually
looking for ways to highlight Israel’s achievements.
In the last year, I have come to understand more fully the
amazing work done by the Zionism Victoria office and also to
gain a greater insight into the dedication and passion of our
affiliate organisations. I have had many cups of coffee and a
few glasses of wine talking to the leaders of our community
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about the role they see for Zionism Victoria. We are blessed
with a plethora of community organisations that are
committed to Israel and her welfare and it’s our aim to work
hand-in-hand with these groups to deliver on our mission.
In particular, I acknowledge the wonderful support of our
major communal partner, UIA. This partnership allows vital
resources to help us share the story of Israel.
The Zionist Federation of Australia is another important
partner in our work. Their Executive Director, Ginette
Searle, and President, Dr Danny Lamm, are always available
for consultation and on many occasions we work with the
ZFA in planning functions and other joint initiatives. Their
support and advice are invaluable and I truly appreciate the
close working relationship we have.
The leadership of Zionism Victoria is very conscious of
the need to connect as many parts of the Victorian Jewish
community as possible with our work and with Israel. In
particular, over the last year, we have been discussing
young adult engagement. Our community is blessed with
wonderful Jewish day schools, youth movements and AUJS
but once many young adults leave University and begin
their careers, they often lack an opportunity to connect with
Israel and our community. We believe that it’s incredibly
important to retain a strong connection with this group. We
understand that many of them have little spare time as they
begin careers and family life, but we are examining ways to
maintain connections. I hope to see a number of events for
this group for the next twelve months.

Zionism Victoria is blessed to be the owner of the Beth
Weizmann Community Centre – elsewhere in this report you
will read about the myriad of activities that take place each
day in the Centre. My thanks go to Sam Tatarka who has
retained the position of Chairman of the Centre and gives
enormously of his time and energy to ensure the smooth
day-to-day operation of the Centre and plans its ongoing
growth. As Immediate Past President Sam has also given
generously of his time and wisdom to guide me through this
first year. I really could not have done it without him.
Our Board of Management continues to provide great
support and guidance. Jeff Morrison brings with him
many years of experience in Jewish communal life and, in
particular, the workings of Zionism Victoria. I appreciate
his willingness to be a sounding Board and his sage advice.
Finances continue to be challenging for Zionism Victoria
as for most of our communal organisations – this year has
been particularly challenging as we have seen staff changes
in our offices. Throughout this time, Morry Kalkopf has been
the quiet guiding force providing stability and ensuring that
our financial affairs continue to be looked after in the best
way possible.

This year, we welcomed Jeremy Leibler to the Board as
Honorary Secretary. I have appreciated Jeremy’s willingness
to engage with the issues facing Zionism Victoria and
to bring to our discussions new insights. Together with
Ian Samuel and Daniel Nash, Jeremy brings a wealth of
communal experience to our discussions and the input from
each of them is truly valued.
I must give a special mention to the incredible hard work
and dedication that the staff of Zionism Victoria bring to
our community. Over last year, I have watched with growing
admiration the way in which Jane Rapke leads her teams
and the professionalism of each member of the staff. The
last twelve months have seen a number of staff changes
as we have farewelled Eileen Freed and Sean Nochomovitz
and welcomed Ariella Birnbaum, Events Coordinator,
Sarah Bendetsky, Communications Manager, and our
accountant, Rob Sherwin. Together with Daniella Gozlan,
Sandra Sochen and Jodi Liebenberg, our new members of
staff have quickly become an integral part of the amazing
team that is Zionism Victoria.
At the end of this year we will farewell Jane Rapke as our
Executive Director. The Assembly will be a time to say more
about the five years of dedication and tremendous hard work
that Jane has given to our organisation but I want to record
here my thanks to her. She has literally worked 24/6 (thank
heavens for Shabbat) for Zionism Victoria and without her so
many of our initiatives and successes would not have been
possible. She will be sorely missed.
Our community recently came together to mourn the death
of Shimon Peres, a man who gave so much to the State of
Israel and whose death marked the end of an era as the last
of the founders of Israel.
Shimon Peres often spoke about his dreams for Israel.
In an interview three years ago he was asked what was
his greatest disappointment with the State of Israel. His
reply was, “I have more hope than disappointments and
my greatest hope is to make the Promised Land a land of
promise.” In those few words, Shimon Peres enunciated
all of our hopes. May the year ahead take us further
towards that dream.

We are also very excited by the opportunities to connect
with the Israeli members of our community and build on
the work of Habayit – the Hebrew language and culture
centre situated in the Lamm Library building. The
engagement of this community in our Yom Hazikaron and
Yom Ha’atzmaut events is a great springboard to increase
the involvement of so many new people. In particular, our
Blue and White Night and Yom Ha’atzmaut Family Festival
saw the Israeli community join us in large numbers and
I was thrilled to hear Hebrew being spoken as much as
English as I moved around the Beth Weizmann Community
Centre during these festivals.
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Executive Director’s Message
Jane Rapke

Zionism Victoria is committed to partnering with our
affiliates and community to ensure that we can offer a
diverse array of top international speakers, outstanding
talent in the fields of politics, current affairs, culture and
art to enlighten and enrich the community.

Zionism Victoria staged a moving and dignified ceremony
marking Yom Hazikaron, the commemoration of Israel’s
fallen soldiers and victims of terror. The following evening,
we hosted the inaugural Blue and White Night celebration at
Beth Weizmann followed the next day by the Family Festival.

We continue to strengthen and establish strong and
meaningful relationships with our state politicians.

This year, we also added the Israel Shabbat to our regular
community event line-up. Over 25 shules participated in the
Israel Shabbat, connecting their community with Israel and
celebrating an Israel-themed Shabbat immediately after
Yom Ha’atzmaut.

David Southwick and Marsha Thomson, the co-conveners
of the Parliamentary Friends of Israel, work tirelessly
and professionally for the community and Israel and
Zionism Victoria thanks them for their ongoing support
and commitment to our mutual causes. Their outstanding
and exemplary work has been recognised with this year’s
Jerusalem Prize, the highest award bestowed by the world
Zionist movement.

Roof Body of the Zionist Community
in Melbourne
Zionism Victoria, as the roof body for our community in
all matters relating to Israel, continues to develop and
implement new ways to fulfil our mission of connecting the
Jewish community and the wider Victorian community with
Israel. We continue to review the means by which we go
about achieving this important brief and ensuring that we
make Zionism current, meaningful now and for the future.
As I look back and reflect on this exciting year, I am
delighted that the Zionism Victoria team of professional staff
are so dedicated and committed to these aims and ensure
that we are on track to continue to meet our responsibilities
to the community with the expected level of professionalism,
timeliness and accountability.
Zionism Victoria works diligently to bring the most up-todate information to our community and the wider public and
provides opportunities for the community to join together,
not only for learning and celebration, but also in times of
sorrow and solidarity.
One of our highlights on the calendars is the “JPPI
Workshop”, for the third year in a row, at the request of the
Government of Israel, the Jewish People Policy Institute
(JPPI) reached out to diaspora communities around the
world to provide input in this year’s dialogue which was titled
“Exploring the Jewish Spectrum in a Time of Fluid Identity”.
We were proud to host a workshop with over 30 participants
from a broad spectrum of age, religious and political
affiliations who deliberated a range of serious questions in
order to formulate a response for the JPPI on behalf of our
community.
The 2015 Annual Assembly featured a keynote address
by Mr Steve Ciobo who this year, following the Coalition
election win, became Minister for Trade, Tourism and
Investment.
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The Community Volunteer Award was presented to Edith
Herman, who has been a committed and highly respected
community member volunteering for many community
organisations and especially supporting the Lamm Jewish
Library of Australia.
At the 2015 Annual Assembly, we farewelled Sam Tatarka as
he stepped down after a very successful 5 years as President
of Zionism Victoria. Sam’s unwavering commitment to
Israel, the community and Zionism Victoria is nothing
short of extraordinary and we thank him for his dedication,
wisdom and strong leadership.
We welcomed Sharene Hambur into the Presidency role and
looking back over her inaugural year, we can see that she
is steering the organisation in the right direction. Sharene
is welcoming and inclusive of diverse dialogue, encouraging
youth and young adult engagement and exhibiting unique
and strong leadership for the organisation and community.
It is our responsibility to take the lead in convening our
diverse Zionist community to address important issues
facing Israel and the Jewish world. The “Highlights” page
that backs onto this report will reflect some examples of the
myriad of ways that we go about engaging our community
and the wider community in thought, dialogue and seek
to continue to tell the story of Israel. Our media continues
to test the patience of our community, and any fair person
wishing to read a balanced and unbiased account of events
in Israel. For this reason, we partnered with the Israel
Advocacy Group together with three exceptional journalists
acutely aware of our community concerns to provide expert
comment and advice on media engagement.

We have also had the opportunity this year to host at Beth
Weizmann a number of Parliamentary delegations, including
the Federal Foreign Minister, the Hon Julie Bishop and the
State Premier, the Hon Daniel Andrews MP. The opportunity
to introduce our Members of Parliament to the epicentre of
community activity, especially Israel activity, is a welcomed
addition to our engagement with our federal and state
politicians.
An important way in which we connect with Israel is through
Hebrew language and culture. The Executive Chair of the
Hebrew Language and Israeli Culture Department, Erez
Feinberg, delivered an inspirational 3-week course, “Israel
Uncovered”, that provided the participants with a new insight
into the geography, history and culture of Israel.
HaBayit and the Lamm Jewish Library of Australia provide
a full line-up of offerings which are detailed in their reports
included in this year’s Zionism Victoria Annual report.
Yom Hazikaron and Yom Ha’atzmaut, the two most important
days on the modern Israeli calendar, intertwining sadness,
mourning and loss with ecstatic celebration, pride and
jubilation reinforce our connection with Israel.

A number of additional events were held under the banner
of Zionism Victoria across Melbourne engaging youth, young
adults and young families. Our vital work at Zionism Victoria
and especially our flagship events would not be possible
without the help and support of our sponsors, community
organisations and the very special volunteers and to you all,
we extend our sincere gratitude for your ongoing support.
Engagement with the youth is central to our planning and
priorities and can be seen in the central role they assume
in our major events, within the framework of our workshops
and in consultation processes geared to consider their
response to our planned directions.
Aliyah continues to be a key priority for Zionism Victoria
and the practice of celebrating Aliyah by presenting Olim
with a mezuzah is always a highlight of our Executive
meetings. The short speeches given by Olim are inspiring
and help us to focus on why our work is so important. We
acknowledge and recognise the outstanding work performed
by then Aliyah Department, ably led by the Aliyah Shalicha,
Rinat Kedem-Bart. I also recognise the efforts of Dr Ruth
Rosenblum, Chair of Zionism Victoria Aliyah department,
who works in partnership with Rinat to provide support and
advice for family and friends of Olim through Friends of
Ozzies in Israel known as FROZIS.

As the representative roof body of Zionist thought and
interest in Victoria, we continue to take our role in relation
to advocacy with the utmost seriousness. From participating
in public debates, organising campaigns and presenting
distinguished speakers for our community, to writing
articles and circulating advocacy analyses and alerts, this
area is a high priority.
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HIGHLIGHTS
OF THE YEAR

Executive Director’s Message continued
Jane Rapke

Zionism Victoria runs a very successful Connecting
Cultures service, previously known as Public Speaker
Service, supported by the Victorian Government, Office of
Multicultural Affairs and Citizenship. The program provides
speakers on a wide range of Jewish and Zionist topics
free of charge to all Victorian schools and to communal
organisations in order to encourage learning, interaction,
multiculturalism and tolerance.
We are privileged to work with outstanding shlichim
(emissaries) from Israel, who work diligently not only
for their youth movements and/or organisations in their
designated positions, but assist us in so many of our
activities and events. The current mishlachat is exceptional,
and boasts a range of skills and expertise which is of benefit
to the community well beyond the youth movements.
We acknowledge the support and cooperation of the ZFA
who is an exceptional national roof body that proudly and
professionally represents Israel’s interest in Australia. As
outlined in this report, we undertake many collaborative
ventures, and work closely with the ZFA on issues of mutual
interest and concern.

Acknowledgements
I would like to pay a special tribute to Zionism Victoria Board
members who give so generously of their time, professional
expertise and knowledge.
I particularly thank and acknowledge Zionism Victoria’s
President, Sharene Hambur, and Sam Tatarka, Beth
Weizmann Chairperson, who continue to perform these
roles with distinction. I am sure that the community is not
aware of the intense commitment, effort, time and patience
that are required by our lay leadership in their honorary
positions. I extend my sincere gratitude to Sharene, Sam
and the Board for their leadership and commitment.
I acknowledge with appreciation the cooperation we have
with other Jewish organisations, in particular, our principal
communal partner, the UIA. I also acknowledge with sincere
appreciation the lay and professional staff of JCCV, ECAJ,
JNF, MDA, AIJAC, WIZO and the Bnai Brith ADC.
The level of activity we undertake on a daily basis, and the
outcomes achieved would simply not be possible without the
dedication and competence of the professional team in the
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Zionism Victoria office.

Zionism Victoria:
Roof Body
Representing
Our Community

The team comprises Jodi Liebenberg (Executive Assistant),
Rob Sherwin (Accountant), Sandra Sochen (Advertising
Manager), Daniella Gozlan (Projects Coordinator), Ariella
Birnbaum (Events Coordinator), and Sarah Bendetsky
(Communications Manager).

Frustrated by the representation of Israel in the media, 250 people came
together for panel discussion on media bias. The panel consisted of three
speakers: Christian Kerr, Senior Reporter for The Australian; James Campbell,
State Politics Editor for the Herald Sun; and Dr Jennifer Oriel, Political Scientist
and Public Commentator.

This year we farewelled Sean Nochomovitz and Eileen Freed
who had been members of the Zionism Victoria team over
the last three years.
I take this opportunity to thank all the Zionism Victoria
staff profusely and sincerely for their commitment, highly
professional work and strong teamwork.
I also thank Mile Stojanovski, Building Manager, of the Beth
Weizmann Community Centre, for his hard work, support
and involvement in all that happens at the precinct on a daily
basis.
I also acknowledge and thank the Lamm Jewish Library of
Australia staff and many dedicated volunteers, led by their
Director Leonie Fleiszig, for their highly professional and
dedicated work to the library and the community.
One thing I have learnt from my time with Zionism
Victoria is that every day presents us with new and
exciting opportunities. We will continue to embrace the
achievements and milestones of Israel and our community
and deepen the connection between Israel and Victoria.
This is my last report as Executive Director of Zionism
Victoria and I wish to express that it has been an honour
and a privilege to work for such an exceptional organisation
with such an important community brief. I wish the Zionism
Victoria lay and professional team ongoing success as it
continues its work for Israel.

