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President’s Message
In this, my final report as
President of Zionism Victoria,
until recently known as
Zionist Council of Victoria,
I’m motivated to reflect on
the past five years – on the
challenges we’ve faced and the
achievements and milestones
we’ve reached during my
Sam Tatarka
presidency. I  also give voice to
President
a few thoughts I hope will assist
in seeing Zionism Victoria’s future growth and continued
success.

I am beyond proud of how we
and our partners met these and
other challenges, all while
expanding and improving our
core mission - to lead and
encourage Jewish and Zionist
activity in Victoria….

Zionism Victoria is both blessed and burdened by the
ownership of the Beth Weizmann Community Centre
campus. Five years ago, we were in the position of having
to fund and complete major work to one of those buildings
and to find tenants to fill the newly renovated LJLA building.
Both of these issues had ramifications on our future financial
stability. Our strength as one of Melbourne’s oldest Zionist
organisations and the roof body for the Zionist community
was coupled with the challenges of being perceived as old
and stodgy and not always welcoming of diverse views. Over
the last half decade we have seen numerous changes in
government, both in Australia and in Israel, two wars in Gaza
and terrible acts of terror, and an increase in anti-Semitism
and in the efforts of the Boycott, Divestment & Sanctions
(BDS) campaign.
I am beyond proud of how we and our partners met these
and other challenges, all while expanding and improving our
core mission - to lead and encourage Jewish and Zionist
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activity in Victoria, whilst promoting and communicating
Israel’s interests and Victoria’s relationship with Israel.
We realised that in order to continue to serve as the
community’s hub, we needed to provide excellent facilities
and services to our tenants and partners. With the
cooperation of our communal tenants and the capable
leadership of Executive Director Jane Rapke, we worked
diligently and creatively to finance facility upgrades including
new carpeting, window louvers and, most importantly, a new
climate control system, all whilst maintaining and improving
financial stability. I  am so grateful for the flexibility and
understanding demonstrated by Beth Weizmann tenants
who bore the brunt of the upgrades. These improvements
not only enhanced the work environment, they enabled us
to bring new and returning tenants to Beth Weizmann. We
are delighted that UJEB returned, bringing the energy of their
students to the precinct.
Our dreams for the newly renovated building which
houses the Lamm Jewish Library of Australia were to use
the space it provided to establish a real Jewish Community
Centre in Melbourne – perhaps not a JCC in the American
tradition with health clubs and sports leagues - but a centre
of Jewish, Israeli and Hebrew culture where people from
across the community could join together to learn and
play, be entertained and inspired, and to celebrate and
commemorate. I  am delighted to report our community
campus has indeed grown to become the gathering place
for cultural, educational, ceremonial and political activity in
our community.

I
am
delighted
to
report
our
community
campus
has
indeed grown to become the
gathering place for cultural,
educational,
ceremonial
and
political
activity
in
our
community.

The details of this transformation may be found in the Beth
Weizmann report, but I cannot resist drawing attention to
the fabulous communal spirit we have seen at our Yom
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Ha’atzmaut family festivals and the success of Habayit’s school
holiday camp programs, staffed by the Israeli Scouts (Tzofim)
which attract hundreds of children and their families to the
precinct over the course of the year. These activities have
seen us connect with the Israeli expat community in ways
that have not been seen previously.
The building buzzes with activity from tenants such
as ACCESS Inc, KoGo and our newest addition – Do
Good Labs, an energetic hub for art exhibitions, creative
brainstorming and Jewish programming for young adults.
Library programs include a Jewish film club (in conjunction
with the Australian Friends of the Hebrew University),
scrabble club, art exhibitions and daily Talmud shiur, and
KOOK Kosher Kitchen has become an essential component
in the effort to fulfil our vision of a true communal hub.
From the outset, I  was very keen to bring youth, diversity
and energy to our organisation, and I am immensely proud
of our successes in that regard.

I found that there was capacity
for Zionism Victoria and our
Zionist community to grow and
evolve over the past five years.
Our affiliates represent a range of political, religious and
ideological viewpoints, and it’s important that our programs
and activities reflect that diversity. This has not always been
easy, but I found that there was capacity for Zionism Victoria
and our Zionist community to grow and evolve over the
past five years. We have hosted and co-hosted events I 
never thought I’d see in Beth Weizmann, such as last year’s
program with Dr Mohammed Al-Hadid of the Jordanian Red
Crescent Society which saw the flag of Jordan join the flags of
Israel and Australia on the dais in the Nona Lee Auditorium.
For two years, we have convened Jewish People Policy
Institute (JPPI) workshops in which participants representing
a broad spectrum of age, religious and political affiliations
deliberated a range of serious questions facing Israel and the
Jewish world in order to formulate a response for the JPPI 
on behalf of our community. In August, we were delighted
to co-host JPPI  Fellow Shmuel Rosner and an esteemed
local panel for a fascinating discussion about the intersection
between religion and politics in Israel. It is always a pleasure
and honour to sit with a diverse group of dedicated Zionists

as they respectfully grapple with these important issues, and
I am proud of Zionism Victoria for taking the lead.

I am also gratified by the
increased
involvement
and
cooperative
relationship
we
share with our youth.
I  am also gratified by the increased involvement and
cooperative relationship we share with our youth. Our
Zionist youth movements and AUJS along with their shlichim
have been integral to the planning and production of our
most important events, Yom Hazikaron and Yom Ha’atzmaut,
as well as other important communal events from rallies on
behalf of Israel to Yom Yerushalayim Trivia night to this year’s
program honouring the life of Yitzhak Rabin z”l on the 20th
anniversary of his assassination. We have provided support
for youth movement activities and have welcomed the
opportunity to learn from them in events such as Habonim
Dror’s program about the life and legacy of Yitzhak Rabin
which we hosted last year. We were delighted to partner
with a range of Zionist young adult organisations on the
Israel Birthday Bash which drew over 500 young adults to
dance and celebrate Israel’s Independence.

...our new name will reflect our
active, dynamic and engaging
role as a convener and centre
of Zionist activity...
And it was youth with whom we consulted in the processes
that led to our recent change of name to Zionism Victoria.
My aim in advocating for this change was see our organisation
proudly and clearly articulate its purpose as a modern,
engaging and all-encompassing Zionist organisation and to
move us out of the confusing communal “alphabet soup”. We
asked executive committee member Daniel Nash to conduct
a focus group with young leaders about the proposed name
change and learned that they perceived Zionism Victoria as
projecting a more inclusive and welcoming attitude. With
their support and with the approval of the executive, the
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change has now taken place, and our new name will reflect
our active, dynamic and engaging role as a convener and
centre of Zionist activity.
We have continued to offer the community a meaningful
space to remember and honour Israel’s fallen on Yom
Hazikaron, something that was especially poignant this past
year as two Melbourne families had lost loved ones to war
and terror in the previous year. We provide the community
a range of options for celebrating Yom Ha’atzmaut from
concerts to the family festival which in only its third year
drew over 2000 celebrants to Beth Weizmann for exciting
Israeli-style fun. We established an Israel Exhibition at
Queens Hall in Parliament House which this year highlighted
innovative medical advances and research developed in Israel
as well as Israel’s involvement in tikkun olam and medical
humanitarian aid.
It has been an honour and a privilege to lead Zionism Victoria
over the past five years. Amongst many memorable events
there are stand out moments such as the spontaneous
gathering at Beth Weizmann to witness Gilad Shalit’s release
and, in stark counterpoint to that joyous day, the gathering
last year to mourn the three young boys kidnapped and
brutally murdered by terrorists. We demonstrated our
support for Israel at Code Red rallies and Rallies for Peace
which saw thousands gather in support for our homeland.
We have followed Israel’s political process closely, providing
a range of opportunities to learn about and engage with the
important issues facing Israelis.
The deaf ear and the blind eye turned toward anti-Semitism
tricked up as anti-Zionism continues to embolden Israel’s
detractors and has led to a troubling increase of anti-Semitic
attacks against persons and property across the globe - this
whilst the Holocaust is still within living memory. We worked
with communal leaders against the BDS  movement and
to secure our communal facilities. I  am particularly proud
of the work we did with the Jewish Community Council
of Victoria (JCCV) in bringing awareness to our politicians
about the real intentions of the insidious BDS campaigners
during the protests at Max Brenner. Our efforts resulted in
changes to the way the Melbourne police are authorised
to deal with protesters who obstruct businesses, and BDS 
has failed to gain any real traction in our multi-cultural and
tolerant society.
The important relationships we have developed with
communal leaders and politicians, particularly through the
efforts of David Southwick MP and Marsha Thompson MP,
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I inherited warm relationships
with ministers and members
of both sides of the house,
relationships
that
were
maintained and strengthened…

