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Terrorism from the Gaza Strip, November 1-15, 2007 
 
I. Rocket and mortar fire on Israel from the Gaza Strip 
 
During the first two weeks of November, 44 rocket strikes were identified in 
Israeli territory (for a total of 329 since the June takeover of Gaza by Hamas).  
During the same period, 22 mortar bomb strikes were identified, launched 
mostly by Hamas. 
 
During the week of November 11-15, rockets struck the western Negev every 
day, seven on Monday (November 12) alone. On November 15, two Kassam 
rockets fell near Sderot and Kfar Maimon. No one was hurt, and no damage 
was reported. 
 
On November 11, terrorists from the Palestinian Islamic Jihad in Gaza fired 
three Kassam rockets at Israel, scoring a direct hit on a cowshed in Kibbutz 
Zikim. Six cows were killed and four others were injured, and damage was 
caused to the structures. 
 
On November 6, a Kassam rocket hit a residential home in Sderot, sending 
four residents to the Shock Treatment Center for treatment.  
 

II. Terrorist Attacks and Israeli Counter-Terrorist Operations 
 
The IDF continued attacking rocket-launching squads throughout the Gaza 
Strip. While Hamas has mostly refrained from claiming direct responsibility for 
attacking Israel with rockets, it has taken credit for mortar attacks, sniper fire 
and launching anti-tank rockets at the IDF forces operating around the Gaza 
Strip or near the security fence. 

November 11: Israeli soldiers and General Security Services (GSS) agents 
uncovered seven smuggling tunnels in 36 hours. The tunnels were found in 
the southern city of Dahania during operations to stop rocket and mortar 
bomb attacks from the area. 

The mouths of the tunnels, part of the Hamas' weapons supply mechanism, 
were located approximately 1.5 meters from the Egyptian border. Officials say 
the tunnels were used recently by Hamas operatives to smuggle terrorists to 
and from Egypt. The forces also discovered that the area around the tunnels 
had been booby-trapped. The tunnels and the explosive devices were 
disposed of in controlled explosions by IDF sappers.  



November 10: The Israeli Air Force struck a rocket launcher after a launch 
was identified.  
November 9: An IDF force shot and killed two suspicious figures near the 
security fence south of the Karni Crossing.  
November 4: The IAF attacked a structure from which rockets were being 
fired as well as four launchers. IDF forces attacked three armed terrorists near 
Beit Hanoun in the northern Gaza Strip, killing one and wounding another. 
November 3: The IAF struck a vehicle carrying two Hamas operatives near 
the ruins of the former Israeli settlement of Morag, on the Gaza coast. 
November 1: An IDF force identified three armed Palestinian terrorists near 
the security fence and attacked, killing two and wounding one. 

III. Hamas behavior towards their brethren in Gaza 

On November 12, at a rally commemorating the third anniversary of Yasser 
Arafat's death, Hamas security forces opened fire on the crowd. Seven 
Palestinians were killed and 150 wounded, some critically. Afterwards, Hamas 
police carried out a wave of arrests of Fatah activists throughout the Gaza 
Strip. 

The well-organized rally, attended by at least 250,000 people, was an 
impressive show of strength and an expression of public protest against the 
Hamas regime. The Hamas movement, embarrassed by the rally's success, 
will quickly try to suppress signs of resistance and stabilize its rule over the 
Gaza Strip. 

IV. Palestinian refusal to recognize Israel as a Jewish state 
 
Israel has announced that, in keeping with the vision of two states for two 
peoples, the starting point of the negotiations is Palestinian recognition of the 
State of Israel as the state for the Jewish people. Israel's stance on that basic 
issue was rejected by both the Palestinian negotiating team and Hamas. 
Khalid Mashal, chief of Hamas' political bureau in Damascus: "Today, 
when people talk about two states, Israeli and Palestinian, that is the kind of 
recognition that did not exist in the past, that the State of Israel is a Jewish 
state" (Al-Aqsa TV, November 5). 
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