Our 77th Annual Assembly was attended by 200
delegates and community members. The Assembly
was an opportunity to farewell former President,
Sam Tatarka, and to welcome his successor Sharene
Hambur. Volunteer Award was presented to Edith
Herman for her many years of dedication to the
Zionist community.

Together with the Australian Jewish News, we hosted pre-election
debates between Melbourne Ports MP Michael Danby and Liberal
challenger Owen Guest. Topics discussed included claims and
counter-claims about Israel, Iran, Greens preferences and
security funding.

Advocacy

The Jewish Community Council of Victoria (JCCV) and
Zionism Victoria hosted a Passover-themed luncheon
at State Parliament with thirty Members of Parliament,
including Ministers and Shadow Ministers, with the
support of the Parliamentary Friends of Israel, led by
David Southwick MP and Marsha Thomson MP.

More than 300 politicians, foreign diplomats, members of the judiciary and
journalists joined distinguished leaders of the Melbourne Jewish and Zionist
communities to celebrate the 68th anniversary of Israel’s Independence Day.

Jane Rapke
Executive Director
Zionism Victoria was proud to host Foreign Minister Julie Bishop. This visit
gave Minister Bishop the opportunity to explore the heart of Melbourne’s
Jewish community, learn about the important work of Beth Weizmann
tenants and hear from local leaders about significant issues that concern
the community.
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Partnering/
Supporting
Affiliates

A sell-out crowd attended Beth Weizmann Community
Centre for the premiere screening of “Tiyul: A Story
of Courage.” Presented by Zionism Victoria and
ZDVO Beit Halochem Australia, the uplifting
documentary followed the inspirational story
of 20 young injured soldiers as they travelled to
India to trek in the Himalayas; the “post-army”
rite of passage for all Israelis which sadly becomes
largely impossible for victims of war and terror.

Over 70 trivia buffs and Jerusalem lovers participated in the Zionism
Victoria’s Yom Yerushalayim Jerusalem Challenge offering an entertaining
way to test their knowledge of Jerusalem.

An exclusive Australian launch of Rabbi Dov Lipman’s book, An ‘American’
MK, Behind the Scenes in the 19th Knesset, and an engaging panel on
modern Israel took place at Beth Weizmann in August. The panelists
discussed public diplomacy, religion and state, Jewish identity of younger
generations and the differences between the American and Australian
Jewish communities.

At the commencement of the
academic year, Zionism Victoria
and JCCV hosted the AUJS and
youth movement leadership dinner
aiming to discuss the goals and
opportunities for next year.
A group of Israeli high school students from the Arava Acacia Delegation
visited the Beth Weizmann Community Centre for a fun, educational
treasure hunt. Participants learnt about the Australian Jewish community
and its connection to Israel and met representatives from various Zionist
organisations and worked hard to find all the clues, shared many laughs
and enjoyed treats and gifts.

/ ZIONISM VICTORIA

We hosted a cultural exchange program involving Year 6
students and teachers at Wonthaggi North Primary
School and Melbourne’s Leibler Yavneh College aiming
to enrich understanding of Jewish culture, history and
Israel, as well as tolerance and respect..

Israel Uncovered, a dynamic seminar run by Zionism Victoria at Beth Weizmann
Community Centre was an engaging learning experience for many. Facilitated by
Erez Feinberg, Hebrew Language & Israeli Culture Chair of Zionism Victoria and
Head of Informal Education at Mt Scopus Memorial College, the course delved
into Israel’s rich history, archaeology, geography and culture.

Yom Hazikaron Commemoration united over 1000 people to collectively
remember and honour the memory of the men and women who have fallen
serving in Israel’s Defence Forces or who were victims of acts of terror.

Blue & White night brought the festivities to the Beth
Weizmann Community Centre precinct where over
800 people enjoyed fantastic entertainment. Over 250
of Melbourne’s young adults celebrated Erev Yom
Ha’atzmaut with their own “Israel Bash” at Jackson’s
in Toorak.

Young Adult
Engagement

10

Culture and
Education

Our Yom Ha’atzmaut Family Festival attracted over 2000 people who enjoyed
great Israeli-themed activities and fun for children and their families. The
festival brought together a wide cross-section of the community – Israelis and
Australians, religious and secular, Jewish school and state school attendees –
to celebrate Israel’s birthday.

For the first time, Zionism Victoria worked with over 25 participating synagogues
and minyanim to offer Israel Shabbat, thereby expanding the community’s
celebration of Yom Ha’atzmaut. In this first year, Israel Shabbat coincided with
the very day on the secular calendar when Israel declared its Independence.
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/ COMMEMORATIVE
Signing the
Shimon Peres
Condolence
Book

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED ISRAEL APPEAL VICTORIA
The United Israel Appeal extends its best wishes to Zionism Victoria on the occasion of their 78th Annual
Assembly. We recognise their important mission for our community. UIA values our unique and important
partnership with Zionism Victoria to enhance and strengthen the bonds between the Jewish and wider
communities of Victoria and the State of Israel.
Zionism Victoria leads and encourages Zionist activity and expression within Victoria. It represents the
Jewish community, promotes and communicates Israel’s interests within the broader Victorian community
and promotes Victoria’s relationship with Israel.
As the premier fundraising campaign for Israel, UIA continues to leverage the great work of Zionism
Victoria to nurture and develop our people’s love and commitment to Israel - the responsibility of every Jew.
We thank Zionism Victoria for the excellent working relationship between our organisations. Our
community is truly special in its support, dedication, passion and generosity - a stand out in the Keren

Yom Hazikaron
One Minute
Silence

Hayesod-UIA world. We are proud to be a part of this community and the important partnership we share

Shimon Peres
Community
Memorial

with Zionism Victoria in supporting and strengthening the State of Israel.
Kol Hakavod to Sharene Hambur and her dedicated Executive and Staff for their accomplishments; we wish
you continued success. Thank you for continuing to work with us to cement our strong relationship which
mirrors the deep connection between KH-UIA and the World Zionist Organisation.

His Excellency
Shmuel BenShmuel

Yashar Koach!

Shlomo Werdiger
UIA Victoria President

Yom Hazikaron,
Melbourne
remembers

Sharene Hambur
addresses the
gathering at the
Yom Hazikaron Tekes
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/ OUR MISSION
To lead and encourage Jewish and Zionist activity and expression within Victoria, to
represent the Jewish community, to promote and communicate Israel’s interests within
the broader Victorian community and to promote Victoria’s relationship with Israel.

Jerusalem Program 2004

It is our role as the roof body of all Zionist organisations in Victoria:
◊◊ To provide an opportunity for discussion, debate
and expression of Jewish and Zionist thought.
◊◊ To develop deeper connections between the
Victorian Jewish community and Israel, in
particular, attempting to include a wider crosssection of the community in our activities.
◊◊ To actively engage with the general Victorian
community with a view to expressing, explaining
and promoting Israel’s interests.
◊◊ To conduct cultural, educational and
informational activities and events.

◊◊ To create an atmosphere within the community
that values Zionist thought and expression, the
Hebrew language and culture, and pride in Israel
and her achievements.
◊◊ Promoting and fostering Jewish communal
voluntary and professional leadership and
management.
◊◊ Fostering intercommunity understanding
and tolerance and taking an active role in the
Victorian multicultural community.

Philosophically, Zionism Victoria and the Zionist movement bases its activities and priorities on the “Jerusalem Program”
– the charter adopted by the World Zionist Movement in 1968 and updated in 2004. The Jerusalem Program essentially
calls for the centrality of Israel in Jewish life worldwide, and promotes the ingathering of the Jewish people into their
historical homeland through aliyah.
The diversity of the Zionism Victoria’s affiliated bodies is its strength. Affiliated organisations include the Zionist youth
movements, fundraising organisations, Jewish day schools, orthodox and progressive congregations, political and
social groups. With 52 affiliates and a democratically elected executive, Zionism Victoria represents the broad range
of community organisations which serve the Victorian Jewish community.
Zionism Victoria was established in 1938, and in its seventy eight years of activity, has played an important role in
advancing Israel’s cause in both the Jewish and wider communities.

20

/ ZIONISM VICTORIA

Zionism, the national liberation movement of the Jewish
people, brought about the establishment of the State
of Israel, and views a Jewish, Zionist, democratic and
secure State of Israel to be the expression of the common
responsibility of the Jewish people for its continuity and
future.

4.

Ensuring the future and the distinctiveness of the
Jewish people by furthering Jewish, Hebrew and
Zionist education, fostering spiritual and cultural
values and teaching Hebrew as the national language;

5.

Nurturing mutual Jewish responsibility, defending
the rights of Jews as individuals and as a nation,
representing the national Zionist interests of the
Jewish people, and struggling against all
manifestations of anti-Semitism;

6.

Settling the country as an expression of practical
Zionism.

The foundations of Zionism are:
1.

The unity of the Jewish people, its bond to its historic
homeland Eretz Yisrael, and the centrality of the State
of Israel and Jerusalem, its capital, in the life of the
nation;

2.

Aliyah to Israel from all countries and the effective
integration of all immigrants into Israeli Society.

3.

Strengthening Israel as a Jewish, Zionist and
democratic state and shaping it as an exemplary society
with a unique moral and spiritual character, marked
by mutual respect for the multi-faceted Jewish people,
rooted in the vision of the prophets, striving for peace
and contributing to the betterment of the world.
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/ CELEBRATION
Honorary Treasurer’s Report

The financial statements of the four entities, comprising
“the group”, namely Beth Weizmann Community Centre Inc.,
B.W. Community Centre Ltd, the Jewish Library of Australia
Ltd and Zionism Victoria, for the twelve months ending
30 June 2016 are supplementary to the Annual Report as
distributed.

Blue & White Night,
Yom Ha’atzmaut

From a financial perspective, the organisation on the whole
is fundamentally strong, based on the value of its assets and
the income stream they generate, as against the liabilities
and outgoings of the various entities. The balance sheets
consolidated as a group, reflect a positive net asset value
due to the value of the Land and Buildings, which have been
re-valued as at June 2016 by Beller Commercial Real Estate.
The Hon. Daniel Andrews,
Premier of Victoria,
Yom Ha’atzmaut
Cocktail Reception

Yom Ha’atzmaut,
Tel – Aviv Café
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Thank you also to our auditors, namely Michael Zylberman
of LZR Audit & Assurance Pty Ltd and Guests Accounting for
their assistance throughout the year.
I look forward to working for the organisation over the next
twelve months and greatly appreciate the opportunity of
contributing to Zionism Victoria and subsequently the wider
community.

The group returned an operating loss of $32,397 before
depreciation expense of $146,378. Operating expenses
have been maintained at previous levels and even lower in
some cases, however, the Lamm Jewish Library of Australia
Appeal was less successful than in previous years and
efforts are being made to ensure we increase our levels
of donations and sponsorships in the future.
The finance committee, in conjunction with the Executive,
have budgeted to ensure communal events such as Yom
Ha’atzmaut and Yom Hazikaron continue to be integral
events in our calendar.

His Excellency Shmuel
Ben-Shmuel, Yom
Ha’atzmaut Cocktail
Reception

Finally, may I take this opportunity of thanking Jane and her
great team for their wonderful contribution throughout the
year and a huge thank you to Rob Sherwin for his dedication,
commitment and attention to detail, after stepping into
a difficult time due to unforseen changes in staffing.

Mory Kalkopf
Honorary Treasurer

Beth Weizmann Community Centre remains fully tenanted,
proving we have been able to provide the community with
a home, which radiates and generates a hub of activity, and
with new tenants coming on board from different sectors
certainly creates a true community spirit.

Beth Weizmann
transforms for
Yom Ha’atzmaut
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The financial details of the Centre’s operations are referred
to in the Treasurer’s Report.

The Lamm Jewish Library of Australia (LJLA)

Beth Weizmann
Community Centre Inc

The LJLA, housed at 304 Hawthorn Road, has become
recognised as an important educational and cultural hub
for our community. New collections, e-books and new clubs
and activities have been added to the library as detailed by
Library Director, Leonie Fleiszig, in her Annual Report.

Twenty-Fourth Annual General Meeting
Beth Weizmann Community Centre | 304 - 306 Hawthorn Road

Overview
It’s been five years since the Beth Weizmann Community
Centre campus has more than doubled in size with the
addition of the building that houses the Lamm Jewish
Library of Australia. We can confidently say that we are a
true centre of the Jewish community of Melbourne. There is
virtually not a spare room or office in either of the buildings.
Every space is occupied most mornings and evenings with
a diverse range of activities that keeps this precinct alive
with communal activity.
Having Beth Weizmann is of immense value to our
community and we should not take this amazing asset
for granted. The opportunity for cross-fertilisation of ideas
within the walls of Beth Weizmann and the intangible
benefit of the co-location of highly-committed professional
staff all working for Israel or the Jewish community cannot
be measured in financial and business terms alone. The
members of the BWCC “family” who go about their business
in this wonderful place will testify to the importance of our
community hub and the electric vibe that permeates the
building on any working day.
This year, we have witnessed immense joy and celebration
with a variety of festivals and programs that made use of
the entire centre. Now an annual event, “Chanukat HaBayit”
– hosted by HaBayit, the home of Hebrew Language and
Israeli Culture – celebrates Chanukah with a festival of
Israeli culture which brings new faces, families and lovers
of all things Israeli to Beth Weizmann to enjoy an afternoon
packed with activity, music and spirit.
A now regular feature on the communal calendar, we once
again hosted the Yom Ha’atzmaut Family Festival at Beth
Weizmann. The entire campus was decked out in “blue
and white” and transformed into an energetic, Israeli street
festival.
Building on the success of the Family Festival, this year
saw the inception of the “Blue and White Night”, an adult
celebration of Yom Ha’atzmaut, which was also staged at
Beth Weizmann. A chic “Tel-Aviv Café” with outstanding
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entertainment, a fun promenade with dance music, a flash
dance surprise, places to schmooze with friends and a
range of food and bars made for a spectacular Melbourne
community event. Beth Weizmann was the perfect choice
to bring the community together on this special day despite
the inclement weather.
The “Do Good Labs”, now in its second year, has morphed
into a very successful co-working space that supports young
adult entrepreneurs with a space to co-locate and share
resources and ideas. The Do Good Labs, established less
than 16 months ago by brothers David and Daniel Rifkin,
is generously supported by the Estate of the late Jakob
Frenkiel a’h whose vision and philanthropy is already having
a significant and positive impact on the community at large
and our community centre in particular.
The state of the art coffee machine at “Do Good Labs” kindly
on loan from Bean Alliance, is now supporting the training
of Access Inc young adults to become baristas.
The Shrine of Remembrance kindly chose to gift the
“Sir John Monash Travelling Exhibition” to VAJEX whose
headquarters are located within the library building.
The exhibition in tribute to one of Australia’s greatest sons
is on permanent display and can be visited by all.