as co-convenors of the Victorian Parliamentary Friends of
Israel, have resulted in consistent demonstrations of their
support for Israel and the Jewish people and increased
awareness of the issues that concern us and impact on our
safety and security. I was elected as president a few months
before John Brumby was succeeded as Premier by Ted
Baillieu who in turn was succeeded by Dr Denis Napthine
and thereafter by our current Premier Daniel Andrews. I 
inherited warm relationships with ministers and members of
both sides of the house, relationships that were maintained
and strengthened notwithstanding the shifts in the political
fortunes of the governing party. We have been fortunate
in receiving a number of government grants to support our
work and our community centre. I am particularly proud to
have been able to achieve a $500,000 grant from the State
Government toward the cost of impending and necessary
improvements to the community campus at Hawthorn
Road. These improvements will greatly improve our safety
and security, and I  look forward to the completion of the
project in the first half of 2016 subject to receiving the
support of the Federal Government to meet the costs of
the project which will well exceed $1.2 million.
Israel Advocacy and communications continues to be a
major focus of Zionism Victoria, and our high quality alerts,
research and analysis of events in Israel via email are both
widely distributed and widely commended for the clarity and
insight that they provide. These efforts have been a hallmark
of our close cooperation with the Zionist Federation of
Australia (ZFA) under the leadership of ZFA  President Dr
Danny Lamm and Executive Director Ginette Searle. I also
acknowledge the excellent relationship we continue to
share with the Embassy of Israel and Israel’s Ambassador
to Australia His Excellency Shmuel Ben-Shmuel who have
continued to support and partner with us to connect our
community with Israel.
The Presidency of Zionism Victoria is an all-encompassing and
time-consuming responsibility that may well be unsustainable
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in the long term without some shift in the balance of the roles
of lay and professional staff. Such a model is predominant
in the United States and Canada and works well given the
superior funding and resources of communal organisations.
I  was delighted when Sharene Hambur, who has so ably
fulfilled the role of Vice President, agreed to succeed me as
President - the first woman to take on the role since Zosia
Mercer in the mid-1980s. As my predecessor was wont to
say “the mark of a good communal leader is the calibre of
the person who succeeds him”, and I am sure that Sharene
will stand me in good stead in that regard. In addition to
her professionalism, intelligence and strong commitment to
Israel, Sharene brings a fresh perspective to Zionism Victoria,
particularly due to her role as a leader in the Australian and
international Progressive movement. Over the past year, we
have worked closely together in order to achieve a smooth
transition. I  know that she will ably represent the Zionist
movement in Victoria, and I look forward to continuing to
work with her in our new roles.

In
addition
to
her
professionalism, intelligence
and
strong
commitment
to
Israel,
Sharene
brings
a
fresh perspective to Zionism
Victoria…

Another hallmark of my presidency is the development of
a major communal partnership with United Israel Appeal
(UIA), the premier fundraising organisation for the people of
Israel. Our partnership enables us to do what is necessary to
strengthen the entire community and its connection to Israel.
Shlomo Werdiger, as President of UIA Victoria, and the
professional team at UIA led by Leon Jacobs have worked
closely with Zionism Victoria in a cooperative and positive
manner for the benefit of all.
In the Beth Weizmann Community Centre report I detailed
the many significant milestones we were able to achieve in
improvements to our physical surrounds and the utilisation
of almost every available inch of our campus, all of this whilst
paying down debt and strengthening our tenancies.
We are grateful for the many patrons, sponsors and
supporters who are vital to our ability to do our work.
Financial support is crucial but so too is the support of our

communal organisations - and that of their professional staff
and volunteers - who give freely and generously of their time
and resources to help us stage our events and make them
more meaningful.

The strength of Melbourne’s
Zionist
movement
is
the
commitment and dedication of
the thousands of volunteers
who sit on committees, engage
in
fundraising
and
share
their
intelligence,
skills
and creativity to benefit the
community.
Without in any way minimising the contribution of the many
people who assisted me and offered me wise counsel during
my terms I  would be remiss if I  did not acknowledge the
mentorship of Danny Lamm, Phillip Chester, Jeff Morrison
and Ian Samuel.
The strength of Melbourne’s Zionist movement is the
commitment and dedication of the thousands of volunteers
who sit on committees, engage in fundraising and share their
intelligence, skills and creativity to benefit the community.
At this year’s Annual Assembly we will recognise long-time
volunteer and UIA  employee Edith Herman by presenting
her with the Zionism Victoria Communal Volunteer Award
as a small token of our appreciation for her many years of
service to the community.
As mentioned above, I  have had the pleasure to work
closely with the JCCV and its president Jennifer Huppert in
fostering relationships with Government and in ensuring that
our concerns are noted and responded to in an appropriate
manner. I know that Sharene and Jennifer will continue the
excellent working relationship we enjoy with JCCV’s lay and
professional leadership as we work together for the benefit
of the community at large. I would also like to acknowledge
Jennifer’s predecessors Nina Bassat and John Searle both of
whom worked closely with me to achieve the best outcome
for the Jewish and Zionist community of Victoria.
Zionism Victoria operates with the contribution of its full
executive and portfolio holders each of whom is deserving
of a vote of thanks. I  am most especially indebted to the
members of the Zionism Victoria Board who give unstintingly
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We are served by an excellent
team of talented and incredibly
dedicated people.
of their time, expertise and wisdom. My deepest gratitude
to Vice Presidents – Jeff Morrision and Sharene Hambur,
Immediate Past President - Dr Danny Lamm, Treasurer
- Mory Kalkopf, and Information Chair – Ian Samuel. I  am
grateful for the dedication and involvement of Honorary
Secretary and Public Relations Chair Liora Miller who is
stepping down after five years of outstanding service. She
will be sorely missed, and we wish her well in her future
endeavours.
I  would like to record Zionism Victoria’s appreciation for
the work of the Community Security Group (CSG) whose
efforts are apparent at every communal event. CSG  also
works tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure that nothing is
overlooked in keeping our community safe from those who
would seek to do us harm.
The activities of Zionism Victoria would not be possible were
it not for the dedication and competence of the professional
staff. Jane Rapke continues to serve as Executive Director
with professionalism and dedication above and beyond the
call of duty. We are served by an excellent team of talented
and incredibly dedicated people. Jane works hand in hand
with our accountant Sean Nochomovitz whose calm,
efficiency and attention to detail are truly remarkable. Sandra
Sochen (Advertising Manager), Eileen Freed (Special Projects

& Communications Manager), Daniella Gozlan (Project
Coordinator) and Jodi Liebenberg (Executive Assistant) make
up the rest of the team, and each bring a particular expertise
to their roles whilst being willing to pitch in wherever
necessary to get things done. I would like to especially note
the outstanding service of Lamm Jewish Library of Australia
Director Leonie Fleiszig and Beth Weizmann Community
Centre Building and Security manager Mile Stojanovski. I 
thank the staff most sincerely for their efforts and record my
appreciation of the efficient, dedicated and professional way
in which they undertake their respective roles.
I express my deep gratitude to my dear wife, Miriam and our
children, Atara, Avraham, Menucha and Ari who supported
and encouraged me despite the undoubted impact on
their lives of the many days and nights that I  am engaged
in community endeavours. Without their considerable
forbearance I simply could not have served the community
as I have.
It has been a wonderful and fulfilling five years as President
of Zionism Victoria, and I thank you all for your support. I 
will remain on the Executive as Immediate Past President,
and I have undertaken to continue chairing Beth Weizmann
until the completion of the security upgrades in the course of
next year. I wish Sharene, the Executive and professional staff
much success as they see this strong, vibrant and important
community roof body into the future.

Sam Tatarka
President

Jane Rapke, Sam Tatarka & Sharene Hambur
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October 2015
5776

Tishrei
Message	
  to	
  Zionism	
  Victoria	
  from	
  Ambassador	
  Ben-‐Shmuel	
  

I proudly congratulate Zionism Victoria, formerly known as the Zionist Council of
Victoria on the occasion of the 77th Annual Assembly.
The State of Israel deeply appreciates the tremendous efforts taken by Zionism
Victoria to advocate, educate and unite the community.
I would also like to sincerely thank Sam Tatarka for his profound contribution as
President of ZCV these past five years and recognize his tremendous dedication,
service, and significant contribution to the community and to Israel. Toda. I
congratulate his successor, Sharene Hambur, and have no doubt that she will
continue the role with conviction and expertise.
Israel continues to face many challenges and threats, as recent events and
developments in our region make clear. The nuclear deal with Iran is a significant
concern for Israel, as it should be to the International community. The instability
and threats posed by extremist elements in the region are a significant concern
to Israel as well.
Throughout the years, Israel has been fortunate to have true friends by its side,
such as Zionism Victoria, now celebrating 77 years. Your support and dedication
to the State of Israel is greatly appreciated as well as benefiting and enhancing
the relations between Australia and Israel.
As such, it gives me great pleasure to offer best wishes to the members of
Zionism Victoria and proudly recognize leaders past and present who help us
brace ourselves against enduring and imminent challenges and look to the
future with optimism and enthusiasm.
I wish Zionism Victoria the very best for the forthcoming year and wish to
express my sincere thanks to you for your activism and dedication.

H.E. Shmuel Ben-Shmuel
Ambassador of Israel to Australia
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It is with great pleasure that I extend warm greetings on behalf of the Zionist Federation of
Australia to Zionism Victoria on the occasion of your 77th Annual Assembly.
Zionism Victoria plays a key role in cultivating our community’s unshakeable bond with the State
of Israel. I wish to congratulate the Zionism Victoria on its outstanding efforts in representing the
Zionist community in Victoria, organising its Zionist activity, promoting Israel’s accomplishments
and advocating on behalf of the State of Israel.
Our joint ventures in 2015 have been extremely successful and have demonstrated how much can
be achieved by working together. We continue to collaborate on community information, events
and presentations in support of Israel. Zionism Victoria and the ZFA work together in areas of
Israel advocacy with the mutual goal of speaking up for our Jewish State.
This year I make special mention of President Sam Tatarka. As he steps down after 5 years at the
helm we commend him on his absolutely steadfast leadership, passion and hard work. His
commitment to our mutual Zionist aims has been resolute. He has steered the organisation
through times of conflict in Israel, leading effective communal campaigns, gatherings and events
and has been a source of guidance and support to the Victorian Zionist community as well as to
the ZFA. We wish him all the very best and thank him for his leadership and vision.
We welcome Sharene Hambur who will take on the leadership role of President of Zionism
Victoria, after a succession of leading roles in the organisation.