Security
Security is, as always, high on the priority list of issues
for our Centre and we are still planning to upgrade the
security at Beth Weizmann by the addition of bomb resistant
structures and a new vehicle and pedestrian entry pathway.
Planning is very advanced and it is our hope that we will
be in a position to commence construction in the coming
year. The Victorian Government grant of $500,000 remains
committed and we are awaiting the release of the Federal
Government’s guidelines for applicants under the Coalition’s
Safer Communities Policy released in the course of the
recent Federal Election. That policy promised a $20 million
fund for upgrading community security nationwide and we
are confident that Beth Weizmann’s application for funding
will be viewed favourably.

The LJLA is fitted with state of the art audio-visual and
technological equipment, facilities and rooms to assist our
community to come together to learn and share in cultural
experiences. Apart from a regular stream of members
of the community both Jewish and general, the library
is continually busy hosting seminars, conferences and
meetings.
The biennial Melbourne Jewish Writers’ Festival (MJWF)
under the expert leadership of Esther Kister and a team
of enthusiastic volunteers is a project of the LJLA and
once again took over the Beth Weizmann precinct for three
exciting days and nights in May. International and local
guests enraptured the very large audiences with a diverse
range of discussion topics and staged workshops engaging
young and old. Esther is now stepping down as Festival
Director after four years in that role and I would like to
record our sincere appreciation to her and the team that
coalesced around her inspired leadership for a job extremely
well done.
KOOK (Kosher Open Kitchen) has had a very successful
third year and its operations are made possible in part
by significant ongoing support from the Estate of the late
Jakob Frenkiel a’h. Rabbi Pesach Steinberg continues in
his role as kitchen manager and mashgiach and his efforts
in founding and maintaining KOOK’s operations are worthy
of note and appreciation. In addition to providing a wellkitted kosher kitchen for school groups, youth movements,
organisations and caterers, KOOK runs a weekly “Soup
Kitchen” providing affordable and delicious lunches as
well as a warm and friendly place to gather for a chat to
community members. The Soup kitchen is operated on a
volunteer basis and all proceeds are donated to charity.
This year, we farewell our long-serving and exceptional
LJLA Director, Leonie Fleiszig, who will be retiring at
the end of 2016. Leonie joined the library fresh out of
University and as a young mother of a growing family
and now over 30 years later, leaves behind a strong and
formidable community asset for future generations.
Leonie’s professionalism, warm and welcoming personality,
commitment and dedication to the library and our
community is deeply appreciated and her presence on a day
to day basis will be sorely missed. We wish Leonie and her
husband Louis all the very best for the future.

The LJLA is flourishing as our community discovers all it
has to offer. We encourage you to use this amazing resource
as a source of knowledge, a place of community and a venue
for your seminars, book clubs and social events. You won’t
be disappointed and you will be supporting the future of our
community.

Acknowledgements
Mile Stojanovski, the Beth Weizmann Security and Building
Manager is an outstanding member of our staff whose
initiative, commitment and support for all of us at Beth
Weizmann every day is boundless.
We record our appreciation to Mr David Michelson for his
untiring and constant dedication to his honorary work as
Chairperson for the Security portfolio on the Executive. We
also thank the Community Security Group (CSG) for their
direct contribution to the security of our centre and to the
community at large. Volunteers from the CSG protect us
at our activities on and off campus and give unstintingly of
their time in service to the community. We are also grateful
for the professionalism of Executive Security Solutions, our
security contractor that provides the guards stationed at the
entry to the building on a daily basis.
We acknowledge the professional support we receive from
Beller Commercial property management and thank the
team for working closely with us to ensure that all of the
Beth Weizmann tenants’ needs are addressed in a timely
fashion and for their support to Beth Weizmann Community
Centre.
Considerable thanks are due to Zionism Victoria Executive
Director Jane Rapke, Accountant Rob Sherwin, Advertising
Manager Sandra Sochen, Executive Assistant Jodi
Liebenberg, Projects Coordinator Daniella Gozlan, Events
Coordinator Ariella Birnbaum and Communications
Manager Sarah Bendetsky for their contribution towards
the running of the Centre.
Leonie Fleiszig, the LJLA Director and her professional
and committed library staff, Hanna Yahalom, Mary Lavi
and Lauren Joffe make the LJLA tick. Together with their
dedicated volunteers, they work tirelessly for the library
to expand its resources and to offer the community an
exceptional, state-of-the art facility to enhance their
personal experience.
I would like to thank my fellow Board members for their
support and work for Beth Weizmann Community Centre.
We look forward to continuing and enhancing our services
to the Jewish community in the future.
Sam Tatarka
CHAIRMAN - BWCC Inc

Lauren Joffe, one of the library’s senior librarians, will
assume the position of Library Director in early 2017.
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Another initiative of the LJLA, is the Melbourne Jewish
Writers Festival which is a bi-annual event. This year, under
the direction of Esther Kister along with her enthusiastic
and hardworking committee, the Festival was held over two
and a half days in May. There were more than 60 sessions
with over 700 people in attendance. Writers included Israeli
novelist Nir Baram and New York novelist Jami Attenberg as
well as local guests such as Anna Ciddor, Mireille Juchau,
Joan London, Alan Gold, Gail Jones, Arnold Zable, Lally Katz
and Abigail Ulman. The Jewish schools sent busloads of
students to hear speakers like Arnie Rubinstein.

Lamm Jewish Library
of Australia

In collaboration with the Glen Eira Storytelling Festival and
Kadimah, the library had a reading of Sholem Aleichem
stories in June on the 100th anniversary of his yahrzeit.
Over 150 people attended. The Glen Eira Council has already
been in touch to plan next year’s function.
It is with both sadness and gratitude that I write my final
report on the activities of the Lamm Jewish Library of
Australia over the past twelve months. Sadness because
after nearly 30 years, I will shortly be retiring from my
position with the library and Beth Weizmann. Gratitude
for the privilege of having played a small part in the growth,
and success of this major community resource and for the
opportunity to work with kind, committed and generous
people.
The LJLA continues to manage the resources from the
Makor Jewish Community Library, the Australian Jewish
Genealogical Society, the Australian Jewish Historical
Society and parts of the collections from the Jewish
Museum, Kadimah and the Holocaust Museum which
have also been relocated to the LJLA. Together with the
collections from the Kew Hebrew Congregation, the St Kilda
Hebrew Congregation and the North Eastern Jewish Centre,
all these resources can be accessed on the Internet at www.
ljla.org.au.
Resources from the Jewish Bereaved Parents’ Support
Group, the Jewish Ecological Coalition and the Australian
Society of Polish Jews and their Descendants add to the
diversity of the resources available. The LJLA collection is
continually growing, often aided by donations from members
of the community. Dr Serge Liberman has generously
donated his entire collection of Judaica to the library.
The lending, reference and referral services of the LJLA
encompass all subjects of Jewish interest and import and
are available to both our own community and the general
public. Our holdings are listed on the National Library of
Australia’s databases Trove and on Libraries Australia.
This has led to enquires from around the world, as many
of our resources are unique.
The library’s collections include: books, magazines and
newspapers, CDs, CD-ROMs and DVDs. Our Hebrewlanguage book, DVD and CD collections, attracts people
from all over Victoria. Free Wi-Fi is available throughout the
building. Thanks to the generous donation of the Naomi and
Samuel Stopnik Fund we have been able to add a selection
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of e-books to the catalogue. Members can access items via
their computers, iPads and mobile phones anywhere in the
world.
Activities in the library continue to expand. The Write Your
Story Program, facilitated by Adele Hulse, which began
in 1998, continues to generate interested writers. We
have published 130 autobiographies and anthologies. Last
year’s book launches included writers Ros Collins, Shmuel
Gurewicz, Nina Stone, as well as the life story of Andy
Factor written by his two daughters. Given support through
classes, editorial advice and publishing expertise, many in
the community continue to add their experiences to these
valuable primary resources, held in the Smorgon Archives.
Makor Publishing, which is responsible for the Write Your
Story publications, has added two more titles this year, for
Sue Zimmerman and Edith Preston. Meanwhile, around nine
new titles are currently being prepared for publication.

To fund these new endeavours, and maintain its current
commitments, the library relies on the community for
financial support. The Annual Appeal, coordinated by Ian
Samuel, is our major fundraising event, and its operation is
made possible with the help of many cherished volunteers.
This year the appeal was an outstanding success surpassing
all previous ones.
Other activities in the library centre building include: the
film club Haseret, a joint venture between the LJLA and
Friends of the Hebrew University, screening films from the
Steven Spielberg Film Archives with guest speakers every
two months; Little Souls, a weekly movement activity for
toddlers; a monthly book club hosted by LJLA; Habayit, the
home of Hebrew and Israeli culture, using the library for its
Hebrew classes; kosher cooking in the Kook Kitchen, run by
Paul Steinberg, who also gives a daily shiur in the library if
anyone is in need of some spiritual growth.

The library is open to the general public for 31 hours per
week: from Monday to Thursday 10am to 5pm and Sunday
2pm to 5pm. Our staff comprises myself, Hanna Yahalom,
Library Coordinator; Mary Lavi, Lauren Joffe and Ruth
Leonards, Librarians. We have over fifty volunteers who
come in regularly to assist and to whom we owe a huge
debt of gratitude. Our membership and loan numbers have
rapidly increased over the past year, we believe largely as a
result of the many functions and activities which the library
has initiated or partnered.
The wonderful support of Zionism Victoria, with its President,
Sharene Hambur, and Executive Director, Jane Rapke,
has been crucial to the growth and success of the LJLA
in enriching the life of our community. We are also very
grateful to Sam Tatarka, Ian Samuel, Mory Kalkopf, Rob
Sherman, Sandra Sochen, Jodi Liebenberg, Daniella Gozlan,
Ariella Birnbaum, Sarah Bendetsky and Mile Stojanovski for
their willingness to assist whenever needed. I would also
like to thank the Lamm family for their vision and support.
From its humble beginnings in a small room on the second
floor of Beth Weizmann in St Kilda Road, the library has
given me the opportunity to contribute to the growth and
development of this unique and wonderful community asset.
I am truly grateful. After so many years of involvement it
would be impossible for me to sever my ties entirely. I look
forward in my retirement to an ongoing participation in
the future role and activities of the library, as a volunteer –
when the less-voluntary duties of a grandmother permit!
Leonie Fleiszig
DIRECTOR - LJLA

A major undertaking this year was responding to a request
from Professor Paul Bartrop, a noted Australian Holocaust
historian and author now working at Gulf State University in
Florida. Professor Bartrop has been commissioned to write
a four-volume encyclopaedia, The Holocaust: The Definitive
Encyclopaedia and Document Collection.
One volume is dedicated to testimonies which Professor
Bartrop has sourced from the Azrieli Foundation in Canada
and the Write Your Story collection at the Lamm Jewish
Library of Australia. To date, selections from books by
forty-nine Write Your Story authors have been approved,
and signed permission to use the work has been obtained.
This was not always easy because some authors have died
since their books were published. We have also provided
Professor Bartrop with testimonies, and permission for
their use, from four authors not published by Makor, but
by Scribe and Black Ink, both Melbourne-based publishers
who are the sons of Holocaust survivors. It was wonderful
that as a community-based organisation, the library was
in a position to embrace those publishers and provide their
authors with a new platform for their stories.
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The Israel Aliyah Centre

Mishlachat (The Shlichim Desk)

The Jewish Agency operates in Australia with the valuable
partnership of the ZFA. In 2016, The Jewish Agency
Mishlachat had 19 Shlichuyot positions in Australia alone,
9 positions were in Melbourne.
Rinat Kedem Bart

The Aliyah Centre, run by the ZFA and the Jewish Agency
for Israel, is intended to assist and help people with their
life-altering decision of making Aliyah.
We believe that a successful Aliyah and absorption in Israel
can take place with a profound Jewish and Zionist education,
together with a positive experience in Israel. We aim to
provide a friendly and professional process of Aliyah with
assistance in minimising the bureaucracy.
During the year of 2015, there were 150 Olim from Australia
and New Zealand, which is just under the average of 170
Olim per annum. As of mid-September this year, there were
over 100 new Olim from Australia and New Zealand, with
opening over 150 new Olim files.
This year, we have focused on professionalising the services
provided to new Olim and on outreach to the community.
We have adapted the Olim Kits so we can now issue a
personalised kit for each new Aussie Oleh with the relevant
printed information. In addition, we worked to strengthen
the Aliyah skills and knowledge of each Mishlachat member.
To this end, we held a professional Aliyah Seminar for
shlichim and followed that up with on-site training.
The Aliyah office has held social events and info nights for
Olim, both to personalised groups as well as for general
Jewish community. Examples of these are a preparation
seminar for a Habonim Dror Garin that made Aliyah (which
all of the JAFI mishlachat participated in and assisted with),
information night on Employment rights, General tips and
guidance for Australian Olim) etc.
This year, together with Zionism Victoria, we have
restructured the Olim Farewell and Mezuza Presentations,
adding a social gathering for Olim prior to the ceremony.
The result is a more personalised and interactive ceremony.
We held professional conferences for the staff of the Aliyah
offices, combining lectures and meetings with partnering
organisations.
We work tightly with the Aliyah Department in JAFI and
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held a successful visit of Neil Gilman, English Speaking
Countries Manager. His visit included facilitating the Aliyah
Seminar for Shlichim, information evening for Olim in both
Melbourne and Sydney and training for the Aliyah office staff.
In addition, this year we started working with the Global
Center of the Jewish Agency, providing phone assistance
and information for Olim in the hours when our Australian
offices are closed.
We work closely with Frozis, established by Dr. Ruth
Rosenblum, Zionism Victoria’s Aliyah Chair Woman, who
continues to seek ways of supporting and assisting Olim and
their families here in Australia.
The Aliyah Office had a recent change of Staff, with Becky
Kiper-Fox stepping in as the Aliyah Coordinator. We wish her
all the best and are confident she will be wonderful addition
to our office and our Olim.
We would like to thank Miri Abramovich and Becky KiperFox for all their dedicated work for the Olim in Victoria,
and would also like to thank our dedicated staff in our
Sydney office, Ron Alter and Shoshana Vitek for the great
partnership and their hard work.
We would also like to thank Zionism Victoria for all their
ongoing support to both our office and to all the Olim. I hope
we will be able to continue our partnership and support the
wonderful people that choose to make Aliyah to Israel.
Rinat Kedem-Bart
ALIYAH SHLICHA