Representing the Zionist Aims of Australian Jewry
President Dr Danny Lamm  Immediate Past President Mr Philip Chester  Senior Vice President Mr Richard Balkin (NSW)  Vice Presidents Mr Sam Tatarka (VIC) Mr Tony Leverton (QLD)
Ms Alison Marcus (SA) Mr Jeffrey Lin (WA)
 Hon. Treasurer Mr Greg Blashki  Hon. Secretary Mr Sam Tatarka  Executive Director Mrs Ginette Searle  Director Israel Office Mr Yigal Sela 
Constituent Organisations State Zionist Councils of: NSW  Queensland  South Australia  Victoria  Western Australia
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On behalf of the Jewish Community Council of Victoria, I am delighted to extend
greetings to Zionism Victoria on the occasion of its 77th Annual Assembly, and to
On behalf of the Jewish Community Council of Victoria, I am delighted to extend
congratulate the President, Sam Tatarka, and his Executive and professional staff on
greetings to Zionism Victoria on the occasion of its 77th Annual Assembly, and to
another successful
congratulate
the President,year.
Sam Tatarka, and his Executive and professional staff on
another successful year.
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range of organisations which they house, provide a focus for communal life, and a
venue for educational and cultural activities and promotion of Israeli culture.
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Community Council of Victoria, and personally, I pay tribute to the role he has
played in the life of the Victorian Jewish community over many years, and look
This year marks the end of Sam’s 5 year term as President. On behalf of the
forward to working with his successor, Sharene Hambur.
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On behalf of the Jewish Community Council of Victoria, and personally, I send
greetings, good wishes and wish Zionism Victoria mazel tov on the completion of a
Jennifer
year Huppert
of which the whole organisation ought to be justly proud.
President

Jennifer Huppert
President
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Shlomo Werdiger
President United Israel Appeal Victoria

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED ISRAEL APPEAL VICTORIA
On behalf of the United Israel Appeal, I extend my best wishes to Zionism Victoria on the occasion of
their 77th Annual Assembly and for their significant contributions to our community. UIA is once again
delighted to continue our unique and important partnership with Zionism Victoria. Wholly appropriate
as UIA is the pre-eminent fundraising for Israel campaign.
Whilst Zionism Victoria leads and encourages Zionist activity and expression within Victoria, our focus
is the great work that Zionism Victoria does within our community.
UIA leverages the great work of Zionism Victoria to nurture and develop our people’s love and
commitment to Israel - the obligation of every Jew. We strive to ensure that we reach our goals for
Israel knowing the impact that our work has for Zionism Victoria. It’s been exciting to see a
resurgence of Zionist youth groups revitalising a new generations commitment to Israel.
We enjoy an excellent working relationship with Zionism Victoria. Our community is truly special in its
support, dedication, passion and generosity - a stand out in the KH-UIA world. We are proud to be a
part of what makes our community special and invest in this partnership with Zionism Victoria to
support the great work they do. We truly are partners in our efforts to support and strengthen the
State of Israel.
Kol Hakavod to Sam Tatarka and his dedicated Executive and Staff for their accomplishment; we wish
you continued success. Thank you for continuing to work with us to cement our partnership which
mirrors the strong connection between KH-UIA and the World Zionist Organisation. I would also like to
acknowledge and thank Philip Chester for nurturing this relationship when he was head of the ZFA.
We wish every success to the incoming team.
Yashar Koach!

Shlomo Werdiger
UIA Victoria President

16

2015AnnualReport

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c to r ’ s  R e p o r t
Introduction
As the roof body for our
community in all matters
relating to Israel, Zionism
Victoria continues to develop
and implement new ways to
fulfil our mission of connecting
the Jewish community and the
wider Victorian community with
Israel. We continue to review
the means by which we go
Jane Rapke
about
achieving this important
Executive Director
brief and ensuring that we make
Zionism current and meaningful now and for the future. This
is one of the reasons that we chose to rename the Zionist
Council of Victoria “Zionism Victoria”, a name that reflects
activism, currency and an organisation that is “going places”.
In addition, we continue to develop and cultivate Beth
Weizmann Community Centre and the Lamm Jewish Library
of Australia. It is an exciting time as we witness the campus
at Hawthorn Road full to capacity with diverse community
organisations making use of the precinct and the multifaceted programs on offer. The transformation reflects a true
community centre - an integral part of our community life.
As I  look back and reflect on this exciting year, I  am
delighted that the Zionism Victoria team of professional
staff is so dedicated and committed to these aims and
ensures that we are on track to continue to meet our
responsibilities to the community with professionalism,
timeliness and accountability.

Roof Body of the Zionist Community in
Victoria
Zionism Victoria has 52 affiliated organisations, and our
affiliates reflect the diversity and strength of our community.
The executive gathers on a formal basis six times a year for
meetings and once a year for the Annual Assembly. Regular
informal meetings, partnerships for mutual benefit and
cross-organisational ideas contribute to the many and varied
activities offered to our community by Zionism Victoria and
its affiliate organisations.
The 2014 Annual Assembly featured a keynote address
by Mr Yaron Shavit, Immediate Past Chairman of the Israel
Movement for Progressive Judaism and a Board member
of the World Zionist Organization. The Jerusalem Prize
was awarded to Philip Chester, immediate past President
of the Zionist Federation if Australia, in recognition of his
unparalleled years of service and commitment to the
Zionist movement. The Community Volunteer Award was
presented to Adele Hulse, who has coordinated the “Write
your Own Story” program since 1999 and overseen the
recording, writing and publishing of over 120 memorable life
stories. Adele is truly a rare gem and we are very fortunate
that she is part of the Lamm Jewish Library of Australia.

It is our responsibility as a
roof body to take the lead in
convening our diverse Zionist
community to address important
issues facing Israel and the

Ensuring that we make Zionism

Jewish world.

current and meaningful now and
for the future. This is one of
the reasons that we chose to
rename the Zionist Council of
Victoria

“Zionism

Victoria”,

a name that reflects activism,
currency

and

an

organisation

that is “going places”.

It is our responsibility as a roof body to take the lead in
convening our diverse Zionist community to address
important issues facing Israel and the Jewish world. In
February, after the elections in Israel, we co-convened a lively
post-election forum with the Zionist Federation of Australia
(ZFA), United Israel Appeal (UIA) and the Australian Jewish
News (AJN). A panel of experts in Israeli politics provided
the audience with knowledgeable facts and the opportunity
for attendees to listen, learn and discuss the important issues.
For the second year in a row, the Jewish People Policy
Institute (JPPI) reached out to diaspora communities around
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the world to provide input in a dialogue dedicated to one of
the critical issues raised during Operation Protective Edge:
“Jewish values and the use of force”. We were proud to host
a workshop with over 30 participants from a broad spectrum
of age, religious and political affiliations who deliberated a
range of serious questions in order to formulate a response
for the JPPI on behalf of our community.

the Mayor of Jerusalem, initiated a “Unity Day” to capture
the feeling of the support and unification they had felt from
the Jewish world 12 months earlier. Zionism Victoria led the
Melbourne Unity Day social media campaign contributing
to the message of the world-wide campaign - that we are
stronger united and that we have much more in common as
a people than we do differences.

Advocacy and Public Relations

Zionism Victoria is committed to partnering with our
affiliates and community to ensure that we offer a diverse
array of top international speakers, outstanding talent in the
fields of politics, current affairs, culture and art to enlighten
and enrich our community.

Zionism Victoria works diligently to bring the most up-todate information to our community and the wider public
and continues to take our role in relation to advocacy with
the utmost seriousness. From participating in public debates,
organising campaigns and presenting high quality speakers for
our community, to writing articles and circulating advocacy
analyses and alerts, advocacy remains a high priority.

Zionism
Melbourne

Victoria
Unity

led
Day

the
social

media campaign contributing to
the message of the world-wide
campaign - that we are stronger
united and that we have much
more in common as a people than
we do differences.
We continue to have a strong presence in all forms of
media and regularly release statements on matters of
importance to our mission. These may be found on our
website, zionismvictoria.org.au. Our e-newsletter, Keeping
you Informed, keeps the community apprised of relevant
Zionism Victoria news, upcoming events and interesting
stories from Israel. It has become an important source for
communicating events on behalf of our affiliates, and our
above average “open” and “click” rates are a sign that our
over 1250 subscribers are reading and engaging with the
publication. Likewise, we continue to be very active on social
media, primarily Facebook. Almost 1800 people follow
our posts which range from political insights and cutting
edge innovations to Bon Jovi in Tel Aviv to the best hikes
around Jerusalem.
In June, to mark a year since the shocking kidnapping of
three teenagers in Israel, the three bereaved families and
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In March, we heard the story of “Save a Child’s Heart”, a
program aimed at saving lives of children with heart disease
from around the world, particularly those from impoverished
countries. We met an inspirational Ethiopian doctor training
in Israel to develop the skills to save the lives of many of the
infants and children with heart disease in his country.
In June, together with the Embassy of Israel and the Jewish
Community Council of Victoria (JCCV), we hosted worldrenowned Middle East journalist and analyst, Ben Dror
Yemini, who shared his expertise on the Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions movement.
In July we were privileged to host the Australian Ambassador
to Israel, Dave Sharma. Mr Sharma enthralled the audience
with his vast knowledge of Israel, Jewish culture and current
Middle East politics. He was charming, engaging and diplomatic
when answering the many difficult questions posed and
shared how he and his young family have embraced life to
the fullest during his term in Israel.

Cultural Activities
An important way in which we connect with Israel is
through Hebrew language and culture. The Executive Chair
of Hebrew Language and Israeli Culture Erez Feinberg
delivered an inspirational 6-week course “This is Israel”, that
provided participants with new insights into the land, culture
and tastes of Israel. HaBayit and the Lamm Jewish Library of
Australia provide a full line-up of activities which are detailed
in their contributions to this year’s Zionism Victoria Annual
report. For the first time, Yom Yerushalayim was celebrated
with a fun Trivia Night that attracted people of all ages and
from all corners of our community.
Throughout this year of intense activity we have tried to
provide our community with a diverse range of programming;
from soul/jazz performer LayZ Gordon to Helen Kapalos,
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Engagement with Victorian Politicians
Zionism

Victoria

provides

opportunities for the community
to
for

join

together,

learning,

not

only

culture

and

celebration, but also in times
of sorrow and solidarity.
an Australian journalist just back from Israel who shared
her story of Israel’s advancements and achievements in
the field of medicinal marijuana, there was truly something
for everyone.

Zionism Victoria continues to strengthen and establish
strong and meaningful relationships with our state politicians.
David Southwick and Marsha Thomson, co-conveners
of the Parliamentary Friends of Israel, work tirelessly and
professionally for the community. Israel and Zionism Victoria
thank them for their ongoing support and commitment to
our mutual causes.
This year, we were honoured and privileged that the Victorian
Parliament co-hosted the annual Zionism Victoria/Jewish
Community Council of Victoria (JCCV) Yom Ha’atzmaut
cocktail reception at the Windsor Hotel, a testament of
the respect for our community and the State of Israel. This
auspicious event provides an opportunity for the Victorian
Jewish leadership and the Victorian community leadership
to gather and meet and reinforce the strong bipartisan ties
between Victoria and Israel.
Over the year, we held a number of gatherings with state
politicians. Our President and I joined a group of community
leaders who met with then newly-elected Premier, the
Hon Daniel Andrews, to discuss matters of importance and
relevance to our community.
In June, in conjunction with Parliamentary Friends of Israel,
we held an Israel exhibition, MediFUTURE, in Queen’s
Hall at Parliament House. The exhibition focused on the
achievements of Israel in the field of medicine, medical
research and health, with a special focus on the connection
with Victoria. Exhibitors from some of Israel’s most cuttingedge companies, leading academic institutions and medical
aid organisations demonstrated their innovations and
achievements. The exhibition was opened by the Minister

David Southwick MP, Professor Ingrid Scheffer AO, Glynis Lipson,
Helen Kapalos & Jane Rapke

Following
summer

Zionism Victoria provides opportunities for the community
to join together, not only for learning, culture and celebration,
but also in times of sorrow and solidarity. Just last month,
we gathered together as a community for a respectful,
poignant and meaningful commemoration marking twenty
years since the assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
z”l. The event, coordinated in partnership with a number
of community organisations, allowed us to reflect on the
lessons and messages of this tragic event that must never

a

of

difficult
loss,

Israeli

war

and

sadness, this year the thematic
for both Yom Hazikaron and Yom
Ha’atzmaut was the connection
and unity between our community
and Israel: “Yad beYad – Hand
in Hand”.

be forgotten.
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of Health, the Hon Jill Hennessey and the Hon Mary
Wooldridge, Shadow Minister of Health both of whom
mentioned the strong and mutually beneficial relationship
between Victoria and Israel, especially in the field of health,
medicine and research.

Engagement with the youth is
central

to

our

planning

and

priorities and can be seen in
the central role they assume in
our major events, within the
framework of our workshops and in
consultation processes geared
to consider their response to
our planned directions.
and the connection the Melbourne Jewish community has
with the State.

Israel Exhibition at Parliament House - Sam Tatarka, Marsha
Thomson MP & David Southwick MP

We have also hosted a number of Parliamentary delegations
at Beth Weizmann. The opportunity to introduce our State
politicians to the epicentre of community and Israel-related
activity is a welcomed addition to our engagement with our
state politicians.

Yom Hazikaron and Yom Ha’atzmaut
Following a difficult Israeli summer of loss, war and sadness,
this year the thematic for both Yom Hazikaron and Yom
Ha’atzmaut was the connection and unity between our
community and Israel: “Yad beYad – Hand in Hand”.
At the community tekes for Yom Hazikaron, the
commemoration of Israel’s fallen soldiers and victims of
terror, participants were united in sorrow, remembrance
and pride as they heard personal stories of beloved family
members and friends remembered by our candle lighters.
A special memorial room was erected, which added a new
dimension to honour the fallen. For the first time, we were
honoured that the Premier of Victoria, the Hon Daniel
Andrews, joined us on this evening. Mr Andrews was deeply
touched by the commemoration and gained even a more in
depth understanding of the centrality of Israel in Jewish life
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Those who attended the erev Yom Ha’atzmaut concert
delighted with the extraordinary array of local talent. MC’s
Josh Gurgiel and Eli Grynberg provided humour, and our
Zionist schools’ ensembles demonstrated the incredible
rising talent of our community. A  large contingent of
enthusiastic youth movement members added great ruach
to the atmosphere.
Over 2500 people came together to have a fantastic time
celebrating Israel’s 67th Independence Day at the annual Yom
Ha’atzmaut family festival held in the heart of our community
at Beth Weizmann and the Lamm Jewish Library of Australia.
Zionism Victoria was proud to co-sponsor and/or facilitate
other Yom Ha’atzmaut-related events including the Transition
Ceremony for school-age children and the young adult “Out
of the Blue” party, both of which have become successful
and important events of the Yom Ha’atzmaut season.
Once again, on Yom Ha’atzmaut Israeli flags were flown
from flagpoles in Federation Square, accompanied by video
footage of Israel which screened regularly throughout
the day on the large screen in Fed Square. Social media
went into action as city community members posted photos
and videos.
Our Yom Ha’atzmaut events would not have been possible
without the help and support of our sponsors, community
organisations and the very special volunteers who helped
make them a highlight on our community calendar. We
extend our sincere gratitude to all those who were involved
and supported this day.
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Engaging the Next Generation
Zionism Victoria is committed to supporting our youth,
University students and young adults. In the past year we
have made financial contributions to youth and student
groups to assist them in implementing their programs, both in
Australia and Israel. In addition to financial contributions, our
Executive and staff make themselves available as resources
for advice and support.
Engagement with the youth is central to our planning and
priorities and can be seen in the central role they assume in
our major events, within the framework of our workshops
and in consultation processes geared to consider their
response to our planned directions.

Aliyah
The Aliyah Department, ably led by Aliyah Shalicha Rinat
Kedem Bart, has had a busy and rewarding year. The
department’s contribution to this annual report reflects on
the activity and achievements in more detail. I also recognise
the efforts of Dr Ruth Rosenblum, Chair of Zionism Victoria
Aliyah portfolio, who works in partnership with Rinat to
provide support and advice for family and friends of Olim
through Friends of Ozzies in Israel known as FROZIS. Aliyah
continues to be a key priority for Zionism Victoria and the
practice of celebrating Aliyah by presenting Olim with a
mezuzah is always a highlight of our Executive meetings.

Engagement with the Wider Community –
Public Speaker Service
Zionism Victoria runs a very successful Public Speaker
Service which provides speakers on a wide range of Jewish
and Zionist topics free of charge to all Victorian schools and
to communal organisations in order to encourage learning,
interaction, multiculturalism and tolerance. This year we
provided public speaking services to 600 students and adults.
Some groups also attend the Jewish Holocaust Centre
and/or visit a Synagogue of their choice. The Anne Frank
Traveling Exhibition held this September attracted even
greater numbers of school and community groups, as well
as visitors from a range of backgrounds from across Victoria.