Representative of Jewish Agency For
Israel in Australia and New Zealand

Rachel Adams

AUJS

Yuval Barel

Tzofim

Efri Bart

Habonim Dror

Moriah Ben David

Bnei Akiva

Rami Teplitskiy

Russian Speaking Jewish Community

Avi Michaeli

Betar

Anat Paz

Hashomer Hatzair

Uri Lewin

Netzer/Progressive Communities

The Jewish Agency mishlachat in Victoria prides itself in
being diverse and dynamic, aiming to work with the wide
Melbourne Jewish community. We value team work and
the professional and personal support that the Mishlachat
offers. Hence, we hold 3 conferences for Shlichim, local
staff meetings, and numerable social events.
The shlichim’s work involves not only their specific youth
movement or organisation, but also a general commitment
to the entire Jewish community in Melbourne, and a very
close partnership with the ZFA and the Zionism Victoria.
We often work in collaboration to reach the goals of our
shlichut. The Melbourne Mishlachat has lead several
Mishlachat events bringing Israel from a personal
perspective to different organizations (Jewish schools,
Synagogues, etc), and works tightly with the State Council
especially on communal events.
The Mishlachat works very closely with the leadership of
youth and young adults in our community, both individually
through the organizations the Shlichim work with. We also
guide and mentor the leading organizations for young adults
on a group but also individual level. This year, Moriah Ben
David worked with ZYC in Victoria, Rachel Adams was the
AUJS Shlicha and Rinat Kedem Bart worked with the AZYC.
This year, we aimed to strengthen small communities
around Australia. Three of our shlichim worked closely
through out the year with smaller communities: Avi Michaeli
with the Brisbane community, Efri Bart with the Adelaide
community, and Anat Paz worked with Hashi reaching out
to the community in Byron Bay.
In addition, several of our shlichim traveled throughout the
year to smaller communities and reached out to the younger
generation there.

Kangarusski - Russian Speaking Community in Australia
had a year of revival, with the continuation of shlichut with
Rami Teplitskiy’s arrival, and the hard work of the ZFA staff.
The major four projects that the community is very proud
of are: Opening of the first Australian Russian Speaking
“Moishe House” in Melbourne; The Kangarusski Birthright
program that is in the making; Limmud FSU that was run
by many of the Victorian members; renewal of Kangarusski
camps for kids “Kangarusski in Space”. In addition, there
have been several community events, each bringing in
hundreds of participants.
The Jewish Agency with the ZFA operates the Zionist
Seminar Programs, which held it’s 30th year anniversary
this year. The Zionist seminars provide informal education
programs designed to strengthen and enrich students’
connection with Israel and Jewish tradition. This year, we
have had 4 teams in Melbourne going out to Leibler Yavneh
College, Bialik College, King David School and Mt. Scopus
College.
The Arava partnership is continuing to develop, with the
successful partnership with the ZFA. This year the, Acacia
School delegation was hosted by Bialik College, and worked
with all Jewish day schools, creating ties between school
students in Australia and the Arava. The first photographers
delegation was held and was a massive success, bringing
3 celebrated photographers from the Arava, and hosting
over 15 events. There has also been a teachers exchange
program, with 4 teachers from the Arava working with
Jewish day schools and participating in the ZFA’s Educators
conference. In addition, The Arava continues to host
numerous delegations. We would like to thank ZFA staff
especially Stacy Hayman and Racheli Arber, Orit ElkayamCohen the Director of the partnership, members of the
Steering Committee and all the hardworking volunteers.
I would like to acknowledge all the assistance and support
of the ZFA, and would like to thank Zionism Victoria for the
valuable partnership and ongoing support.
I would also like to thank the amazing Mishalchat in
Melbourne for all the time, energy and Neshema that they
put in. We are looking forward to continuing these important
projects, and working together with the Jewish community
in Melbourne.
Rinat Kedem-Bart
ROSH MISHLACHAT
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Habayit
The Australian Friends of Shaare Zedek

It’s been 3 years since we opened up our doors to a new home and today we are proud to say that Habayit has grown from
a name to a brand. The benefits to the Jewish community are huge.
Habayit hosts 10 Hebrew lessons in different styles every week attracting more than 70 students on a weekly basis from
all walks of life – all with a passion for the Hebrew language and with a thirst to increase their knowledge.
Since our first year, our sweet little project of Keytana Babayit grew to become one of Habayit’s major highlights: We hold
3 holiday programs a year, all in Hebrew. A beautiful collaboration with Tzofim. Keytana babayit. The emphasis is to bring
nature, Israeli culture and tradition back to the kid’s lives in a fun and educational way. The program is original, exciting
and fun where all kids feel welcome and at home. More than150 kids enjoy Keytana every year and spaces fill up in no time…

Dr Allan Garfield,
Chairman of the AFSZ
presenting a prize
as part of a recent
Shabbat Nachamu
appeal promotion.

And let’s not forget Israeli culture: Habayit holds lectures on different topics – from Sergio Lerman’s exciting exhibition
and lecture: Tel-Aviv city of dreams to the powerful performance of Alon Margalit – “When love hurts – strike and stroke” –
an amazing collaboration of Habayit with JTFAFV.

The Australian Friends of Shaare Zedek Board is comprised
of volunteers who raise funds in support of Shaare Zedek
Medical Centre, Jerusalem.

Chanukkah Babayit as always, will conclude Habayit’s activities for the year with a huge festival attracting nearly 1000 people.
The beauty of Israeli culture will be celebrated in song, Israeli dancing, music, food and tons of activities for kids. “Kee Ein
K’mo BeHabayit – Because there is no place like Habayit (Home)!

Shaare Zedek Medical Centre plays a crucial role in
providing medical care to the citizens of Jerusalem. With
1000 beds and centres of excellence in key medical areas,
it is Israel’s fastest growing hospital.
Shaare Zedek treats 80% of victims of terror in Jerusalem
and surrounding areas and is the busiest maternity hospital
in the western world, with over 22,000 births per annum.

Kangarusski

Shaare Zedek is at the forefront of medical research and
innovation, and is famous as the Hospital with a Heart.

Kangarusski - Russian Speaking Community in Australia had
a year of revival.
This year, Kangarusski, appointed the Shaliach - Rami Teplitskiy
who renewed the work done in the community.
The major four projects that the community is very proud of are: Opening of the first Russian Speaking “Moishe House” in
Melbourne, Australia this winter. The Kangarusski Birthright program is in the making and Limmud FSU Festival took place
in Sydney and was run by many of the Victorian Limmud FSU committee members. Lastly, we renewed the Kangarusski
camps for kids “Kangarusski in Space”. Kangarusski started this Jewish year with an exhibition of children painting with a
couple hundred parents and children participating in the event. Kangarusski was part of the Russian Chabad IDF support
Shabbat dinner with a hundred participants. Under the Russian-Speaking Jewish grassroots organisation called “Subbotnik”
and other RSJ groups, Kangarusski helped to put together a “Russian Purim Carnival” and Lag Baomer “Kartoshka night”
events with hundreds of participants. For the first time ever Kangarusski ran a program at the Yom Ha’atzmaut Family
Festival. Towards the end of the year, Kangarusski together with JCCV organised 75 years to Yar Babi Yar commemoration
in Melbourne. Lastly, we renewed the young families department and just had the Rosh Hashanah event for young families.
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With Dr Allan Garfield as Chairman and Prof Agnes Bankier
as Deputy Chair, the AFSZ board includes Rita Broner,
Helen Brustman OAM, Robert Epstein, Ruth Epstein, Sara
Garfield, Norbert Izsak, Adrienne Kraus, Moishe Landau,
Robert Lebovits, Atida Lipshatz, Tom May and Ben Slonim
OAM. Miriam Pacanowski serves as Marketing Consultant
to the AFSZ. The AFSZ minimises operating costs by having
no office or full time professional staff.
The annual Shabbat Nachamu appeal in support of Shaare
Zedek has been a much anticipated fixture of the Australian
community calendar for the past 21 years, with brightly
coloured billboards installed around Caulfield, brochures
distributed at local synagogues as well as other promotional
activities.
The AFSZ has raised funds for crucial projects at Shaare
Zedek including the innovative Patient Tracking System in
the Emergency Department and a Paediatric Intensive Care
Treatment Area in the new children’s hospital. Funds raised
this year will purchase specialised operating equipment for
Shaare Zedek’s Neurological Institute.

Arza 2014 - 2016
ARZA Victoria is a Progressive Zionist political organisation
whose main aim is to develop strong links with Israel and
Progressive Zionist movements around the world.
ARZA Victoria is affiliated with ARZA Australia which
represents Progressive Zionists in Australia. This
organisation is affiliated to ARZENU, the International
association of Progressive Zionist organisations, the Union
for Progressive Judaism and the Zionist Federation of
Australia. ARZA represents the Progressive community at
Federal and State levels and sends delegates to the World
Zionist Congress.

ACHIEVEMENTS
Some of ARZA’s achievements (2014-6) include:
• WZO Va’ad Hapoel
The AFSZ board. Back Row L – R: Dr Allan Garfield, Chairman,
Norberto Izsak, Miriam Pacanowski, Adrienne Kraus, Robert Lebovits,
Robert Epstein, Morris Landau. Front Row L – R: Ruth Epstein,
Helen Brustman OAM, Atida Lipshatz, Sara Garfield, Rita Broner,
Prof Agnes Bankier, Deputy Chair.

In November 2015 4 Arza delegates attended the World
Zionist Congress in Jerusalem. As part of the largest
coalition in the WZO we were able to ensure acceptance
of a wide range of resolutions to promote democracy and
pluralism in Israel.
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Arza 2014 - 2016 continued
Subsequent to the overwhelming approval of our resolutions
at Congress there have been various “backflips” in the
policies of the WZO and the Israeli government which is a
source of great frustration.
Example:
1. In January 2016, the government approved a plan that was
negotiated over a two-year period by Women of the Wall, the
Reform and Conservative movements, the North American
Federations, and the Orthodox Chief Rabbinate of the Kotel,
that would expand and solidify an egalitarian presence at
the Southern Western Wall. This agreement states that
this prayer space would be monitored and controlled by
representatives of the liberal streams without interference
by the Chief Rabbinate or any other Orthodox or ultraOrthodox authority.
2. Since the agreement was signed by all parties, the
government has delayed its implementation due to new
pressure from the ultra-Orthodox parties that are seeking
changes to the original agreement in a number of ways
that would effectively give control of the space back to the
Chief Rabbinate of the Wall, make it invisible from the Plaza
and create separate entrances for the Orthodox and nonOrthodox worshippers.
3. In an emergency meeting on June 2016 Prime Minister
Netanyahu repeated his promise and commitment to this
initiative. However, in order to appease the ultra-Orthodox
group, the government has subsequently said that the
project will not proceed.
During the year we developed a new ARZA website which
is the central source of all information and news relating
to Israel, world Jewry and the fight for religious pluralism.
Our social media outreach was also extended via the
creation and maintenance of the ARZA Australia Facebook
page. This page seeks to promote positive stories about
Israeli innovation and humanitarian activities as well
as sharing stories of interest to all regarding issues of
pluralism and inclusiveness.
• ARZENU and WZO Va’ad Hapoel meetings
Sandy Hollis, Barbara Ford, Caryn Granek & Steve
Denenberg represented ARZA at these meetings last
October and Sandy will do so again this coming November.
• Youth
We continue to give financial support to Netzer in the
form of subsidies for all Shnat participants, particularly
the Jewish Identity program run by Netzer Olami. We
also provide financial support for programs run by Netzer
Australia.
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• Guests

Australian Jewish Medical Federation

In April 2016 we welcomed Gusti Yehoshua-Braverman to
Australia. Gusti is the Chair of WZO Diaspora Committee.
Her visit gave us the opportunity to improve our educational
materials about Israel and Zionism. This material has been
distributed to all Progressive congregations. Gusti also took
the opportunity to promote the work of Arza is numerous
addresses and forums.

Our regional events this year started with a bang, with our
“Puzza: A Touch of Horror” party. Selling out to the complete
capacity of the venue, with over 350 guests in attendance,
this was an incredible opportunity for students from across
the region to dress up in the spirit of Purim and celebrate
together. The Semester then continued with sold-out
Shabbat dinners, a community Yom Ha’atzmaut event and
intellectual niche speaker events on and off campus.

CONCLUSION
I would like to thank all of the people involved in the work
of ARZA Australia. We have enormous challenges to
face in terms of seeking to make a deeper impact on the
community in terms of knowledge about Israel and its key
issues and concerns and maintaining a strong presence
within the WZO community.
I trust that we can continue to build on the solid base we
have created in the past two years and work closely with
the Progressive and wider community in the years ahead.

ARZA Australia Committee
Office Bearers
Steve Denenberg

President

Sandy Hollis

Vice President (NSW)

Caryn Granek

Vice President (Victoria)

Barbara Ford

Past President

A happy snap of presenters at the conclusion of the 2016 AJMF mini
conference Left to right Back row: Hannah Mendelson, Jack Green,
Zeev Duieb, Alex Niazov Front row: Helen Webberley, Miriam Kuttner
(President), Maurice Brygel, George Braitberg

The AJMF is an organisation representing Jewish doctors,
medical students and para-medical practitioners, which is
affiliated with the Israeli Medical Association.
The Victorian branch organises conferences, clinical
meetings and social events for its members as well as
producing a newsletter twice a year. From our membership
fees, we provide funding for scholarships for Australian
medical students (Jewish and non-Jewish) to pursue
their elective training in Israel. We also provide financial
assistance to Israeli doctors undertaking fellowships and
advanced training in Australia.