Acknowledgements
I would like to pay a special tribute to Zionism Victoria Board
members who give so generously of their time, professional
expertise and knowledge.
I  particularly thank and acknowledge Zionism Victoria’s
President, Sam Tatarka, who drives this organisation

I
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thank
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acknowledge Zionism Victoria’s
President,

Sam

Tatarka,

who

drives this organisation with
vision, wisdom and commitment.
I am sure that the community
is not aware of the intense
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time

and

patience that are required by
our

lay

leadership

in

their

honorary positions.
with vision, wisdom and commitment. I  am sure that the
community is not aware of the intense commitment, effort,
time and patience that are required by our lay leadership
in their honorary positions. I  extend my sincere gratitude
to Sam for his leadership and commitment and very broad
shoulders. It has been wonderful working with Sam and I 
know that he will be there to continue to provide support
as Sharene takes up the presidency role.
We acknowledge the support and cooperation of the ZFA 
in many of our activities. As outlined in this report, we
undertake many collaborative ventures and work closely
with the ZFA  on issues of mutual interest and concern. In
particular, we maintain a strong involvement with the AravaAustralia Partnership project. We were delighted to co-host
the opening forum, “How Israel helps Feed the World”, with
the visiting Agri-science delegation.
We are privileged to work with outstanding shlichim
(emissaries) from Israel who, in addition to their work on
behalf of their youth movements and/or organisations, assist
us with so many of our activities and events. The current
mishlachat (delegation) is exceptional, and boasts a range
of beneficial skills and expertise. We are grateful for all
they contribute to our mission of connecting the community
with Israel.
I  acknowledge with appreciation the cooperation and
partnership we share with all the other Jewish organisations
with whom we work. In particular, I  acknowledge our
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principal sponsor the UIA, especially Executive Director
Amit Tzur-Tal and Leon Jacobs, Chief Operating Officer,
and their team who have worked closely with us over the
past year to ensure both organisations derive the maximum
benefit from the relationship.
The level of activity we undertake on a daily basis and the
outcomes achieved would simply not be possible without
the dedication and competence of the professional team in
the Zionism Victoria Office.
The team comprises Jodi Liebenberg (Executive Assistant),
Sean Nochomovitz (Accountant), Eileen Freed (Special
Projects and Communications Manager), Sandra Sochen
(Advertising Manager) and Daniella Gozlan (Projects
Coordinator). This year we farewelled Shira Richtman and
Daniella Silverstein who assisted with office administration
at different periods over the year. I  thank all the Zionism
Victoria staff profusely and sincerely for their commitment,
highly professional work and strong teamwork.

I thank Mile Stojanovski of the Beth Weizmann Community
Centre, for his hard work, support and involvement in all that
happens at the precinct on a daily basis. I also acknowledge
and thank the Lamm Jewish Library of Australia staff and
many dedicated volunteers, led by their Director Leonie
Fleiszig, for their highly professional and dedicated work to
the library and the community.One thing I have learnt from
my time with Zionism Victoria is that every day presents
us with new and exciting opportunities. We will continue
to embrace the achievements and milestones of Israel and
our community and deepen the connection between Israel
and Victoria.
I look forward to continuing our work together in the year
to come.

Jane Rapke
Executive Director

The Professional Team

from left to right. Mile Stojanovski, Sean Nochomovitz, Eileen Freed, Leonie Fleiszig, Jane Rapke, Sandra Sochen, Jodi Liebenberg, Daniella Gozlan
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B e t h  W e i zm a n n C o mm u n i t y  C e n t r e :
Th e H e a r t o f  o u r C o mm u n i t y
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Sam Tatarka
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5 years of leadership
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H ONORAR Y  TREASURER ’ s r e p o r t

Mory Kalkopf
Honorary Treasurer

The financial statements of the
four entities, comprising “the
group”, namely Beth Weizmann
Community Centre Inc., B.W.
Community Centre Ltd, the
Jewish Library of Australia Ltd and
Zionist Council of Victoria (now
known as Zionism Victoria), for
the twelve months ending 30
June 2015 are supplementary to
the Annual Report as distributed.

From a financial perspective the organisation on the whole
is fundamentally strong, based on the value of its assets and
the income stream they generate, as against the liabilities
and outgoings of the various entities. The balance sheets
consolidated as a group, reflect a positive net asset value
due to Land and Buildings.
We achieved a good set of results during the year with a small
net loss of $ 4 031 this was after depreciation of $153,748.
We had a great result in our Annual Appeal through the
Lamm Jewish Library and achieved close to $ 100 000 a
substantial growth from previous years. The growth in the
appeal and other unexpected donations received during the
year offset donations that were budgeted and not received.
The finance committee, in conjunction with the executive,
have budgeted to ensure communal events such as Yom
Haatzmaut and Yom Hazikaron will continue to be integral
events in our calendar.
Through measured financial management, the building of
significant relationships with   benefactors and maximizing
government funding, the organisation has been able to

Yom Hazikaron
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reduce its unrelated third party liabilities (i.e. secured bank
mortgage), by almost $50,000 during this last financial year,
which augurs well for the future, as we have to build a base
from which to maintain and grow our assets for the benefit
of our members, affiliates and the community in general.
Beth Weizmann Community Centre is almost fully tenanted,
proves we have been able to provide the community with
a home, which radiates and generates a hub of activity, and
with new tenants coming on board from different sectors
certainly creates a true community spirit.
Finally, may I take this opportunity of thanking Jane and her
great team for their wonderful contribution throughout
the year and a huge thankyou and “Yasher Koach” to Sean
Nochomovitz for his dedication, commitment and attention
to detail.
Thank you also to our auditors, namely Michael Zylberman
of LZR Audit & Assurance Pty Ltd and Guests Accounting
for their assistance throughout the year.
I  look forward to working for the organisation over the
next twelve months and greatly appreciate the opportunity
of contributing to Zionism Victoria and subsequently the
wider community.
Mory Kalkopf
Honorary Treasurer

Yom Ha’atzmaut Concert
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B e t h  W e i zm a n n C o mm u n i t y  C e n t r e  I n c
T W ENT Y - t h i r d  ANNUA L  GENERA L M EETING

Beth Weizmann Community Centre
304 - 306 Hawthorn Road

out in “blue and white” and

When the building housing the Lamm Jewish Library of
Australia (LJLA) opened four years ago we decided to
develop the Beth Weizmann Community Centre (BWCC)
campus as a true community centre. That goal seemed
almost unachievable and yet today there is virtually not a
spare room or office in either of the buildings. Every space is
occupied most mornings and evenings with a diverse range
of activities and people, and I can truly say that we have been
blessed in fulfilling our aim.

Every space is occupied most
mornings and evenings with a
diverse

range

of

The entire campus was decked

activities

and people, and I can truly say
that we have been blessed in
fulfilling our aim.
Beth Weizmann Community Centre is a place to which
the community turns at times of happiness and sadness,
for celebration and commemoration, and a place that
increasingly serves as the hub of our diverse and vibrant
communal life.
Just one month ago, on the 20th anniversary of the
assassination of Yitzhak Rabin z”l, over 200 people gathered
for a youth-led memorial service to honour the life and work
of the late Prime Minister.
We also witnessed immense joy and celebration with a
variety of festivals and programs that made use of the
entire centre. For the second year in a row, “HaBayit” – the
home of Hebrew and Israeli Culture – celebrated Chanukah
with a festival of Israeli culture which brought new faces,
families and lovers of all things Israeli to BWCC to enjoy
an afternoon packed with activity, music and spirit. A now
regular feature on the communal calendar, we once again
held the Yom Ha’atzmaut Family Festival at Beth Weizmann.
The entire campus was decked out in “blue and white” and
transformed into an energetic, Israeli street festival.

transformed into an energetic,
Israeli street festival.
Tuesday evenings, Beth Weizmann hosts the Maccabi
“Young Guns” cycling club, and we find ourselves invaded
by lycra-clad youth carrying in their bicycles full of energy
and enthusiasm.
Having Beth Weizmann is of immense value to our community,
and we should not take this amazing asset for granted. The
opportunity for cross-fertilisation of ideas within the walls of
Beth Weizmann and the intangible benefit of the co-location
of highly-committed professional staff all working for Israel or
the Jewish community cannot be measured in financial and
business terms alone. The members of the BWCC “family”
who go about their business in this wonderful place will
testify to the importance of our community hub and the
electric vibe that permeates the building on any working day.
Our latest addition is the brain child of a pair of young
entrepreneurial brothers – David and Daniel Rifkin - who
approached us with a request to support the establishment
of a centre for young adult entrepreneurs. And so the
“Do Good Hub” came into our midst with the generous
assistance of the Jakob Frenkiel Foundation. The sophisticated
and modern space that David and Daniel have created in
the rear of the LJLA building invites young business-minded
adults to share ideas and work on projects that are financially
sustainable but at the same time give back to the community.
The new fresh face of Beth Weizmann, the “go to place’ on
the campus, has everyone excited and geared up towards
great things to come.
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Security is, as always, high on the priority list of issues for
our Centre and we were delighted that the Andrews Labor
Government made good on its pre-election promise and
committed $500,000 towards upgrading the security at Beth
Weizmann by the addition of bomb resistant structures and
a new vehicle and pedestrian entry pathway. Planning is well
on its way, and we hope to progress towards construction
in the coming year. Before that can happen, we need to
find further significant funds. To that end representations are
being made to the Federal Government in Canberra.
We were fortunate in securing the services of Mile Stojanovski
as our Building and Security Manager. Mile was well known
to Beth Weizmann tenants, as he has been guarding the
building as an employee of our security contractor for over
seven years. The transition into the new role has been
seamless, and Mile is excelling in his new management role
overseeing the precinct’s security needs as well as all the
building demands.
The financial details of the Centre’s operations are referred
to in the Treasurer’s Report.
The LJLA, housed at 304 Hawthorn Road, has become
recognised as an important educational and cultural hub for
our community. New collections, e-books and new clubs
and activities have been added to the library as detailed by
Library Director, Leonie Fleiszig, in her Annual Report.
The LJLA  is fitted with state of the art audio-visual and
technological equipment, facilities and rooms to assist our
community to come together to learn and share in cultural
experiences. Apart from a regular stream of members of the
community both Jewish and general, the library is continually
busy hosting seminars, conferences and meetings.
This year the Library was selected by the Anne Frank House
Australia as the preferred location to host the “Anne Frank
Travelling Exhibition”. For six weeks we hosted school
children, Parliamentarians and community members and
we shared with them the inspirational story and words of
Anne Frank. Zionism Victoria together with the LJLA teams
worked in partnership to deliver a respectful, educational
and, in some cases, life changing experience to those
who visited the exhibition. It was a privilege to be part of
this experience.
The LJLA provides a home for many fledgling organisations.
Just over two years ago HaBayit opened its doors. Since
then, HaBayit has drawn many new visitors of all ages to
LJLA  through its Hebrew classes, school break camps and
cultural programming. It is now a thriving centre of Hebrew
language and an integral part of our community precinct.

28

…we

hosted

school

children,

Parliamentarians and community
members and we shared with them
the

inspirational

story

and

words of Anne Frank.
KOOK  (Kosher Open Kitchen) has had a very successful
second year. In addition to providing a well-kitted kosher
kitchen for school groups, youth movements, organisations
and caterers, KOOK  rose to accommodate Peter Unger
Catering when their facilities were destroyed by fire. It
has been a challenging nine months facilitating the smooth
operations of a large commercial business while still meeting
our community obligations. I  am pleased that we could
emulate our motto of being a true community centre and
provide Peter Unger Catering a temporary home when
in need.
The ongoing operations of KOOK are funded in part by a
generous grant from the Estate of the late Jakob Frenkiel a’h
whose vision and philanthropy is already having a significant
and positive impact on the community at large and our
community centre in particular.
The Melbourne Jewish Writers Festival is already in full
speed ahead planning mode for the bi-annual event to be
held in 2016. If the 2014 event was anything to go by it
will be a stunning success and a wonderful addition to our
communal calendar.
Access Inc has also made its home in the LJLA  building.
Having young adults with different abilities as part of our
community is a delight and they enrich us all with their
enthusiasm and spirited participation in the centre’s daily life.
The LJLA is flourishing as our community discovers all it has
to offer. We encourage you to use this amazing resource
from both an intellectual learning perspective through to a
place to hold your seminars, book clubs and social events.
You won’t be disappointed and you will be supporting the
future of our community.
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We thank Mile Stojanovski, the Beth Weizmann Security
and Building Manager, who I  commend for his initiative,
commitment and support for all of us at Beth Weizmann
every day.
We record our appreciation to Mr David Michelson for his
untiring and constant dedication to his honorary work as
Chairperson for the Security portfolio on the Executive. We
also thank the Community Security Group (CSG) for their
direct contribution to the security of our centre and to the
community at large. Volunteers from the CSG  protect us
at our activities on and off campus and give unstintingly of
their time in service to the community. We are also grateful
for the professionalism of Executive Security Solutions, our
security contractor that provides the guards stationed at the
entry to the building on a daily basis.
We acknowledge the professional support we receive from
Beller Commercial property management and thank the
team for working closely with us to ensure that all of the
Beth Weizmann tenants’ needs are addressed in a timely
fashion and for their support to Beth Weizmann Community
Centre.

Jodi Liebenberg and Projects Coordinator Daniella Gozlan
for their contribution towards the running of the Centre.
Leonie Fleiszig, the LJLA Director and her professional and
committed library staff, Hanna Yahalom, Mary Lavi and Lauren
Joffe make the LJLA  tick. Together with their dedicated
volunteers, they work tirelessly for the library to expand its
resources and to offer the community an exceptional, stateof-the art facility to enhance their personal experience.
I  would like to thank my fellow Board members for their
support and work for Beth Weizmann Community Centre.
We look forward to continuing and enhancing our services
to the Jewish community in the future.
Sam Tatarka
Chairman

Considerable thanks are due to Zionism Victoria Executive
Director Jane Rapke, Accountant Sean Nochomovitz,
Advertising Manager Sandra Sochen, Special Projects and
Communications Manager Eileen Freed, Executive Assistant

Consul General Willem Cosijn at the Anne Frank Exhibition

Baking at KOOK Kitchen
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L a mm  J e w i s h  L i b r a r y  o f A u s t r a l i a
The Lamm Jewish Library of Australia over the past twelve
months has consolidated its position as the major Jewish
lending library in Australia.
The LJLA continues to manage the resources from the Makor
Jewish Community Library, the Australian Jewish Genealogical
Society, the Australian Jewish Historical Society and parts of
the collections from the Jewish Museum, Kadimah and the
Holocaust Museum which have also been relocated to the
LJLA. Together with the Kew Hebrew Congregation and St
Kilda Hebrew Congregation collections, all these resources
can be accessed on the Internet at www.ljla.org.au. The
North Eastern Jewish Centre has recently joined and is
currently uploading its collection to the catalogue.

Spielberg Film Archives with   guest speakers every two
months;  Sh’at Sippur, Hebrew story time for pre-schoolers
with Lisa; a monthly book club hosted by LJLA; a monthly
adult colouring-in book club and Scrabble club sponsored by
the Jewish Bereaved Parents’ Support Group; Habayit, the
home of Hebrew and Israeli culture, using the library for its
Hebrew classes; kosher cooking in the Kook Kitchen, run
by Paul Steinberg, who also gives a daily shiur if anyone is in
need of some spiritual growth.

Another initiative of the LJLA, the Melbourne Jewish Writers
Festival is a bi-annual event which will run again next year.
This year, under the direction of Esther Kister along with her
enthusiastic and hardworking committee, the Festival held
three smaller events. An evening with Daniel Mendelsohn
Resources from the Jewish Bereaved Parents’ Support entitled “A Meeting of critical minds” was held at Ormond
Group, the Jewish Ecological Coalition and the Australian Hall in May with a large attendance. In June, in collaboration
Society of Polish Jews and their descendants add to the with the Glen Eira Storytelling Festival, musician Adi Sappir
diversity of the resources available. The LJLA  collection is and author Lee Kofman came together to celebrate their
continually growing, often aided by donations from members shared love of poetry by Yehuda Amichai. In August three
of the community. This year 114 boxes of books have performances of Theatrics: the wit and wisdom of Jewish
been donated by the Getreu family in the name of the late writing, a dramatic presentation of extracts from the works
Isabella Getreu.
of 10 Jewish authors,  attracted nearly 2,000 people at the
The lending, reference and referral services of the LJLA  Alex Theatre in St Kilda over three performances and had
encompass all subjects of Jewish interest and import, and positive reviews in both the Jewish and national press.
are available to both our own community and the general The Lamm Library, along with Zionism Victoria was chosen
public. The library’s collections include: books, magazines by the Anne Frank Australia Foundation to host the travelling
and newspapers, CDs, CD-ROMs and DVDs. Our hebrew exhibition  Anne Frank: Let me be myself: the story of Anne
collection attracts people from all over Victoria. Free Wi-Fi Frank. Under the guidance of iet Fuijkschot, Coordinator of
is available throughout the building. Thanks to the generous the Anne Frank Travelling Exhibition Australia, library staff
donation of the Naomi and Samuel Stopnik Fund we have and many new volunteers guided over 1,000 people through
been able to add a selection of e-books to the catalogue.   the exhibition during the six weeks it ran in the library and
Members can access items via their computers, iPads and in an adjacent room. In addition to many individuals, groups
mobile phones anywhere in the world.
visiting included schools, nursing homes, youth groups, Jewish
and non-Jewish organisations and parliamentarians. Many
Activities in the library continue to expand. The Write
people who came subsequently joined the library.
Your Story Program, facilitated by Adele Hulse, which
began in 1998, continues to grow. We have published 130 To fund these new endeavours, and maintain its current
autobiographies and anthologies. This year we have had commitments, the library relies on the community for
four book launches. Writers include Ros Collins, Shmuel financial support. The Annual Appeal, coordinated by Ian
Gurewicz, Nina Stone   and the life story of Andy Factor Samuel, is our major fundraising event, and its operation is
as written by his two daughters. Given support through made possible with the help of many cherished volunteers.
classes, editorial advice and publishing expertise, many in This year the appeal was an outstanding success surpassing
the community continue to add their experiences to these all previous ones.
valuable primary resources, held in the Smorgon Archives.
The library is open to the general public for 31 hours per
Other activities in the library centre include: the film club week: from Monday to Thursday 10am to 5pm and Sunday
Haseret, a joint venture between the library and Friends 2pm to 5pm. Our staff comprises Leonie Fleiszig, Director,
of the Hebrew University, screening films from the Steven Hanna Yahalom, Library Coordinator; Mary Lavi and Lauren
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Joffe, Librarians. However, we have over fifty volunteers who
come in regularly to assist and to whom we owe a huge
debt of gratitude. Our membership and loan numbers have
rapidly increased over the past year, we believe largely as a
result of the many functions and activities which the library
has initiated or partnered.
The wonderful support of Zionism Victoria, with its President,
Sam Tatarka, and Executive Director, Jane Rapke, has been
crucial to the growth and success of the LJLA in enriching
the life of our community. We are also very grateful to Ian
Samuel, Mory Kalkopf, Sean Nochomovitz, Sandra Sochen,

Jodi Liebenberg, Eileen Freed, Daniella Gozlan and Mile
Stojanovski for their willingness to assist whenever needed.
The Lamm Library today is a vibrant integral part of the Jewish
community. Working together with the other organisations
in our building has enriched our programs and assisted us in
reaching more and more people. We look to the future with
much optimism.