Honorary Officers
Philip Levy 		

Honorary Treasurer

Adam Hofbauer

Honorary Secretary

Committee members
Maree Findley (WA) till September 2016
Eric McDonald (ACT) (since January 2015)
Hila Jacobi (Queensland)
Lesley Rosenthal (South Australia)
Dudu Gotleib (NSW Community Shaliach)
Uri Levin (Victoria Community Shaliach)

O-Week ran at six of our campuses, with membership
spikes across the board. Without this continued growth of
campus membership and engagement, the reach of AUJS
Victoria would remain stagnant.

In the past year, we held a successful weekend conference
in Geelong over the Labour Day long weekend, co-hosted
meetings with visiting Israeli Professors and organised a
panel discussion with the Australian Jewish Psychologists
on managing autism spectrum disorders.
The AJMF is currently planning a week-long conference on
the sunshine coast in early 2018.

Semester one was capped off as we hosted a cross-campus
ball launch. In an unforeseen turn of events, yet a complete
testament to the hard work of the executive, the AUJS Ball
sold-out to 250 members in under 20 hours on this day. We
hope that next year’s executive will learn from this and book
a bigger venue next year!
Politically, however, unfortunately, this year saw an
increase in anti-Semitic materials distributed on campuses
throughout Victoria. In addition to drafting media releases
and alerting communal organisations, AUJS collaborated
with university leadership to take practical steps to fight
anti-Semitism and intolerance on campus. However,
political engagement in Victoria did not end there, with our
inaugural Q&AUJS election debate bringing in students
by the masses, and the launch of our Victorian Winter
Internship Program, and Victorian Political Training
Seminar, both seeing Jewish university students engaging
with State Members of Parliament.
2016 has ultimately been a highly engaging and busy year for
AUJS Victoria. I have great faith that next year’s leadership
team will use the strong foundation that has been
established, to continue to grow our community of AUJS
members through social, political, educational and religious
engagement. A huge thank you and congratulations to all
AUJS Victorian student leaders - without you this year would
have remained merely a vision, written down on butchers
paper at our retreat.

Dr Miriam Kuttner
President, AJMF (VIC)
www.ajmf.org.au

Shira Appelboom (Mazkirah, Netzer Australia)
Roger Mendelson (UPJ President)

AUJS Victoria
2016 has been a year of growth, strength and success for
AUJS Victoria. It has been an incredible experience working
with, and leading a team of charismatic, passionate and
driven volunteers. The success of AUJS Victoria in 2016 is a
testament to the dedication of the 40+ volunteers on and off
campus, throughout the region.
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Betar

Australian Friends of Tel Aviv
University (Vic) Inc

Our AGM meeting this year featured TAU Prof. Yair Bar Haim,
a world expert in Post Trauma Treatment working with IDF
soldiers. The AGM re-elected our leadership. Substantial
amounts were raised this year from our generous
supporters in Australia to support different projects and
research at Tel Aviv University. We encourage members
of the community to join us, get involved and come to our
exciting events.
Dr Victor S Wayne
President
Australian Friends of Tel Aviv University (Vic) Inc

Romy Greschler
Mefakedet (Director)
Betar Melbourne
Betar Melbourne Madrichim together with (from left:) Alex Goodman President of Friends of Likud, Sharren Haskel, David Southwick,
Tim Smith - Member for Kew, Avi Michaeli- Federal Betar Shaliach,
Anita Bejerano- Betar PNF, James Patterson - Senator for Victoria at
the Haskel event earlier this year at Beit Jabotinsky
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(m) +61 488 992 613
(e) vic@betar.org.au

Bnei Akiva

Bnot Mitzvah group 2016

Bnei Akiva is the largest Zionist youth movement in the
world. With 400 chanichim regularly attending meetings and
65 madrichim, our local Melbourne Snif (satellite) is the
largest in the world outside of Israel. As a Religious-Zionist
youth movement, our activities focus on espousing our
ideals of Torah (learning, living and loving Modern-Orthodox
Judaism), Avoda (engaging and supporting the land and
people of Israel) and Aliyah - all in a vibrant, fun and safe
environment. We run weekly Shabbat programs, biannual
camps, 5 shnat programs, a shul and a bustling beis
midrash to facilitate Torah learning.
Betar Melbourne
Madrichim and Chanichim
at our Winter Camp

Betar aims to empower Jewish youth by educating
them on the social and political philosophies of Ze’ev
Jabotinsky and others, along with the affairs of the State
of Israel. We provide an atmosphere which allows our
participants to freely express their thoughts and develop
their understanding of the world, Zionism and Judaism as a
whole. We are a cross-communal Jewish youth movement
and as such we provide a forum for participants to explore
Jewish identity while maintaining Jewish continuity.
The activities we facilitate include camps, seminars,
functions and weekly zohar activities. Betar Melbourne runs
two camps a year, along with Betar Australia’s federal camp.
However, this summer Betar Australia is holding their
Jamboree in NSW. Jamboree occurs once every 10 years
and is a camp for junior and senior chanichim from across
Australia. We have also engaged with Central Shul running
children’s programs on Chaggim.

Marc Besen presentation: L to R: Dr Victor Wayne (Pres., AFTAU (Vic)
Inc), Meir Buber (TAU) and Mr Marc Besen AC.

Caulfield Shule

This year we also had the great opportunity and honour
of having MK Sharren Haskel visit our Beit Jabotinsky
together with other Liberal MP’s. We are fortunate enough
to associate with Friends of Likud which has given us the
opportunity to host many Likud members at Beit Jabotinsky
on a yearly basis.

This year, we marked TAU’s 60th anniversary with different
activities, new collaborations and some reorganisation. We
have employed an Executive Director, Mr. Boaz Nol, who has
come from Israel to manage our expanding associations in
Melbourne, Sydney and now Perth.
Tel Aviv University is a hub of Innovation of the “start-up”
nation and we bring that spirit into our local community.
We opened our “Innovation and Entrepreneurship“ series
with a sold-out event featuring TAU graduate Mr. Uri Levine,
Co-founder of WAZE, held at The University of Melbourne
in support of the tax-deductible AISEP - Australia - Israel
Scientific Exchange Program. Our next scientific function
on November 15th features Guest Speaker Dov Moran, the
Israeli who invented the USB memory stick. We are holding
a Recital with Pianist Sara Grunstein on Oct 20th together
with the Bach Society at Melbourne Recital Centre. Also
planned are a movie night with Prof. Yaron Bloch from TAU’s
Tisch Film School, our Annual Oration, a special edition
“Aleph - Tav” magazine and a young entrepreneur’s mission
to Israel this May to attend TAU International “Innovation”
conference and TAU Board of Governors.

for a great bogrim body to return from our Shnat program
in the coming months to influence the youth movement with
new innovative ideas of their own.

Growing the movement has been our focus this year with
massive success. Our madrichim have put a lot of effort
into canvassing our already existing chanichim through
growing relationships and through our highly successful
memberships. This year we had our biggest Winter Camp
since 2013. We look forward to continuing to grow Betar and

This year, we’ve built up a brand new initiative called
Project Achi, allowing for our Chanichim and Madrichim
to get involved with different charity organisations around
Melbourne. We’ve had bake sales, garage sales, visited
the elderly and much more! It’s been incredible to raise
awareness and funds for these organizations.
We are planning for the year ahead and we have even more
exciting stuff in store to add to our usually jam packed
calendar year.
Come and join us!

Raitman Family @ Purim

Caulfield Shule is a Modern Orthodox community centre,
a place to pray, study and reach out to Jewish people of
different ages and backgrounds.
Under the guidance of Rabbi Ralph Genende, Caulfield
Shule continues to provide the community with many
religious, educational and social activities and events.
We aspire to appeal to all ages with programs targeted at
toddlers and parents with Caulfield Bubs, and our Purim
and Chanukah carnivals; youth of all ages with our Bar
and Bat Mitzvah club, weekly kids’ club and our affiliation
with Zionist youth movement Hineni; young adults through
inkr572; the elderly with the popular weekly Tuesday
Shmoozeday and of course to the whole community
with events such as our successful comedy night, Yom
Ha’atzmaut breakfast and our regular Cholent n’ Chats and
Friday Night Fevers.
In 2016, we have once again succeeded to achieve our goals
with the establishment of the weekly Sandwich, Soup and
Chat sessions at the flats in Inkerman Road, gained a permit
for the development of our community centre and expanded
our education programs throughout the year.
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Caulfield Shule continued

Friends of Likud

Habonim Dror Melbourne

Over the past year, Emunah Australia has continued to
support a wide range of projects designed to help alleviate
the major social problems Israel is facing today. Emunah
is involved in many of the critical issues in Israeli society,
advocating in such areas as violence against women, the
advancement of women in the workplace, religious issues
and social problems. As well as six Emunah high schools
and an Emunah College of Arts & Technology in Jerusalem,
we have close to 8,000 children in 130 day care centres and
about 800 children in our five residential children’s homes
and crisis intervention shelters for children at risk. Emunah
operates eleven family counseling centres throughout
Israel, and Midreshet Emunah in Jerusalem is training 300
students in a range of professional programs relating to the
family. Emunah provides services that include distribution
of food and clothing for the needy, services for Russian and
Ethiopian immigrants, Bar/Bat Mitzvah for needy children,
pre-marital guidance and family guidance counselling,
programs to counter violence in the family, child adoption
service, advisory centres for agunot, golden age clubs,
adult Torah education classes, Holocaust study centre and
professional seminars.

In May, Friends of Likud was host to MK Sharren Haskel
who made many community and media appearances in both
Melbourne & Sydney, including Sky News.

Habonim Dror is a Jewish, Socialist-Zionist youth
movement. Our aim is to enrich Jewish identities and create
an engagement with Israel for the youth in our community.
Habonim Dror Melbourne has had a fantastic year. We
began the year with 250 chanichim coming to our first
peula! We have had special events to celebrate the chaggim,
a highlight being our Tikkun Leil, where we hosted over
20 speakers with over 300 people attending from the
entire community. We have had amazing events this year
to strengthen our connection to Israel. This has included a
shlichim panel to commemorate Yom Hazikaron, Cafe Ivrit,
an informal environment to enjoy Israeli food and speak
Hebrew, and Beit Kolnoa, viewing an Israeli movie followed
by a discussion.

MK Sharren Haskel guest of FOL with Minister Greg Hunt and
Danny Lamm at the Betar Maoz

In July I was fortunate enough to meet with Prime Minister
Netanyahu, where he was kind enough to sign the Australian
flag and expressed his intention to visit in early 2017.

Emunah Australia’s groups in Melbourne and Sydney
continue to emphasize education for women through our
Shabbat Shiurim and a range of guest speakers throughout
the year. We continue to support Emunah projects in Israel
through our fund-raising activities, many of which revolve
around the Chagim, and we extend a special thanks to all
those in our community who shared their smachot with us
over the past year.
In August, we were delighted to host a visit by Shlomo
Kessel, director of World Emunah, and his deputy director
Frieda Ross. As a result of their visit we are proud to
announce the appointment of an Executive Officer for
Emunah Australia, Dafna Garfield-Morvay. We are excited
at this opportunity to professionalise our operation and look
forward to wider and more successful outreach into the
community.
Our thanks go to the Mizrachi Organisation for their support
and assistance, and of course to the Melbourne community
for their loyal and ongoing support and encouragement.
Emunah Australia joins all the member nations of World
Emunah in expressing solidarity with Israel and her citizens.
We express the devout hope that peace will come to the
people, the land and the State of Israel.
Susan Boltin and Debbie Nossbaum
Co-Chairs

Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
signing “Tel Chai”
on the Australian
Flag in Knesset
meeting

Minister Zeev Elkin visited in September and various
meetings in Sydney and Canberra were arranged via the
embassy.
This month we will be honoured to host Minister Tzachi
Hanegbi in Melbourne, Canberra & Sydney.
Friends of Likud Inc. advocates the Jabotinsky Zionist
perspective of Israel-related matters in the Australian
community.

We ran a successful winter camp with over 150 chanichim.
We have run shabbatonim for every year level and work is
under way to prepare for our summer camps!
As well as facilitating an educational environment for our
chanichim, we believe in the importance of our bogrim
(leaders) continuing learning and being challenged by the
movement’s values. We achieve this through weekly peulot
for bogrim and seminars, including one in which 14 bogrim
travelled to Israel in the middle of this year.
2016 was a very special year for Habonim Dror as we
farewelled 11 ex-bogrim who have now made aliyah.
They are now living together and continuing their
involvement in the movement through work in our Israeli
sister movement.

Hineni

Hadracha seminar Top row (left to right): Ariel, Yossi,
Andy, Eli, Sasha, Rachel, Tali P, Gabi, Tali D
Bottom row (left to right): Gav, Jordy, Mathew, Nikki, Bec

Based at Caulfield Hebrew Congregation, Hineni Melbourne
engrosses itself in community affairs and events, with an
aim to encourage social, environmental and economic
change in the biblical prophetic vision. This year, we have
been able to achieve so much with our extensive madrich
body. We ran our own Megilah reading and Purim silent
disco, Pesach delivery service, Tikkun Leil, Various Kabalat
Shabbat services, Womens Mincha services and tashlich in
the park as well as helping Caulfield Shule with their Friday
night fever, simchat torah and megilat eicha. We are also
thankful to be involved with our social action projects this
year raising in excess of $5,000 for Jewish Care, Helping the
father Bob foundation feed the homeless and reaching out
to other ethnic and cultural groups in the community.
In addition to the above, we were so glad to run our winter
camp with a total of 70 kids joining us on Machane Habibi.
Our annual hadracha seminar run for year 10 kids was
also a success. Finally, the groundwork is being laid for
our Junior Summer Camp at the end of the year, Machane
Mitachat Layam.
We would like to thank Caulfield Shule our PnF and various
other supporters without whom we would not be able to
achieve so much. 20 years of Hineni Melbourne have come
and gone but our place in the community is still being
solidified. As it is said in Pirkei Avot, “It is not your duty to
complete the work, but neither are you excused from it.“
I are here - Hineni

The association promotes and defends the rights of the
Jewish People in and to Eretz Yisrael.
Bevirkat Tel Hai

ig lz
Alex Goodman
President
Winter camp Machane Habibi
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King David School

Jewish National Fund Victoria Division
As one of the first environmental organisations in the world,
the JNF supports essential environmental projects in Israel
and remains at the forefront of land and water rehabilitation
and management, enabling Israel to grow and sustain future
generations. A sustainable future for Israel depends on 40%
of her population living in the Negev and Galilee by the year
2048. JNF is a major partner in a national effort to develop
these regions, creating opportunities for Israel’s modern
day pioneers. JNF Australia is focused on the Negev,
strengthening existing communities and establishing new
communities.