Leonie Fleiszig
Director

Anne Frank Travelling Exhibition

Book Club

Ros Collins book launch

StoryTime

2015 Yom Ha’atzmaut
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H a b ay i t
Since its opening in July 2013, ‘Habayit’s’ brand has grown
from strength to strength. Its activities include daytime adult
conversational Hebrew classes for all levels, an adult Hebrew
night school, lectures, story time for children, activities and
special events all in the unique and different atmosphere
for which Habayit is already known – a taste of home!  Its
colourful events manage to fill the Lamm Jewish Library of
Australia with joy, excitement and lots and lots of Hebrew.
Habayit’s annual Israeli Festival – “Hanukah Babayit” – has
become a tradition. This celebration of Israeli culture and
Hebrew brings the Melbourne Jewish community together
to sing, to dance, to eat and to have fun - all in the beautiful,
warm environment of Habayit.
Another success story is our Kaytana (school holiday
program) – a beautiful collaboration between the Tzofim
and Habayit that provides a fun school holiday day camp
where children can enjoy activities such as cooking, nature,
Israeli culture and tradition entirely in Hebrew. The success
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of the “Kaytana” demonstrates that kids still prefer nature
and old-fashioned, meaningful activities to computer screens!
Habayit offers interesting lectures in Hebrew. This year we
enjoyed the visit of Israeli children’s author Orna Landau
who shared her stories with over 50 children at the Library.
Habayit’s lecture, Yesh Atid? Is there a future?, with Israeli
journalist Shmuel Rosner and his wife Orna Landau was a
huge success. The crowd enjoyed seeing them go head to
head in an interesting debate leaving everyone with a taste
for more.
The sky is the limit for Habayit, and we hope to expand our
activities and bring a whole new range of experiences for
everyone to enjoy!
All you all have to do is join us and have some fun….

Hallely Kimchi
Coordinator
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I s r a e l Al i ya h  C e n t r e
The Aliyah Centre, run by the ZFA and the Jewish Agency
for Israel, is intended to assist and help people with their lifealtering decision of making Aliyah.
From our experience, we believe that a successful Aliyah and
absorption in Israel can take place with the following factors:
1. Profound Jewish and Zionist Education.
2. A positive experience in Israel.
3. A  friendly and professional process of Aliyah with
assistance in minimizing the bureaucracy.
4. Absorption Programs in Israel that provide a softer
landing.
The Aliyah Centre provides the following services to all
prospective applicants:
• Providing current and relevant information.
•

Discussing with the applicants what their options are and
what are the obstacles they face.

•

Social encounters with other Olim and information
sessions on issues relevant to the Aliyah.

This year we have focused on professionalising the services
provided to new Olim and on outreach to the community.
At the end of last year, we issued a personalised kit for the
new Aussie Oleh with printed information. We have held
different farewells for new Olim, as well as social events and
info nights prior to their Aliyah, in youth movement camps
as well as for the general Jewish Community.
We have held for the first time a professional conference
for the staff of the Aliyah offices, combining lectures and
meetings with partnering organisations.
We work closely with Frozis, established by Dr. Ruth
Rosenblum, Zionism Victoria’s Aliyah Chair Woman, who
continues to seek ways of support and assistance for the
Olim and their families in Israel.
I would like to thank Miri Abramovich for all her dedicated
work for the Olim in Victoria, and would also like to thank our
dedicated staff in our Sydney office, Ron Alter and Shoshana
Vitek for the great partnership and their hard work.

I would also like to thank Zionism Victoria for all their ongoing
F ollow up on Olim after their Aliyah- through the ZFA  support to both our office and to all the Olim. I hope we
representative in Israel, Telfed and the Jewish Agency.
will be able to continue our partnership and support the
wonderful people that choose to make Aliyah to Israel.
• Absorption assistance and plan through Telfed in Israel.

•

During the year of 2014, there were 197 Olim from from
Australia and New Zealand, and as of mid September this
year there were 114 New Olim from Australia and New
Zealand, with opening over 150 new Olim files.

Rinat Kedem Bart
Official Representative of Jewish Agency For Israel &
Federal Aliyah Shlicha in Australia and New Zealand

Olim Mezuzah Presentation at 20 October 2015 Zionism Victoria Executive Meeting
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M i s hl ach at ( t h e  Shl i ch i m D e s k )
The Jewish Agency Mishlachat has 16 Shlichim in Australia
today, 9 members of them work in Melbourne.
Rinat Kedem Bart	Official Representative of
Jewish Agency for Israel &
Federal Aliyah Shlicha in
Australia and New Zealand
Rachel Adams

AUJS 

Yuval Barel

Tzofim

Efri Bart

Habonim Dror

Moriah Ben-David

Bnei Akiva

Rami Teplitskiy

Russian Speaking Jewish
Community

Avi Michaeli

Betar     

Anat Paz

Hashomer Hatzair

Nadav Shachmon

Netzer/Progressive
Communities

The Mishlachat in Australia is the largest per capita mishlachat
in the Jewish world, and this year we have opened up a new
position in Victoria – a Shlicha for the Israeli Scouts. We are
proud and privileged to be a part of this, especially at a time
where financial difficulties result in cut-downs of educational
activities and Zionist education, elsewhere in the world. We
value team work and the professional and personal support
that the Mishlachat offers. We hold annually 3 conferences
for Shlichim, local staff meetings, and numerous social events.
The shlichim’s work involves not only their specific youth
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movement or organization, but also a general commitment
to the entire Jewish Community in Melbourne, and a very
close partnership with the ZFA  and Zionism Victoria. We
often work in collaboration to reach the goals of our shlichut.
The Melbourne Mishlachat has lead several Mishlachat events
bringing Israel from a personal perspective to different
organizations (Jewish Schools, Synagogues, etc), and works
tightly with Zionism Victoria especially on Communal events.  
The Mishlachat works very closely with the leadership of
youth and young adults in our community. In addition, as a
mishlachat, we guide and mentor the leading organizations
for young adults - AZYC, ZYC and AUJS.
In addition to the Shlichim, the Jewish Agency with the ZFA 
operates the Zionist Seminar Programs, which is entering it’s
30th year. The Zionist Seminars provide informal education
programs designed to strengthen and enrich students’
connection with Israel and Jewish tradition. This year we
have had 4 teams in Melbourne going out to Yavneh College,
Bialik College, King David School and Mt. Scopus College.
The Arava partnership is continuing to grow and develop,
with a successful partnership with the ZFA. This year there
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have been two successful delegations in Victoria from the
Arava. The Acacia School delegation was hosted by Bialik
College, and worked with all Zionist Jewish day schools in
Melbourne. The first Agri-Science delegation was a great
success, and some of it’s highlights were speaking to the
Victorian Parliamentary Friends of Israel, presenting to a large
audience at Beit Weizmann on “How Israel Helps Feed the
World” and much more.  We have reached a peak number
of delegations and the Arava will be hosting numerous new
delegations including Hineni Gap Year, AUJS Academy, IBC,
opening and closing Seminar of the AZYC etc. We would
like to thank ZFA  staff especially Stacy Hayman and Elad
Gafin, Orit Elkayam-Cohen the Director of the partnership,
the members of the Steering Committee and all of the
hardworking volunteers.

I would like to acknowledge all the assistance and support
of the ZFA, and would like to thank Zionism Victoria for the
valuable partnership and ongoing support.
I would also like to thank the amazing Mishalchat in Melbourne
for all the time, energy and Neshema that they put in.
We are looking forward to continuing these important
projects, and working together with the Jewish Community
in Melbourne.

Rinat Kedem Bart
Official Representative of Jewish Agency for Israel &
Federal Aliyah Shlicha in Australia and New Zealand
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Zionist Youth Council of victoria
The Zionist Youth Council of Victoria is the umbrella
organisation that represents Victoria’s seven Zionist
Youth Movements (Bnei Akiva, Betar, Habonim Dror,
Hashomer Hatzair, Hineni, Netzer and Tzofim). We aim to
create bonds between the movements by hosting events
throughout the year focussing on education and learning
from each other’s religious and political view.
Our highlight of the year was our annual Jamboree, a
4 day camp for year 10 and 11 chanichim across the
seven youth movements. The camp gave chanachim the
chance to challenge each other on their personal and
movement’s visions as well as working together to create
strong goals for the future of the young Victorian Jewish
Community. We made the decision to run the camp over
Shabbat, usually a situation avoided due to the perceived
difficulties in a pluralist environment; however it provided
an amazing platform to engage in incredible conversations
and meaningful connections. The camp was also highlighted
by two chanachim attending from Jewish Adelaide Zionist
Youth, the Pluralist Jewish and Zionist youth movement
in Adelaide. These chanachim provided a unique look at
what it means to be in a youth movement and created
important bonds for the future relationship between the
two communities.
Other events we ran this year were the annual Tikkun
Leil for Shavuot, which brought chanachim from schools
and youth movements together for an incredible night
of learning. Earlier in the year we ran a night targeted at
year 12 chanichim and movement Madrichim to discuss
the Israeli Election and a film night for Yom Yerushalayim.
We also aided in the running of Zionism Victoria’s Yom
Haatzmaut concert and Family Festival and ran a program
with the delegation from the Arava.

Jamboree 2015
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We still have events planned for Yom Rabin, encouraging
movements to run discussions based on their connections
to the event as well the annual Frank Stein Shield intermovement soccer tournament.
Gideon Sztajer
Chairperson

Israeli Election night

Jamboree 2015

2015AnnualReport

AUSTRA L ASIAN UNION O F J E W IS H  STUDENTS
2015 has been an incredibly eventful and successful year for
AUJS Victoria. AUJS  is a unique organization and depends
solely on the commitment of student volunteers, all of
whom have numerous other commitments, and the success
of this year is testament to their unwavering dedication to
the organization. The year began with the AUJS Victorian
Executive outlining particular goals for the year – centred on
increasing membership on campuses, increasing the breadth
of our events and changing AUJS’ image in Victoria – all of
which the AUJS Victorian Executive of 2015 has achieved.
The huge attendance at events, the major increase in
membership, the expansion of AUJS  onto new campuses
speak for themselves and with the unwavering assistance of
the AUJS executive these goals became a reality.
The year began with a hugely successful o-week at 7
campuses – marking the first o-week in many years at both
Swinburne and RMIT. AUJS at Swinburne (SWUJS) was reaffiliated at the beginning of 2015 for the first time in many
years. For the first time, billboards were put up advertising
o-week across campuses and engaged in active social media
promotion to make sure that Jewish students were aware of
AUJS’ presence on campus. By March, AUJS Victoria signed
up over 600 members across the 7 campuses, a fantastic
40% increase in membership since 2014. Currently AUJS 
at TAFE  is undergoing the affiliation process at Moorabbin
TAFE, an exciting new addition for the incoming executive of
2016, which will make a total of 8 campuses for next year.

experience with their peers at other campuses. Thus began
a fruitful relationship with Challah for Hunger whereby AUJS 
co-hosted a Challah bake on a Wednesday night and then
sold the challah at 6 campuses on the Thursday during the
day – raising over $900 for disaster relief in Nepal. In May
the campuses hosted a cross-campus ball launch and sold
130 tickets to the AUJS ball in just 24 hours.
The AUJS Ball is the flagship event of the AUJS calendar. This
year was the biggest AUJS Ball in 5 years, with a wonderful
attendance by 270 guests who enjoyed a spectacular evening
of entertainment and socializing with their fellow Jewish
university students from Melbourne and Sydney. It was
hugely successful and there has been exceptionally positive
feedback regarding this year’s ball – specifically relating to
the affordability and the wonderful entertainment we had
on offer including circus performers, a jazz trio, a DJ and
makeup artists. All of these activities added to the glamour
of the evening and definitely enhanced the atmosphere. A 
huge thank you to the Gringlas Family and our sponsors for
their generous support which enabled us to cap the ticket
price at $100, making it affordable and desirable for students.

In Semester 1 AUJS also co-hosted Israel’s Birthday Bash with
the other young Jewish community organizations which was
also hugely successful with over 400 young people dancing
the night away. Additionally, a Pitch Perfect 2 Premiere at
the Classic was organized for 60 students – a great social
evening for all who attended.

In Semester 2, AUJS  hosted another cross-campus challah
bake with Challah for Hunger, raising several hundred dollars
for youth homelessness in Melbourne. Two intimate political
evenings were also organized – one with Professor Alan
Johnston and another with Israeli journalist Shmuel Rosner.
In conjunction with Chabad on Campus AUJS  co-hosted
Shabbat 500, a wonderful evening attended by over 150
guests. In September AUJS launched the inaugural Sir Zelman
Cowen Memorial Oration with guest speaker Chief Justice
of the High Court of Australia Robert French AC. 380 tickets
were sold but unfortunately 50% decided not to show up
on the day. However, the event still went ahead successfully
and the 160+ people who did attend enjoyed hearing from
French and introductory remarks from Steven Skala AO.
Finally, on a Sunday morning in September 50 students came
to Bialik for a sports tournament – the idea that was born
out of the IBC returnees workshop. The students played
competitive mixed netball and soccer and the tournament
was a huge success.

During this time, the concept of simultaneous cross-campus
events was introduced. The executive identified that
students at smaller campuses may relish the opportunity
to be involved in a larger scale event as well as share an

2015 has been a very busy year for AUJS and has hopefully
set the foundation for the executive in 2016 to continue
to flourish, succeed and grow. I  wish best of luck to the
incoming executive.

Following O-week, AUJS  invited 15 IBC returnees to a
workshop with 10 AUJS leaders to discuss ways to expand
AUJS and engage with a different crowd in Melbourne. This
event was well attended and culminated in brainstorming for
possible events. One of the events that emerged from this
session was the sports tournament that was hosted in late
September – the first sports tournament AUJS Victoria has
hosted in recent years. A few weeks later AUJS hosted the
biggest Purim party in Melbourne in years with an awesome
350+ people in attendance.
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AUJS Victoria Achievements in 2015:
•

41% increase in attendance at the 2015 AUJS ball.

•

Biggest AUJS ball in 5 years!

•

40% increase in membership across campuses in Victoria.

•

1 04% increase in attendance at the Purim party - over
350 guests

•

a ddition of AUJS TAFE and re-affiliation of AUJS at RMIT 
and Swinburne

•

L aunch of the Sir Zelman Cowen Memorial Oration
with Chief Justice of the High Court of Australia the Hon
Robert French AC

Sam Meyerson
AUJS Victorian President
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yo u n g a d u lt d e pa r t m e n t
Hagshama

Project Go

Hagshama is the young adult department of the Zionist
Federation of Australia. Our activities are designed to
connect young adults aged 18 – 35 with their Jewish
identity, Zionism and to the community. Featured among
our programs are social events such as the annual young
adult Yom Ha’atzmaut and Chanukah parties, cultural events,
informational and educational boardroom discussions.
ZFA  developed an ongoing relationship with young adult
departments of various organisations to lead and collaborate
events for our community. Together Israel’s Birthday Bash for
Yom Ha’atzmaut and The Sanctuary for Sukkot were created
and were great successes.

In addition to Hagshama the young adult department of the
Zionist Federation of Australia has launched a new platform,
Project Go. Project Go is a national platform that will enable
young adults to create and run their own events, initiatives
and campaigns by providing  assistance by with the allocation
of micro grants, provision of mentorship and marketing
support and the development of networks between young
adults. Project Go successfully launched in both Melbourne
and Sydney and has already attracted interest from
individuals and organisations. Project Go is supporting The
Shabbat Project, Israel related events at the DoGood Labs,
and Café Ivrit in Melbourne as well as a number of events
in other states.

Taglit Birthright Israel
A  key priority of Hagshama is to organise two groups of
young adults per year to travel to Israel on Taglit-Birthright
Israel. In 2015, once again Hagshama took 80 young adults
aged 18 – 26 years old on this ten day, free, “gift of a
lifetime”. The participants had a wonderful and profound
experience, connecting with each other, with their Jewish
identity and with the State of Israel. We are extremely
grateful for the ongoing support of Gandel Philanthropy who
have re-committed their support and continue to fund three
Taglit –Birthright Israel groups per annum for Australia, two
of which are allocated to Hagshama.  

Through both Hagshama and Project Go, the Zionist
Federation of Australia is engaging young adults within the
community to their Jewish identity and Zionism.

Mina Cohen
Coordinator
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J e r u s a l e m  P r o g r a m  2 0 0 4
Zionism, the national liberation movement of the Jewish people, brought about the establishment of the State of Israel, and
views a Jewish, Zionist, democratic and secure State of Israel to be the expression of the common responsibility of the Jewish
people for its continuity and future.
The foundations of Zionism are:
1.  

The unity of the Jewish people, its bond to its historic homeland Eretz Yisrael, and the centrality of the State of Israel
and Jerusalem, its capital, in the life of the nation;

2.  

Aliyah to Israel from all countries and the effective integration of all immigrants into Israeli Society.

3.  

Strengthening Israel as a Jewish, Zionist and democratic state and shaping it as an exemplary society with a unique
moral and spiritual character, marked by mutual respect for the multi-faceted Jewish people, rooted in the vision of
the prophets, striving for peace and contributing to the betterment of the world.

4.  

Ensuring the future and the distinctiveness of the Jewish people by furthering Jewish, Hebrew and Zionist education,
fostering spiritual and cultural values and teaching Hebrew as the national language;

5.  

Nurturing mutual Jewish responsibility, defending the rights of Jews as individuals and as a nation, representing the
national Zionist interests of the Jewish people, and struggling against all manifestations of anti-Semitism;

6.

Settling the country as an expression of practical Zionism.

Jerusalem Prize 2014
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IN MEMORIAM
Zionism Victoria recalls with sorrow the memory of those heroic members of the
Israel Defence Forces who have fallen in the service of their country during the past year.
We mourn their passing and acknowledge and honour their supreme sacrifice.
We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the families and friends of the victims of
terrorism and anti-Semitism over the past year within Israel and abroad.
This Annual Assembly of Zionism Victoria also pays tribute to the
memory of our Zionist colleagues who have passed away during the past year.
ךורב םרכז יהי

MAY THEIR MEMORY BE BLESSED