Ofakim – June 2016

JNF is currently supporting the following major projects:
•

•

•

Naveh – A remote community located in the Negev,
precariously positioned on the border with Egypt and
Gaza, Naveh is heavily dependent on agriculture for its
survival. However, the community has limited access to
affordable water for irrigation and is reliant on recycled
water from the Shafdan, to which only one third of its
field are connected. JNF plans to connect the remaining
fields to the water network, providing a vital new source
of affordable water. Extending the Shafdan will provide
an economic boost to Naveh, create new jobs, preserve
precious fresh water for domestic use, thereby enabling
creation of new housing and attracting more families to
this deserving community.
Ofakim – Established as a development town, Ofakim’s
immigrant population have endured economic hardship
for many years. Ofakim is currently undergoing a
significant renewal program, including the revival
of its natural urban resources, such as the Vatikim
River Reserve. JNF will transform the reserve into a
welcoming communal space with walkways, bike trails
and recreation areas. This reserve will also serve as a
link from neighbourhoods to the train station, proving
access to job opportunities.
Kibbutz Dorot – Situated in the Northern Negev,
Kibbutz Dorot provides vital security to Israel’s borders.
To be sustainable, the community needs to grow by
attracting young families. However, new homes require
an expanded water treatment solution to relieve the
strain on fresh water. JNF is dedicated to creating a
system whereby recycled wastewater will be used to
irrigate Dorot’s fields. This will allow the Kibbutz to free
up the supply of fresh water and encourage the arrival
of new members.

We wish the Board and the Executive of the Zionism Victoria
all the best for a successful year ahead and look forward to
continuing our close working relationship.
Helen Shardey
State President
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Maccabi Victoria

Kibbutz Dorot 2016

Kehilat Nitzan
Kehilat Nitzan is the only Masorti (Conservative)
congregation in Melbourne, Australia. We offer traditional
egalitarian Shabbat and chagim services, and shiurim in a
warm and friendly environment. We welcome and include
everyone irrespective of age, gender, or sexual orientation.
We are committed to Jewish tradition, halachah, Israel and
Zionism, Jewish learning and the study of Torah.
Kehilat Nitzan was formed in 1999 by Professor John
Rosenberg, together with a small group of people interested
in establishing a Masorti community in Melbourne. That
initial meeting drew 41 participants and was the start of our
community.
For the first six years, we operated on a lay-leadership
model, with the help and guidance of a number of Masorti
rabbis from North America and Israel. In 2006, Rabbi
Ehud Bandel from Jerusalem, a recognised leader in the
world Masorti movement, served as our Rabbi during the
formative years of our congregation until 2010. After Rabbi
Bandel’s arrival, we saw a steady rise in membership with
nearly 600 people attending services on the high holidays.
70% of our members are drawn from mainstream
Orthodoxy, 20% from the Progressive movement, and the
rest were previously unaffiliated.
Upon Rabbi Bandel’s return to Israel, Rabbi Adam Stein from
the US joined us from 2011 - 2016. We have now grown to a
self-sustaining kehilah of approximately 250 families. Nitzan
means “a bud,” and indeed, we are a congregation who
planted the first seeds of Masorti Judaism in Melbourne and
are continuing to blossom.

2016 has been another incredible year of growth and
development for The King David School. We were thrilled
to welcome 132 new families to the School this year; we
are finally seeing our ambitious building program come
to fruition with the near completion of the state of the
art Senior School facility for Years 9 – 12. Concurrently
work is progressing on the new Early Learning Centre
on Dandenong Road, as well as the undertaking of major
building works including an underground carpark at our
Dandenong Road campus. Plans are on track to move
towards a more efficient and fully upgraded two-campus
model at the beginning of 2017.
We have continued to innovate with new opportunities
for our students to develop across our broad and holistic
curricular and co-curricular experiences. Amidst this
profound growth, we are also focused on where we have
come from and what features of our School must remain
constant despite the many positive changes that we are
encountering. In conversations with students, staff, parents
and other key KDS community members it has become
clear that our unique focus on the development of positive
relationships, our emphasis on a warm and haymish
community and our capacity to allow each of our students
to be themselves are all characteristic of the essence of
King David. In these discussions the phrases “it’s my home”
and “it feels like family” particularly resonated. As such,
the School has developed “It’s Where I Belong” approach to
explaining what is so unique about our wonderful School.
I am very fortunate to have the support of a dedicated and
hardworking Council, whom share with me a clear vision of
the future direction of the King David School.
We continue to be inspired by our students and the
community we serve; it is with confidence and excitement
we look forward to the coming year.
Mark Harrison
President

Joe Dorfman
at the Maccabi
90th Anniversary
Gala Dinner
November 2016

As I begin my term as President of Maccabi Victoria, I would
like to acknowledge and thank Immediate Past President,
Joe Dorfman, for his incredible effort over the past 10 years.
Maccabi Victoria is very proud of our 23 clubs and over 4,000
active participants of all ages.
Determined to be club focused, the ongoing challenge for
Maccabi has been to work towards adding value and support
for our 23 clubs, all with different priorities and needs. A
current MAI strategic review of the whole organisation is in
progress which will result in the harmonisation of programs,
resources and expertise across the States and Clubs.
We have some exciting new initiatives including the new
Henry Jolson Pathways Program which will provide the
best available support and coaching programs for our
athletes and coaches and create a “pathway” for our
elite Jewish athletes.
The last 12 months saw Maccabi’s 90th Anniversary
celebrated nationally. In Victoria, we focused on the Reunion
function and the Gala Dinner. The Reunion was a wonderful
opportunity for the Maccabi family, across
3-4 generations to come together, share stories and
re-unite with people they may not have seen for many years.
The Gala function was an outstanding success with the
launch of the The Henry Jolson Pathways Program to
create a culture of excellence and take the organisation
to the next level.
Maccabi continues to focus on the following major
initiatives: Member Protection Policy. The protection of
our members is paramount and Maccabi is leading the way
in our community. We have consulted widely, undertaken
significant training and are developing resources for the
clubs including an online training program.
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Maccabi Victoria continued
The All Abilities Program - continues to grow from strength
to strength, enabling members of our community with a
disability, to participate in sport and recreational activities.
Members have integrated into mainstream clubs, including
netball, soccer, hockey, tennis and tenpin bowling as well as
Junior Carnival.
Youth Leadership - Exciting initiatives are to be introduced
for mentor and leadership programs to encourage and
involve the next generation of leaders.
A highlight of 2016 was the induction of ten new members
into the prestigious Maccabi Victoria Hall of Fame on 15
September 2016. Bernie Gold OAM, Henry Nissen OAM and
Harry Procel OAM were also elevated to ‘Legend’ status. It
was an honour and a privilege to have Chef de Mission of the
2016 Australian Olympic Team Kitty Chiller, as the Keynote
Speaker at this event.
I sincerely thank all of our Sponsors and supporters.
Without their invaluable contribution, we would not be
able to provide the programs and support to our clubs
and members.
It is an exciting time ahead for the organisation and we look
forward to sharing our journey with you.
With Maccabi Greetings,
Brian Swersky
President
Maccabi Victoria

MDA Report 2016

“Whoever preserves a single Life
is considered to have saved the
whole world” is the motto which
MDA works by.
Magen David Adom Victoria, through fundraising activities
and awareness programmes, supports the life-saving
services of Magen David Adom Israel. In times of peace
or war, when natural disasters strike either in Israel or
Internationally, MDA Israel is prepared – 24 hours per day,
365 days a year, to provide medical emergency, life-saving
services and humanitarian aid – wherever and whenever it
is needed.
These are difficult times for Israelis. Israelis are confronted
almost daily acts of terrorism-stabbings, shootings and
vehicular assaults that have killed 40 Israelis and injures
over 450 victims. The number of fatalities wold be far
greater if not for the rapid response of MAGEN DAVID ADOM.
The victims of these attacks, and the thousands of people
we save every year during more conventional medical
emergencies, such as heart attacks and motor car accidents,
may not fully understand the role you played in their
survival. But let me assure you that our 15,000 volunteer
Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT) and paramedics are
acutely aware of the important partners they have in their
Australian supporters. They deeply appreciate the work you
make possible.
Your support has purchased medical motor cycles,
bandages, intubation tubes, blood bags that have saved
patient lives, Motorola tablets and protective gloves that
safeguard out EMT’s lives too.
It is no exaggeration to say there are Israelis alive today
because of YOU.
Thank you for the life-saving support you provide the people
pf Israel. It is because of you that, despite the threats Israel
faces every day, we can proudly say “Am Yisrael Chai.”

Mizrachi Organisation Melbourne
The Mizrachi Organisation in Melbourne, an affiliate of World
Mizrachi and the Religious Zionist Movement, is Melbourne’s
leading Religious Zionist organisation. The vibrancy of the
Mizrachi Organisation is reflected in the range of services
offered, with the aim to support and promote a Modern
Orthodox and Zionist philosophy not only to its members but
also to the wider Jewish community.

Minyanim: Mizrachi offers daily and weekly services
across seven minyanim. On Shabbat, Beit HaRoeh, Beit
Midrash, Beit Yehuda, Bnei Akiva, Nachalat David and a
Shabbat Hashkamah minyan, running on our Balaclava Road
and Elsternwick campuses, are flourishing as are our daily
minyanim on all campuses.

Youth: Mizrachi is home to the vibrant Bnei Akiva youth
movement.
Kosher Australia: Kosher Australia currently provides
Kosher certification to approximately 450 manufacturers
throughout the Asia-Pacific region (which produce over
13,000 Kosher products), 1 butcher, 17 bakeries and
restaurants, 15 caterers and function halls. A run of 3,000
Kosher Australia Food Guides were printed this year, as
well as launching a Kosher Australia app for iPhones
and Androids, indicates ongoing growth of Kosher in
Australia. Also, an increasing number of products are being
exported to Israel carrying Kosher Australia supervision as
authorised by the Rabanut Harashit.
Mizrachi Synagogues and Kollel Torah
MiTzion: The Beit Midrash / Midrashah continues to thrive
under the guidance and direction of our newly appointed
Rabbi, Rav Danny Mirvis. A large number of university
students and ba’alei batim attend shiurim on a nightly basis
and shiurim are delivered by a variety of rabbis or scholars.
Taking into account the Beit Midrash and Midrashah
programmes and the Daf Yomi and Mishnah Yomit daily
shiurim, the timetable of shiurim published in the weekly
newsletter lists a staggering 40 public shiurim on offer each
week. Mizrachi also continues to host world class scholars
in residence on a regular basis with our RSVP program.

Eruv: Mizrachi maintains a strong role in the ongoing
maintenance and development of the Eruv established in
1997, in conjunction with Council of Orthodox Synagogues
of Victoria, which benefits the whole community.
Publicity: The activities of all of the above arms of the
organisation are promoted to the wider Jewish community
through the weekly Mizrachi Matters newsletter emailed
to over 1200 people. All activities are also promoted and
discussed via social media, namely Facebook.
Aliyah: Our principal pride is in the large number of
Olim generated by our movement whole make their way to
Israel annually and B’H are a wonderful addition to Israel’s
community.
Mizrachi Chapters in Perth and Sydney:
The Mizrachi Organisation has expanded to operate in Perth
under the guidance of Rabbi Marcus Solomon at Dianella
Synagogue where both Bnei Akiva and Kollel Torah MiTzion
reside and in Sydney under Rabbi Shua Solomon at the
Mizrachi Centre in Bondi from which Bnei Akiva operates its
movement. The three centres meet annually by rotation from
Melbourne, to Perth then Sydney with an annual conference.
Together, they host visiting rabbinic scholars several times a
year to very large attendances.
Dr Danny Lamm
President, Religious Zionist Organisation of Australia

Charity Fund / Sick visiting / Hospitality:

Sam Parasol OAM at Maccabi Victoria
Hall of Fame 4th Induction - 2016
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Mizrachi raises and disburses over $180,000 annually to
families in need of food, health and rental assistance, based
on stringent Australian Taxation Office criteria of people
in need. Unfortunately, the number of requests we receive
is increasing. The Fund coordinates requests with the two
other major Jewish charitable funds in Melbourne to ensure
that the Jewish community’s funds are distributed equitably.
Mizrachi also coordinates hundreds of sick visits throughout
the year, primarily in Cabrini Hospital, some visits in The
Alfred and approximately a dozen home visits each week.
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Netzer - Youth Group
Netzer has had a very strong year. With a large influx of
new bogrim this year we have been able to greatly expand
our activities while creating sustainable structures that
will allow us to maintain a similar amount of activities,
even with a smaller bogrim body. We’ve restarted weekly
programing, that operates on a fortnightly rotation. Every
2 weeks there are educational activites run in individual
year groups. Then on the weeks in between chanichim are
split into Juniors and Seniors, and will either be working
on the newly established Netzer Garden or be working
as apart of our new Tikkun Volunteering program. This
program has us partnering with a variety of organisations
such as Nourish, Challah for Hunger, St Kilda Mums and
others, to make significant contribution to our surrounding
community. This year, we have run two very successful
camps with substantial increases in chanichim numbers.
We’ve also been apart of events and run many activities at
all four Progressive shules and the King David School. We
also recently ran a huge fundraiser for the Asylum Seeker
Resource Centre that raised a substantial amount for the
centre. We’ve had a huge year and can’t wait for what next
year has to offer!

NJCWA (Vic) 2016

Status of Women – our advocacy in this area stems from our
commitment to human rights and women’s rights including
a commitment to substantive equality, inclusion and
participation for women and girls in the Jewish and broader
communities. We collaborate with Stop the Traffik, Jewish
Taskforce against Family Violence and Unchain my Heart.
During 2016 we also established the Jewish Women’s Legal
Network.
Support for Israel – together with our sister organisations
in other states we fundraise for a number of projects in
Israel including the Haifa Women’s Refuge, the University
of Haifa Ethiopian Women’s Fund (in memory of the late Dr
Geulah Solomon) and Ilan Disability Services.

Michelle Kornberg,
Ros Gunn, Ellie Smorgon
and Annette Sweet

Who We Are

For further information please contact Lee Ann Basser,
CEO or Annette Sweet Program & Events Manager on
(03) 9523 0535
www.ncjwavic.org.au

Established in 1927 by Dr Fanny Reading, MBE, the National
Council of Jewish Women of Australia (Victoria) Inc works
locally and globally to provide support to vulnerable women,
advance the status of women, promote a harmonious multicultural society and supports projects in Israel.

What We Do
We work locally and globally to advocate for women on a
range of issues across the lifecycle. Our award winning
Caring Mums program is a home based, free service that
provides emotional support to mothers of newborn babies
and women during pregnancy. Our volunteer Caring Mums
work with women from all walks of life and diverse ethnic
and racial backgrounds. Since the program began in 2011
we have trained over 60 volunteers and worked with more
than 220 new mums from diverse backgrounds.
Monday Munchkins provides a supportive playgroup
for mum’s in the their child’s first year with educational
sessions on topics of interest.
Our Empowering Single Jewish Women and Effective
Relationship programs provide women with an
understanding of the emotional and practical issues post
separation or loss, enable them to connect to and be active
in the community and promote the development of positive
relationship skills.
Seniors programs – We provide a diverse range of programs
for older members of our community: Books out Loud,
Bridge Club, Caulfield Seniors Club, Golden Age Clubs (for
seniors from the former Soviet Union) and computer/digital
media classes for seniors.
Multicultural Activities include our interfaith sedar,
participation in a range of events withing the Victorian
community.
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Debbie Strauch (Vice President), Miriam Bass (President), Vivien Brass
and Karen Stoke (Board Member).

PJV
It has been an exciting year for Progressive Judaism Victoria
(PJV).
Early in 2016 we welcomed our new shaliach Uri Levin,
who replaced Nadav Shachmon. Under Uri’s leadership
Netzer, our youth movement, has been offering weekly
activity programs for children and running very successful
winter camps. As part of coordinating our activities with the
Union for Progressive Judaism (UPJ), Uri is working closely
with his colleagues in Sydney as well as with communities
in Perth, Adelaide and Brisbane. Also exciting, Netzer is
reaching out to past participants and building a network for
young professionals.

Likewise, the PJV and its members have been strong
supporters of the UIA Progressive trust where money is
raised for programs supportive of our Progressive ideology.
The overall range of activities and programs provided
by congregations has continued at an amazing rate
and standard. In December 2015, Temple Beth Israel
experienced a true milestone weekend as they celebrated
the 85th Anniversary of the founding of TBI. TBI’s Nourish
initiative, launched in 2016, now has more than 90 rostered
volunteers who provide hot meals to the underprivileged
in St Kilda. The Sacred Music Concert – an Interfaith
Celebration held at TBI brought together performers and
communities from different faiths and traditions with a
wonderful musical program. Etz Chayim in Bentleigh has
employed Rabbi Allison Conyer on a full time basis; it is
the first time a full time rabbi has been employed at this
congregation. Leo Baeck Centre in Kew continues to flourish
under the leadership of Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black.
Leo Baeck hosted two significant art exhibitions and
participated in the Kew Festival. LBC members continue
to assist with the outreach programs in regional Victoria.
Kedem continue to thrive as a lay-led congregation and
recently appointed Vered Harel as a community engagement
officer. Our regional congregation Kehilat S’dot Zahav
in Goldfields is also growing. The King David School has
undertaken a massive capital works program at two of their
campuses. Finally, Bet Olam continues to perform the task
of providing Progressive funerals to all members of the
Jewish community.
PJV is represented at every level of community leadership
and involvement at local and state levels, at JCCV,
Zionism Victoria, Jewish Care, Social Inclusion Leadership
Committee (SILC), and attendance at communal functions
such as Yom HaShoah, Yom Ha’atzmaut and AGMs of
communal organisations. In addition we are involved
in several interfaith and lobbying groups, including the
Jewish Christian Muslim Association of Australia, where
members of PJV hold positions of leadership. At the Sacred
Heart Mission over the summer period, we provided 110
volunteers who covered at least 240 rostered shifts.
PJV is growing and enhancing its impact within and without
our community, in Australia and in Israel, and is looking for
more of the same in the coming year.

Equally important has been our involvement with the World
Union of Progressive Judaism (WUPJ). Our involvement with
the WUPJ has been at both the leadership and volunteer
level. In Israel, the WUPJ has been a major promoter of
Progressive Jewish values including issues such as support
of the Women of the Wall initiative, the continued expansion
of Progressive congregations in Israel and support of the
LGBTI Israeli community.
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The Sephardi Association of Victoria
In the mid-fifties, a new wave of Jewish immigrants
arrived in Australia. Many found it difficult to adjust to
the minhag of the local synagogues. They had a thirst for
Sephardi traditions and a yearning to pass on their cultural
individuality to their children through a community Centre
and Synagogue.
As a result, sometime in August 1965, 14 members of the
Melbourne Sephardi community, of which nine were from
Egypt, gathered together and formally decided to start their
own synagogue.
The Sassoon Yehuda Sephardi Synagogue at 79 Hotham St,
East St Kilda is evocative of similar buildings around the
Mediterranean where most of the congregants originated.
Currently, some 30 different heritage and roots can be
traced, with Egypt, Iraq, India, Morocco, Syria, Israel, Turkey,
Spain, Yemen, Shanghai and Singapore among others.
The wealth and charm of a variety of Sephardi traditions
are reflected in the services by the different melodies sung
by the congregants. Shabbat services are followed by a
bountiful Sephardi kiddush, providing members with an
opportunity to socialise, greet visitors, and informally meet.
The kehilla has a diverse membership, from old to young,
and a variety of observance levels. With an array of
community-wide events, the Sephardi Association offers a
warm, inviting, spirited communal place for all.

UIA
On behalf of the Executive Director and Shaliach, Idan
Goldberger, the Executive, Volunteers and the team
at United Israel Appeal (UIA), I would like to take this
opportunity to wish Zionism Victoria Kol Hakavod on their
77th Annual Assembly. We acknowledge the vital advocacy
and PR activities they perform on behalf of Israel and our
community, we thank you for this important work.
As the premier fundraiser for the people of Israel in
Australia, the United Israel Appeal 2016 campaign was
launched in March with sell-out events and continues to gain
momentum throughout the year. UIA runs activities and
events for all age groups, missions to Israel and community
functions. Our campaign is a success thanks to our
sponsors, donors and of course our wonderful volunteers.
We constantly strive to raise funds and the profile of Israel
and its fundraising needs and priorities.
We are proud to be at the forefront of serving the national
priorities of the State of Israel and are delighted to report on
some of our achievements for the 2015 year, which included:
•

Over 31,000 new immigrants arrived in Israel

•

14,000 acutely disadvantaged and marginalised children
participated in our ‘Youth Futures’ mentoring program

•

1,000 disadvantaged youth were nurtured and educated
in one of four of our educational Youth Villages

•

1,600 high school students from underprivileged
communities took part in our Net@ program - an
intensive hi-tech and technician course for youth-atrisk in the periphery

•

43,000 young Jews from 64 countries around the
world visited Israel for the first time through the Taglit
Program

•

11,000 young Jews came to Israel on MASA long terms
program

I wish to extend a heartfelt thank you to the UIA Executive,
donors, volunteers and staff for their hard work and
dedication who share in the zechut of our shared
achievements. These projects would not have been possible
without your support and contributions.
A special thanks to the Rabbonim of the Victorian
Congregations for their wholehearted support of our annual
Kol Nidre Appeal.
May you continue to grow from strength to strength.
Shlomo Werdiger
UIA Victoria President
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United Jewish Education Board

WIZO

UJEB has had incredible high’s as well as significant
challenges.
In one year, we celebrated an incredible milestone of
120 years, as well as the state governments expulsion
of SRI from the school time table.
In 1895, UJEB’s first president, Sir Isaac Isaacs united
supplementary schools teaching Jewish studies under the
banner of UJEB. From humble beginnings we have evolved
and grown yet our mission has steadfastly remained the
same: educating our Jewish children and connecting them
with the broader Jewish community.
Whilst celebrating 120 years of service to our community we
were served a severe blow. The Labour State Government’s
decision to take SRI out of the school time table. After the
shock waves had subsided UJEB has turned this set back
into a challenge and an opportunity.
In 2016, we have concentrated on consolidation and
innovation. We have moved SRI to before school and
lunchtime sessions and registration is steadily increasing.
We are focussing on strengthening our more comprehensive
afterschool program and we have a new prep program –
Garinim – ready to begin in 2017. We are working on growing
our parent body and have strengthened our relationship
with our NSW sister organisation BJE. We are solidifying
our year 10 Israel program, Emet Yisrael, and this year we
are proudly sending over 30 students to Israel for a 6 week
learning tour.
Our bat-mitzvah program continues to grow and has proven
to be an outstanding success. We started with ten girls in
2014 and in 2016 have more than twenty across two groups.
Our activities in Glen Eira College continue to bear fruit with
numbers of students in our UJEB High school JED program
on the rise.
2016 also brought new leadership to UJEB. At the end of
2015, UJEB proudly announced the appointment of Itzik
Sztokman. Itzik commenced as executive director in May
2016 and has already initiated change, creating a sense of
excitement and reinvigoration.
Currently, we have 40 per cent of the community’s children
in government schools at Prep (according to the 2011
census) – and that figure will be sure to rise. Our mission
remains ever critical and we will continue to ensure that
Jewish Education is accessible to all in our community.
Yossi Goldfarb
President

WIZO Australia’s school - Ahuzat Yeladim
Outside facade

WIZO – The Women’s International Zionist Organisation
is dedicated to the welfare and education of women and
children in Israel and has operated for over 96 years.
In May 2016, Gilla Liberman completed a resounding 6 year
term as President of WIZO Australia. The Presidency is now
confidently in the hands of Paulette Cherny, who together
with her Executive Administrator, Shelley Seligman, have
now settled into their offices at Beth Weizmann.
WIZO Australia’s flagship project is Ahuzat Yeladim –
a residential school located in Haifa, for students aged
7 – 18. Many of the students have been referred to the
school by the Ministry of Welfare or Ministry of Education
and have suffered abuse, neglect and a lack of education.
Over the last few years, we have raised funds to refurbish
the classrooms and building works are almost complete.
The new buildings also house dedicated classrooms which
enable the students the opportunity to gain qualifications in
cooking, makeup and hairdressing which they can take with
them into the workforce on completion of their schooling.
This year, WIZO will be concentrating on raising funds in
order to upgrade the commercial kitchens in the school.
Part of the upgrade includes the cooking areas and sinks.
However, a large portion of the funds will be needed to
repair the roof which is in danger of becoming a health
hazard.
WIZO Australia has also taken on a new project which
centres around disadvantaged girls living in Beer Sheva.
Currently a program exists to assist girls aged between
13-16 who have been emotionally, physically and sexually
abused.
However, the program was unable to cope with older girls,
aged 16-26, who were approaching WIZO for help. A new
facility, to be called Makom Ba’lev (a Place in the Heart),
will be renovated to provide emergency housing as well
as medical, emotional and educational support for these
young women.
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WIZO continued
WIZO Victoria has also launched ‘Sponsor a Child’ campaign
in light of the extreme problem of child poverty which exists
in Israel. Sponsorship can be bought at a lump sum figure
or can be paid in monthly instalments. The money is directly
spent on providing programs for a baby, child or youth in our
care.
We are also concentrating heavily on providing Bar and Bat
Mitzvahs for underprivileged youth. For as little as $180 a
child in Australia who is celebrating their own milestone can
sponsor a child in Israel who, for financial reasons, would
not be able to mark this momentous occasion.
WIZO Victoria offers groups for women of all ages and
backgrounds and provides women with an opportunity to
meet, socialise, fundraise and also return something back
to the community.
For more details on groups or fundraising, please call the
WIZO office on 92725588.
Sylvia Green
President
WIZO Victoria

each movement, by providing opportunities for educational
and social engagement. There are several events run by
the ZYC that have become Jewish community institutions,
such as the ZYC Tikkun Leil, held for all the movements on
Shavuot, the Frank Stein Shield, which is an inter-movement
soccer competition, and Jamboree, a yearly highlight, where
madrichim and chanichim from all the movements spend a
weekend away engaging and grappling with Israel, Judaism,
Zionism and other big ideas.
The ZYC shapes and is shaped by the seven Zionist
movements, and we strive to reinforce their importance in
their relevance in the community, and support them in any
way they require.
Romy Browne
Chairperson | Zionist Youth Council (ZYC)

ZDVO Beit Halochem Australia

The Zionist Youth Council of Victoria is the umbrella
organisation for the seven Zionist youth movements in
Melbourne. The ZYC aims to increase educational and
social interactions between chanichim and madrichim
of the movements, and to be a pluralist face of the seven
movements in the wider Melbourne Jewish community.
Our leadership body consists of a rosh (chairperson) rosh
chinuch (head of education) gizbar (treasurer) and one of
the youth movement shlichim. We also work closely with
the chairpersons of the seven Zionist youth movements, as
well as a representative from the AZYC. We also act as a
liaison between Zionism Victoria and the youth movements,
providing them with information and support regarding
community events.
The activities undertaken by the ZYC aim to encourage
interaction between chanichim of the different movements,
and to break down social and ideological stereotypes of

JNF LIAISON OFFICER

HONORARY SECRETARY

Mrs Sharene Hambur

Mrs Simone Szalmuk –Singer

Mr Sam Tatarka

(until August 2016)
VICE PRESIDENTS

Mrs Helen Shardey

HONORARY TREASURER

Mr Jeff Morrison

(from August 2016)

Mr Greg Blashki

Mrs Sylvia Green
(WIZO Ex-Officio)
HON TREASURER
Mr Morry Kalkopf

Mr Jeremy Leibler
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

ZDVO Beit Halochem Australia is a national organization
with the aims of raising funds and awareness of the plight
of injured Israeli soldiers and victims of terror.

After the injured leave hospital, they come to our Beit
Halochem centres in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Haifa and Ber
Sheeva. The centres provide a ‘home away from home’
for the severely injured.

Zionist Youth Council

PRESIDENT

HON SECRETARY

There are four Bet Halochem centres in Israel. The centres
are places of sanctuary for both the injured and their
families and are enormously important to the recovery
process. They offer an array of medical, sporting, cultural,
social and rehabilitation facilities. They serve to assist
injured soldiers and victims of terror to maintain physical
fitness and emotional well being and allows them to
reintegrate back into normal life.

WIZO Australia’s
school - Ahuzat
Yeladim Furnished
classroom
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Bet Halochem takes care of more than 51,000 disabled
veterans and victims of terror and their families.
Unfortunately with the recent number of lone wolf attacks
in Israel new members have been added to the number.
We believe it is our duty to help them recover and our
organization is committed to raising funds and awareness
to make that job easier.
Whilst the battle on the frontline has thankfully ceased their
private battle is only just beginning.
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/ EXECUTIVE LIST continued
REPRESENTATIVES OF
ORGANISATIONS
AMEINU
Mr Jack Chrapot
ARZA
Mrs Caryn Granek

Mr Andrew Hill

LAMM JEWISH LIBRARY
OF AUSTRALIA

PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM VICTORIADEPUTY DELEGATE

ZDVO- BEIT HALOCHEM
AUSTRALIA

Mr Rick and Mrs Tami Olsha

Mr Jonathan Barnett

Dr Jeff Lipshatz

LEIBLER-YAVNEH COLLEGE

SEPHARDI ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA

Mr Leon Burman

Mr Ron Raab

SHLICHIM
ALIYA

MACCABI VICTORIA

SEPHARDI ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA
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AUJS

Mr David Laloum
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CAULFIELD HEBREW CONGREGATION
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Dr Nathan Better
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COMMUNITY
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COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER
Mrs Sarah Bendetsky
ADVERTISING MANAGER
Mrs Sandra Sochen

Mr Idan Goldberger
UNITED JEWISH EDUCATION BOARD
Mr Arnold Dexter
WIZO VICTORIA

Mrs Ginette Searle
Mrs Leonie Fleiszig
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Ms Ruth Gilmore
BETH WEIZMANN COMMUNITY
CENTRE STAFF

Mrs Sylvia Green
BUILDING AND SECURITY MANAGER
WIZO VICTORIA – DEPUTY DELEGATES
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Mrs Marlis Cohen

Mr Max Miller

KEW HEBREW CONGREGATION
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Mrs Helen Granek

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Ms Jane Rapke

ZIONIST YOUTH COUNCIL OF VICTORIA

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

Ms Romy Browne
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EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR

OBSERVERS

Mrs Heidi Hayden

Mr Brian Samuel

Mrs Daniella Gozlan

Mr Rami Teplitskiy

Mr John Furstenberg

Dr Phillip Bliss

PROJECT CO-ORDINATOR

NETZER

Mr Hershel Landes
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(until May 2016)

Mr Mark Sokolski
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SOUTH CAULFIELD HEBREW
CONGREGATION

NORTH EASTERN JEWISH WAR
MEMORIAL CENTRE
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/ BOARD OF MANAGEMENT
Sharene
Hambur
President
Sharene has had a long
history of involvement
in the Melbourne and
Australian Jewish
community.
Sharene’s communal life commenced as a Board Member
and subsequently President of the Leo Baeck Centre in Kew.
She went on to hold the positions of Honorary Treasurer,
Vice-President and President of the Victorian Union for
Progressive Judaism Victoria. Sharene is currently an
Executive Board Member of the World Union for Progressive
Judaism representing Australasia and New Zealand and
continues to be a member of the Executive of the Union for
Progressive Judaism in this role.
Sharene joined the Executive of Zionism Victoria as VicePresident in 2010, having represented Progressive Judaism
on the Executive for some years. She is also an office bearer
of the Zionist Federation of Australia.
For a number of years, Sharene has been a member of
the Committee of Management of the Executive Council of
Australian Jewry and in 2013 assumed the role of Honorary
Secretary.
Sharene has a deep belief in the need for each person to
give to their community to the best of their ability and she
endeavours to fulfil this while balancing the roles with her
role as a senior lawyer with Clayton Utz Lawyers. She has
practiced in the property and development area for over 30
years and takes enormous satisfaction from seeing projects
in which she is involved come to fruition.
Sharene has been married to Sam for over 30 years and they
have two children Michelle and Jonathan both of whom are
now forging their own careers.

Jeff Morrison
Vice President
Jeff has been actively
involved with Zionism
Victoria for over twenty
years, including serving
as Treasurer for twelve
years. He brings many
years of communal
involvement and
experience to the organisation, having also been Treasurer
and Vice President of the Council of Orthodox Synagogues
of Victoria, and is currently a committee member of both the
Mizrachi Organisation and the Australian Friends of Hebrew
University. In his professional career he has worked for over
thirty years in financial markets, particularly with the family
office sector with which he has developed an extensive
network and a deep understanding of their investment
philosophy and long-term priorities.
Jeff has been passionate about increasing community
awareness and support for Israel since his days as a
youth leader in Bnei Akiva England. He believes that
Zionism Victoria plays an active role in advocating for
Israel and as a resource centre, particularly for many of
Melbourne’s smaller communal organisations and for its
youth movements. This, together with the responsibility
of managing the Beth Weizmann Community Centre and
LJLA, offers a range of activities where Jeff feels he is able
to make a useful contribution to the organisation and the
community.

Sam Tatarka
The immediate past
President of Zionism
Victoria, Sam has
been a member of the
organisation since 2007
having previously served
as advocacy Chair.
Sam is passionate about
Israel and its centrality to the lives of the Jewish people.
As a practising barrister, he brings a wealth of commercial
and legal experience to the Board.

Mory Kalkopf
Treasurer
Mory is the Director of
Guests Accounting and
a member of the Institute
of Chartered Accountants
and Certified Practising
Accountants.
A graduate of Monash
University, Mory has worked in the accounting profession
for more than 35 years both in Australia and overseas.
Previously, Mory served as the Honorary Treasurer of JCCV
and has been on the Zionism Victoria’s Board in his current
position for the past three years.
Mory is married with four children. He has always had a
passion for Israel and appreciated the importance of Israel
as a secure and safe home for Jewish people. Mory hopes
to continue support Zionism Victoria, while also contributing
to the wider community.

Jeremy Leibler
Honorary
Secretary,
Zionism Victoria
Jeremy is Partner at
Arnold Bloch Leibler
law firm practising in
commercial and corporate
law with a particular
focus on mergers and acquisitions, takeovers, shareholder
activism and board disputes. Jeremy was recently appointed
a member of the Australian Takeovers Panel. He has
previously served on the boards of numerous organisations
within the Jewish community including the United Jewish
Education Board, Zionist Federation of Australia and was a
Chairperson of the Zionist Young Council of Victoria. Jeremy
is currently also on the Board of Leibler Yavneh College.

Daniel Nash
Daniel is a Board Member
of Zionism Victoria and
has executive portfolio
responsibility for youth.
He is a former National
Chairperson and
National Treasurer of
the Australasian Union
of Jewish Students. As
a Director of AUJS Limited for five years, he was actively
involved in setting the organisation’s strategic direction,
running its international programs and co-ordinating
sponsorship activities. He is a current Executive Member
of the Jewish Community Council of Victoria, and a previous
Board member of the Anti-Defamation Commission. Daniel
graduated with a Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of Arts
at Monash University. He was an adviser to the Federal
Minister, the Hon Josh Frydenberg MP.

Ian Samuel
Ian has been active in
the organised Zionist
world since the early
1980s when he helped
form ARZA — the
Progressive Zionist
party. He is passionate
about hasbarah and
as such has served as
Chairman of Hasbarah for Zionism Victoria, as well as
serving as Chairman of hasbarah for the Zionist Federation
of Australia.
Ian has also assisted with the governance of both the Makor
Library as well as the Lamm Jewish Library of Australia.
He has led the annual appeal for the Lamm Jewish Library
of Australia for the last few years.

50

/ ZIONISM VICTORIA

/ 2016 ANNUAL REPORT

51

/ OUR STAFF

Sandra Sochen
Advertising Manager

Daniella Gozlan
Projects Coordinator

Sandra has a passion for Israel and Israelis and so working
at Zionism Victoria is not just a job.

Daniella has a background in Chartered Accounting and
Events Management. She made aliyah in 1998 and lived in
Israel for 6 years. She worked as an event manager at the
Hilton Hotel Jerusalem and the Novotel Jerusalem before
returning to Australia in 2004.

Her primary role is to sell the advertising content of the
annual events program for Yom Ha’atzmaut and to maintain
a good relationship with existing sponsors whilst trying to
secure new ones. She is responsible for coordinating with
the printers and art-house to ensure a professional looking
brochure which includes messages of congratulations from
VIPs and communal organisations as well as messages of
goodwill from both sides of Australian politics, both State
and Federal.

Leonie Fleiszig
Director of the Lamm Jewish Library
of Australia (LJLA)

Jane Rapke
Executive Director

Ariella Birnbaum
Events Coordinator

Being a member of an extraordinary lay and professional
team that leads the community in all matters pertaining to
Israel is a privilege and an honour.

Ariella has recently joined the team at Zionism Victoria and
is delighted to be part of such a hard-working and warm
team. She is passionate about all things Israeli, particularly
the food, the language, the movies and the land!

After living in Israel for over two decades and having worked
in the healthcare sector in senior management roles, she
was able to combine her love of Israel with her leadership
skills and join the Zionism Victoria team.
The Melbourne Jewish and Zionist community is committed,
generous and passionate and our role is to support, lead,
represent and engage the Jewish and wider community.
Jane can’t think of a better role in the community; the
satisfaction of working for Israel and on behalf of our
community together with extraordinary committed people
is so rewarding.

Ariella has been involved with various Jewish and Zionist
organisations for a long time and brings a wealth of
marketing experience to the team. She is excited for
this new stage of her career and cannot wait to work on
major community events such as Yom Hazikaron and Yom
Ha’atzmaut. Ariella feels honoured to be able to continue
to bolster a connection to and love of Israel among the
Melbourne Jewish and general community.

Jodi Liebenberg
Executive Assistant
Born in South Africa, Jodi has more than 20 years
administration experience. Since moving to Melbourne,
Jodi has worked for the Melbourne Jewish community for
over 14 years. She is passionate about Israel and loves
learning more and more about this beautiful, dynamic and
interesting place.
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Leonie was instrumental in the establishment of the LJLA,
and for over 30 years, she has worked tirelessly to help the
library become a vibrant community hub it is today.
Her primary role is to offer expert advice on a wide range
of topics about Judaism and Israel, together with her team
of staff and volunteers. She organises new book displays
and e-books, dance classes in Hebrew and English for
children, book clubs, writing classes and Jewish classes are
on a weekly basis. Leonie’s aim is to make people feel that
LJLA belongs to them and their opinions on improving the
services is important.

Sarah Bendetsky
Communications Manager
Sarah is a professional writer, journalist and community
activist. For many years, Sarah has been involved with
Jewish community development in Russia, United States
and Australia.
Sarah loves Israel and believes it’s one of the most
inspirational places in the world. Sharing Israel’s story
makes Sarah feel special, and this is exactly what working
for Zionism Victoria is about.
In her spare time, Sarah runs family events for Russianspeaking Jewish community, writes short stories and
learns from her husband and children about making the
world a better, happier place full of smiles, kindness…
and chocolate.

Israel is a huge part of her life and being married to an
Israeli and working for Zionism Victoria allows her to fill
that void. She has a passion for education and Israel and
enjoys her role as Project Coordinator which encompasses
event management and managing our outreach program
for schools called Connecting Cultures. This program
aims to enrich the understanding of Jewish culture and
history and the Jewish connection to Israel, while helping
to cultivate the values of tolerance and respect.

Mile Stojanovski
Security and Building Manager
Mile has been in the Security industry for the past 15 years.
Prior to joining Beth Weizmann in 2008 as an Armed Guard
Supervisor, Mile worked as a private investigator and
Security officer after completing an anti-terrorism training
course.
Having worked at Beth Weizmann for Executive Security
for 6 years, Mile joined Beth Weizmann as the Building and
Security Manager in 2015. He brings with him extensive
knowledge of the Jewish community. He is responsible for
the day-to-day running and the security of Beth Weizmann
and the Lamm Library buildings.

Rob Sherwin
Accountant
After building an extensive accounting career in the private
sector, Rob was extremely pleased to recently be given the
opportunity to work for Zionism Victoria. The passion and
energy of the dedicated staff has enabled him to make a
smooth transition into a challenging and rewarding role.
As a proud Zionist, Rob looks forward to assisting Zionism
Victoria achieve its goals within the Jewish community and
building on the already strong ties between Victoria and
Israel.
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/ IN MEMORIAM
Zionism Victoria recalls with sorrow the memory of those heroic members of the Israel Defence
Forces who have fallen in the service of their country during the past year. We mourn their passing and
acknowledge and honour their supreme sacrifice. We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the families and
friends of the victims of terrorism and anti-Semitism over the past year within Israel and abroad.

Shimon Peres
A founding father, a former Israeli President, a Prime Minister and a Nobel Peace Prize laureate,
he was a man of vision and action. Mr Peres was a man of the people. His intellect and his
incredible foresight reminded us to dream big. We hope the spirit with which he lived his life
will inspire others to never give up on the ultimate battle for peace.
May his memory be a blessing.

This Annual Assembly of Zionism Victoria also pays tribute to the memory of our
Zionist colleagues who have passed away during the past year.

jexa mxkf idi
MAY THEIR MEMORY BE BLESSED

jexa exkf idi
TRIBUTE
Mrs Ann Zablud OAM

Ann over her lifetime made a huge contribution to the Zionist movement through WIZO,
Zionist Federation of Australia and Zionism Victoria. Through her presidency of the Zionist Federation
of Australia (1994-1996) and the other roles she filled Ann was an exemplar and mentor to many in
our community. Her passion for Israel was unwavering and Zionism Victoria is proud that she was
the recipient of the Chaim Weizmann Award in 1996.

jexa dxkf idi
MAY HER MEMORY BE BLESSED
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t. (03) 9272 5544
e. admin@zionismvictoria.org.au
w. www.zionismvictoria.org.au
Follow us on:

Waiting on an updated
file from Sarah
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